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Derrick Coffee 
County Officer 
Campaign for Better Transport – East Sussex 
 
5th December, 2016   
 
Dear HE, 

Highways England – A27 East of Lewes Improvement Scheme Consultation 
 
Please find below our views on the options set out in the recent consultation 
exercise. 
 
Walking and Cycling Path 
We support the provision of this ‘end to end’ facility. We also have additional 
comments on the detail and context of the measures as follows: 
 
1. We suggest a tarmac surface of a width in accordance with best practice as 
defined by Cycle England. 
 
2. Also, additional, complementary measures at points along the route, where a mix 
of cycling/walking - utility/leisure routes intersect, should be provided. From west to 
east: Southerham, Glynde, Firle, Middle Farm, Selmeston, Bo-Peep Lane/Common 
Lane, Alciston, Berwick, Drusillas Roundabout, Milton Junction, Wilmington, 
Polegate. This should include signage visible to all, including passing vehicles, so as 
to raise the profile of a ‘cycling/walking option’ and as a warning of the presence of 
cyclists and pedestrians. 
 
3. The Glynde Junction and Firle Junction improvements should be looked at as both 
a north-south axis and access/egress points to/from the proposed linear route.   
 
4. Middle Farm is a popular venue for day trippers, including cyclists. Consideration 
should be given to safe crossing arrangements here, maybe a Toucan crossing. 
Groups of cyclists are known to visit this venue 
 
5. Similarly, an upgrade of the cycle/pedestrian route between Berwick station and 
Alfriston would provide a very useful leisure/utility route. This was an aspiration that 
flowed from the ‘Tourism Without Traffic Study’ carried out c15 or more years ago 
and involving ESCC and local groups and businesses.  
 
Currently, the route south from Berwick station stops 300 metres short of the A27, a 
deterrent to young people and families who would walk/cycle, and to those who 
would otherwise use the safer and upgraded link for, for instance, work or education 
related trips. Completion would – we think be good value for money. Even better, 
closing Pound Lane a few metres to the west would add greater value by improving 
access for those on foot, cycle or bus to Berwick village. The upgraded route would 
also provide a greatly improved link to the Cuckoo Trail.  
 
6. The same applies to the proposals for the Wilmington junctions*(see below) with a 
potential Hailsham link via Robin Post Lane which itself should be upgraded. 
 
7. The objective at 5 and 6 would be to facilitate safe access/egress to/from the 
linear route for those whose trips begin north/south of the route proposed. This could 
include some induced cycle commuting that doesn’t currently exist in great numbers. 
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8. The cumulative effects of the above would confirm and incentivise cycling for 
existing and new audiences as a viable mode of transport, and for all journey 
purposes. High quality facilities would also allay fears of those reluctant to take up 
cycling in an environment where the clear primacy of the car currently deters people 
from making that choice, while also raising the status of both walking and cycling.  
 
Polegate Options 
This is complex.  
9. Assuming the cycle/pedestrian path arrives from the west on the south side of the 
A27 (unclear), the access/egress arrangements will ultimately depend on what 
arrangements flow from the Hailsham – Polegate – Willingdon – Eastbourne  
‘Sustainable Transport Corridor’ (STC) plans. The nature of the final mosaic of 
measures delivered via this ESCC plan and the Highways England proposals is as 
yet unknown and not apparent from this set of documents.  
 
Altogether, the two sets of proposals – whatever their eventual form – have to relate 
to each other in order to deliver the best ‘value for money’ and the widest range of 
objectives. In the current set of options, there are thankfully few proposals involving 
major increases in road capacity: such increases would completely frustrate the 
objectives of the ‘STC’. 
 
It is worth stating that both the sets of options presented in this consultation and the 
STC proposals should be required to deliver health benefits and be consistent with 
adopted policies promoting ‘Active Travel’ and if implemented, ultimately resulting in 
a healthier population. 
 
Selmeston Options 
10. We decided that the best option was Option 6. This option: 

 Had the least intrusive effects (Moderate adverse) on the South Downs 
National Park (SDNP). 

 Avoids creation of extra road space, reduces attraction of the route for peak 
hour journeys to work through creating an impression of ‘easier driving’ - and 
thus avoids extra traffic and migration of congestion problems to other 
locations. 

 Avoids damage to several field boundaries dating from medieval times.  
 
This option should be accompanied by a 30mph speed restriction through the village. 
 
Drusillas Roundabout 
11. We support the roundabout plan subject to considerations at ‘4’, and below 
under the heading of ‘Bus Infrastructure’. We would recommend an evaluation of 
‘best practice’ in roundabout design and note Cambridgeshire’s adoption of a cycle-
friendly design for a busy roundabout in the city of Cambridge (Queen Edith’s Way). 
The selection was based on the design’s capacity to remove barriers to walking and 
cycling.  
 
Wilmington Options 
12. We support Option 1. 
The main reasons for supporting this option are:  

 It overcomes the difficulty in crossing the A27 for pedestrians and cyclists, 
and appears to make safer any vehicle movements onto, off and across the 
A27. 
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 It doesn’t ‘disappear’ the presence of pedestrians and cyclists. We think that’s 
important because to have these groups visible to motorists means that their 
presence in the location and the wider environment will be registered and 
reinforced.  

 The layout of the junctions and bus lay-bys is likely to have a moderating 
influence on vehicle speeds and is predicted to improve safety.� 

 The impact on the SDNP is not discernible. 
 
A further helpful element could be a signalled crossing, either Toucan or Pegasus.  
 
Bus Infrastructure 
13. We are pleased to see the bus lay-by arrangements along the A27. We suggest 
further bus lay-by arrangements along the A27 at key points and junctions, featuring 
shelters and cycle storage – along with Real Time Passenger Information (RTPI) to 
support local bus services and raise their status. It would also be a crucial part of the 
offer described below. Additional east and westbound lay-bys should be provided 
east of the roundabout to permit pedestrian/pushchair access to Drusillas. 
 
14. We propose a new ‘limited stop’ service between Eastbourne and Lewes (there is 
no such service at present). The service would call at key points and junctions and 
be aided by bus priority measures potentially to be a feature of the Hailsham- 
Polegate – Eastbourne ‘STC’. At the Polegate end of the A27, we suggest inclusion 
of bus priority measures to aid the swift passage of the bus through the A2270/A27 
junction. This service could run half-hourly in the morning and evening peaks and 
hourly inter-peak and evenings. 
 
The service could make a difference. The scale of the difference will vary according 
to frequency, price, reliability, quality, journey time and availability of parking. On the 
No 12 route into Brighton during the morning peak, surveys have shown that 
although buses make up just 2% of the traffic they carry 45% of those travelling into 
the city. This shows what can be (more sustainably) achieved.  
 
It is worth noting that through the provision of bus priority measures close to 
Brighton, the time benefits of the limited stop 12X service between Brighton and 
Eastbourne migrate back to Eastbourne. This would be expected on all bus sevices 
running between Eastbourne and its rural hinterland and using the A22/27/2270 if the 
STC plans are ambitious enough, and backed by appropriate demand management 
measures. 
 
Role of Rail Services 
15. Recent re-signalling of the parallel railway has given the line a greater capacity 
and the possibility for more train services. In addition, it is quite possible that the 
replacement of the often very overcrowded two-carriage Brighton – Ashford 
International train service by a four or eight carriage train between Brighton and 
Hastings in the near future, could add 100 or more seats in each direction for the 
hourly service between Hastings, Bexhill, Eastbourne, Polegate, Lewes and 
Brighton. This could have an effect on traffic levels through offering more comfortable 
and different journey opportunities in those towns’ ‘travel to work areas’. Together 
with the bus, this could provide a ‘step change’ in the public transport offer. Together 
with other complementary measures, it could also play its part in revitalising all of 
those town centres. 
 
 
Supported Objectives 
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16. We believe that the measures suggested plus those we have supported would 
deliver benefits across key policy areas – health, environment, economy, social 
equity/accessibility, housing - and would help to foster a less ‘car dependent’ model 
of development. 
 
Variable Traffic Characteristics 
17. Traffic levels on the A27 are quite variable and we suggest ‘controllable’.  Traffic 
can be reduced. According to the Highways Agency statistics, the Annual Average 
Daily Flow shows that there were 913 fewer cars at Sherman Bridge (nr Drusillas) in 
2013 than in 2004. At the same point in 2013, there were 917 more Light Goods 
Vehicles (‘white vans’).  Overall traffic showed 179 fewer vehicles in 2013 than in 
2004. Numbers of vehicles have increased since then (mainly cars and taxis) but 
there have been fluctuations in the interim years. 
 
18. A survey of 702 private cars both northbound and southbound on the A22 
immediately north of Boship Roundabout between 08.00 and 08.30 revealed that 
82% were ‘driver only’. Northbound cars had an occupancy slightly higher than 
southbound (1.21/1/15). (My survey. October 31st/November 22nd). 
 
19. Questions that should be asked and answered:  

 What are the ‘origin/destination’ statistics for the A27 in the study area?  
 What are the ‘journey purpose’ stats?  
 What are the characteristics of the parking regimes in the journey 

destinations? 
 What variables determine higher/lower vehicle occupancy? 
 What ‘demand management’ measures in the ‘toolbox’ could be applied? 

 
This would be useful. 
 
I hope this is helpful. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Derrick Coffee 
 
(County Officer, Campaign for Better Transport – East Sussex.) 


