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Derrick Coffee, County Officer 

Campaign for Better Transport – East Sussex 

7th October, 2015 
 
Dear Cllr Glazier and others, 

Air Quality Issues – DEFRA Consultation 
 

I am writing to you as leader of the county council (ESCC) - rather than as the Chairman of the Health and 
Wellbeing Board (HWB) - in connection with the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) 
consultation on measures to improve air quality.  
 
DEFRA sees the core problem as a ‘transport derived emissions’ related one, and they and we conclude that 
many of the solutions available to improve air quality could involve sustainable transport measures – bringing 
about reductions in both traffic and harmful exhaust emissions. They also conclude that the solutions lie within 
the responsibility and remit of ‘relevant local authorities’. The ‘human costs’ are huge: particulates and NOx 
emissions from vehicles lead to over 50,000 deaths per year in the UK. (UK Government stats, New Scientist, 1st 
October, 2015, and (1).  
 
Sustainable transport measures attain high benefit cost ratios, and capital costs are extremely low compared 
with major transport schemes. In addition, they are a good example of the right capital expenditure choices 
leading to a continuing reduced call upon revenue budgets. They can be easily introduced, are inclusive, and 
typically popular. Crucially, along with other measures, they would deliver lasting air quality improvements. Such 
measures are widely accepted as bringing major benefits in public health – both mental and physical – in urban 
design, and to local economies. Applied to Eastbourne, Hastings/Bexhill, and Brighton and Hove, the overall 
‘quality of life’ benefits would be significant. They fit the bill. We all need clean air. 
 
It would be surprising if those responding to the DEFRA consultation (including local authorities such as ours) 
did not point out that in apparently straitened times, the sustainable transport measures that could be expected 
to deliver improved air quality (and other health benefits) would require extra funding from central government. If 
that need was met, we would see this as a revived ‘Local Sustainable Transport Fund’ (LTSF) process that could 
lead to an accelerated but also expanded delivery of such measures: that would be to everyone’s benefit. It 
would effectively be LTSF 2, and be additional to, not a substitute for, already agreed programmes to implement 
sustainable transport measures. We hope you agree that DEFRA/DfT should help to fund these. 
 
The issue of air quality is an important one: a report from Public Health England (1) carried a strong message for 
Health and Wellbeing Boards to heed and take steps to deal with problems related to particulate emissions. 
Current reports highlighting additional health hazards presented by NOx emissions add urgency to the need for 
measures to deal with this pressing problem. 
 
We shall be responding to the DEFRA consultation. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
Derrick Coffee 
 
(County Officer, Campaign for Better Transport – East Sussex.) 

(1) Estimating Mortality Burdens associated with Particulate Air Pollution 
 

 


