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Travelman says-  SOUTHERN 
TICKETS GO UP!
 

BUS CAMPAIGN LATEST
 
We continue to press East Sussex Council and Compass bus not to increase their fares 

by 30%.

 

Compass is saying that it cannot set its fares until it has had discussions with East Sussex 

Council.  ESCC says that it is entirely up to Compass what fares it sets on the 121, 123, 

125 to Alfriston, 127, 128, 129 and 143

 

Meanwhile the council is keeping very quiet about what fares it intends to charge on the 

166, the Village Rider 824 and the 125 to Barcombe.

 

With 8 weeks to go you may want to make your views known

info@compass-travel.co.uk

passenger.transport@eastsussex.gov.uk (or via your council member)

 

You may remember that a number of councillors “called in “ the decision to cut service 

frequencies.  This means that the council had to look at the issue again.  However the 

council itself decided that there were no grounds to look at the decision again because it 

felt it had made the decision correctly.  The only option to challenge this is a complex legal 

challenge.

 



With a council that allows a committee to over-rule a whole council meeting (which voted 

against the cuts) and which is effectively allowed to decide itself whether it made a 

decision correctly or not, you may wonder where democracy has gone and how effective 

voting is.

 

MALLING DOWN WALK
 
There can’t be many Lewisians who have not been up on Malling Down, but my latest 

walk may be handy for newcomers, or guests who you want to get out of the house for a 

couple of hours.  It’s my Malling Down walk.

 

 If you missed it last month here is a link to my latest Brighton walk

 

SOUTHERN RAISES DAYSAVE TICKET 
PRICES
 Just as it did last year, Southern has snuck in an increase in daysave prices, just after the 

other fares went up.  A daysave ticket bought on the Southern web site in advance now 

costs £17.90 for one and £35.80 for up to 4. Children are still £2 each.

 

I have not been able to check the prices at the tourist information centre. Here the prices 

are normally higher, but you can buy a ticket on the day.

 

A peak daysave now costs £38.

 

A weekly daysave is £93.

 

ADVANCE TICKETS- SOUTHERN CUTS 
BACK
 
Southern is also making it more difficult to buy advance tickets at good rates.  Just as a 

test I checked out the advance tickets from London to Victoria on Wednesday mornings 

before 12 noon for the coming period.

 

The latest Wednesday that you could buy tickets for on 1/1/15 is 8th April.  During the 

period from the 4th Feb till then advance tickets were normally available for the six direct 

trains between 9 and 12.

 

But there were no advance tickets for any weekday of the school half term week in 

February.  (There were tickets in the Easter holiday period)

 



However a typical pattern was for tickets on the trains between 9 and 10 to cost £11 each, 

for tickets for trains leaving between 10 and 11 to cost £ 8 each and for the cheapest 

tickets at £5 to be only available between 11 and 12, which is a bit late unless you are not 

coming back until the evening.

 

If you are coming back the same day a super off peak fare will be better value than the 

£11 advance fare.

 

DON’T LOSE YOUR FOOTPATHS 
BRIDLEWAYS AND CYCLE PATHS
 
It’s always ominous when East Sussex County Council consults us about something. It’s a 

clear sign that they want to cut it or do away with it altogether.  So when they launch a 

consultation about how people use footpaths, bridleways and country parks and don’t say 

why they are doing it, then we need to be worried.

 

Travelman is concerned that the county is hoping that hardly anyone will reply and that 

this will give them an excuse to cut spending.  So he encourages you to fill in their survey, 

which you can find here  Deadline is 20th February.

 

Please reply if you use rights of way or country parks as a walker, cyclist or horse-rider.

 

They are also holding meetings in Lewes and Heathfield for a more detailed exchange of 

views.  You have to sign up if you want to go.  You can do this here  The sign up form is 

annoying.  You are asked for your organisation, even though we are told individuals can 

come and a job title.  Make something up if necessary.

 

DON’T LOSE YOUR BUS PASS- WE ASK 
ELECTION CANDIDATES TO SUPPORT OUR 
CAMPAIGN.
 Concerned about the mutterings from various politicians that “middle class benefits”  such 

as the concessionary bus pass might be withdrawn, even though for each £1 spent on bus 

passes over £2 is generated in social gain, I emailed all of the known Parliamentary 

Candidates for Lewes  to ask them:

 

Will you undertake to vote against any attempt to means test(make dependent on income) 

entitlement to the concessionary bus pass for pensioners or disabled people or to make it  

discretionary (for example by giving councils the choice about whether or not to operate 

the scheme?

 

I also offered them up to 150 words to elaborate on their position.



 

Here are the replies I received in the order that I got them:

 

Lloyd Russell-Moyle (Labour)

 

Yes I would: 

 

I believe that bus passes should be preserved. Labour introduced them and we should 

maintain. I will vote to ensure that they are maintained in a non-means tested way. I 

believe that councils should be given more powers to regulate buses locally, but in doing 

so should have to fulfil particular national standards of delivery of which a bus pass 

for pensioners or disabled should be one. I also believe that bus passes should be 

preserved/established for people who are in full time education and would support any 

moves to include this as one of the requirements that councils should fulfil

 

Alfie Sterling (Green)

 

Yes.

 

The economic rationale for making cuts to public transport for the sake of financial savings 

is flawed. On the contrary, affordable access to decent public transport is good for the 

economy, good for the environment, good for society and good for people. Access must 

be made as broad as possible and paid for by a more progressive tax system. I will vote 

against any measure that is likely to reduce the quality or scope of access to bus services 

in our constituency

 

Maria Caulfield (Conservative)

 

I'm so sorry your email landed in my spam box and I have only just seen it. So sorry I 

missed the deadline

 

Norman Baker (Liberal-Democrat)

 

No reply

 

UKIP

 

No reply

 

I did send a reminder after the initial request so for the time being the position seems to be 

that Labour and Greens will pledge to keep the bus pass but the Lib Dems and the 

Conservatives do not want to commit themselves.  I’m not sure what we can say about 

UKIP.  The local party does not have a candidate on its web site  so I sent the request to 

their general email address.



 

If you know the UKIP candidate and their email please let me know.  I will publish any 

further communication that I get from Norman Baker or Maria Caulfield next month.

 

LEWES HIKE AND BIKE FESTIVAL
 
This year the festival will run from 30th May to 21st June.  If you are interested in holding 

an event during this time as part of the festival email brian@briandeval.co.uk

 

BRIDGES OVER THE RAILWAY AT LEWES 
STATION
 
The bridges over the railway at Lewes station are being repaired.  This means the road to 

the station will be closed from 22nd Feb to Friday 3rd of July and there will be diversions.  

Personally, if I lived in Garden Street, the bit of Southover High Street next to Grange 

Gardens or Southover Road, I would get together with my neighbours to block the road.

 

SEAFORD SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT 
GROUP
 
Seaford has a campaign linking those using mobity scooters with those using bicycles, a 

great alliance in a town with many older people.  Maybe we should consider something 

similar.

 

COOKSBRIDGE STATION PARTNERSHIP
 
The partnership exists to promote better services and facilities at Cooksbridge Station.  If 

you live that way you can contact them c/o 9 Downsview Cottages

Cooksbridge BN8 4TA dinah1307@gmail.com

 

NORMAN PRESSES FOR BETTER TRAINS
 Norman Baker is to ask for a meeting with Govia, who run Southern and Thameslink 

trains to ask for:

 

• An extra late night train from London Victoria to Eastbourne at 23.17. There is 

presently a long gap between the 22.47 and the 00.05

• Rationalisation of the first class accommodation to reduce the number of such 

areas but improve the quality of what is left



• Support in preparing for the reopening of the Lewes-Uckfield line and the 

creation of a new Willingdon chord, allowing some services to bypass 

Eastbourne

• More daytime off-peak services for Cooksbridge station

• The addition of an extra four carriages to what are presently 4 or 8 car trains.

 NORMAN’S DODGY DONATION 
On 22nd December Norman Baker registered a donation to the Lewes Lib Dem 

constituency from Brian Souter, who runs Stagecoach, a national bus and train company 

running a large number of services.  The amount was £3,500

 

Whether this was thanks for services rendered or simply a disinterested donation to a 

former minister who has taken a greater interest in the bus network than many is difficult 

to say.  The small amount is hardly enough to corrupt and we do not know what other 

MP’s have received this support.

 

But it is certainly dirty money.  Brian Souter is on record as saying he would withdraw all 

his buses from Newcastle rather than submit to an agreement whereby all services were 

franchised under the control of the passenger transport authority, with profit making 

services subsidising loss making services.  At the moment Stagecoach trousers the profits 

on profitable services and trousers subsidy to run loss making ones.  Stagecoach also 

ran free bus services in Darlington in order to bankrupt the local bus company.  Having 

done this he then introduced Stagecoach services at a profit.

 

You can get an idea of Mr Souter’s attitude to public money and public service from the 

story about how Stagecoach got its name.  The Souter’s noticed that you could get fuel 

subsidies for running bus services but not coach services.  The difference was that bus 

services had stops no more than a certain distance apart.  So they started running coach 

services, but they placed “bus stops”  at places no one would ever want to get on in order 

to get the subsidy.  This enabled them to compete very successfully with rival coach firms.

 

Mr Souter has also funded Scottish Nationalist and anti-Gay Rights campaigners but his 

donation to Norman Baker is not thought to be linked to this.

 

PARISHES REJECT MAJOR ROAD BUILDING 
FOR A27
 
Taken from the SCATE web site

 

“A recent meeting of Parish representatives from east of Lewes to Folkington has 

welcomed the £75 million nominally allocated by the Government for improvements to this 

section of the A27. However, the representatives have resoundingly rejected the idea of a 

major bypass or new road from Lewes to Polegate.  Instead they want to see the money 



used to improve road safety along the existing alignment, with improved local access at 

junctions, as soon as possible.  They want the focus to be on improving traffic flow, but not 

increasing traffic speed.

 

In particular, the meeting supported the following measures:

 

• Junction improvements all along the route, with improvements particularly 

needed at Wilmington and Selmeston

• A safer crossing between the Firle and Glynde junctions for pedestrians and 

cyclists

• A Selmeston bypass behind the Barley Mow

• A single speed limit along this stretch of road and related measures

 
In contrast, there was no support for the Folkington Link.

 

All of these measures would make a marked improvement to safety and access along the 

route and could be implemented quite quickly, in comparison to a major new road.  While 

a Selmeston bypass behind the Barley Mow would intrude into the South Downs National 

Park, this might be acceptable if done sensitively.

 

Overall, this approach by the Parishes seems sensible and pragmatic, and if implemented 

would lead to real improvements without causing the widespread damage and destruction 

of new road building.”

 

Scate ran a demonstration in Eastbourne recently under the heading Better Buses not 

bigger Roads http://scate.org.uk/better-buses-not-bigger-roads/.  Maybe you should 

join Scate now?

 

CROSSING OFFHAM ROAD IS AN ACCIDENT 
WAITING TO HAPPEN  says Lewes Living 
Streets
 
Lewes Speed Watch and Lewes Living Streets are calling for a new pedestrian crossing to 

stop an accident waiting to happen and mark the beginning of an extended 20 mph area 

on Offham Road.

 

Lewes Living Streets have been campaigning for an extension of the 20 mph areas in the 

town for many years as a way of making the town a more pleasant and safer place in 

which to walk. After extensive public consultation, many of these 20 mph extensions will 

be put in place by April 2015 by East Sussex County Council.  But the Lewes group don’t 

think the Council is going far enough and say the Council could sort out an accident 

waiting to happen with a bit more flexibility.



 

The accident waiting to happen is on the Offham Road where many families cross from 

Prince Edwards Road to the Landport and back again (see photos).  Families struggle to 

see traffic coming up the hill Because of a bend in the road but have no other option 

because of the very limited pavement on the Prince Edwards Road side. The Council 

have recognised there is a problem (following petitioning by local residents) but will only 

pay half the costs of putting in a pedestrian crossing.

 

Lewes Community Speed Watch is made up of volunteers trained and equipped by the 

Police to monitor the speed of traffic around Lewes. They report back to the Police through 

Operation Crackdown and speeding drivers get a warning letter from the Police. One of 

their designated speed monitoring spots is on the Offham Road opposite Prince Edwards 

Road right where the pedestrian crossing should go.  They are very supportive of the 

crossing having witnessed many families trying to cross here and their volunteers have 

even tried to assist people trying to cross.

 

Lewes Living Streets says that the problem should be solved by extending 20 mph limit 

from the centre of town to this point and using some of the money designated for the 20 

mph extensions to pay for the other half of the pedestrian crossing cost as the crossing 

would help keep speeds down too.

 

“At present drivers coming out of the 20 mph area towards the Offham Road see a 30 

mph sign as they go over the railway bridge which encourages drivers to speed up. But 

this is just before the bend in the road hidden behind which families are trying to cross. It 

sends out the wrong message to drivers at present. Putting in a pedestrian crossing would 

enable this stretch to become a 20 mph road and make it safer for everyone” said Kevin 

Moore of Lewes Living Streets.

 

For more information or to join the grou contact: Kevin Moore (07771811377) Chair of the 

group.

 

READERS’ EMAILS
 
Elizabeth Thomas writes:

 

“I absolutely agree with Sari re the 12.05 being too late and the 10.47 pm being too early 

for the theatre.  You can get to Brighton later; you can travel westwards later; but for some 

reason, not east because you miss connecting to the last eastbound coastal service train 

from Brighton, too.    It was only after I retired and I could go to matinees, that i was able 

to go up to the National, Globe, Hampstead and Tricycle Theatres!  This may have been to 

do with the mineral freight trains that used to run into Newhaven but BR cut the link during 

the last building slump of the early 1990s.  Why that gap still exists, I have never been 

able to get out of Southern!  I wish you good luck!  Either an 11.17 or an 11.47 would help.



 

If the TPTB insist on sending patients to Haywards Heath Princes Royal, then they need a 

much more frequent bus service not a reduced one and a transponder connected to the 

hospital so you are not standing in the cold and dark, not knowing when/if the bus will 

come. 

 

In recent weeks, Churchill Sq has suffered from buses “vanishing” as they reach the top of 

the display.  I gather delays mean they have returned to an old Stagecoach habit of 

turning them at The Level, so people waiting in Churchill Square have been waiting up to 

40 minutes.  Whether that is temporary or not I don’t know but it makes people not want to 

use the buses!”

 

Fiona Higham says:

 

“As a musician living in Lewes I totally agree with the reader who wrote asking why there 

is no train after the 22.47 until 12.05 . It's a miserable situation for all actors, musicians, 

and audience members who live in Lewes, of whom there are many !

 

The  question I would raise  ( which, incidentally has been raised with the train companies 

umpteen times over the past twenty years) is why the Thameslink 09.18 from Haywards 

Heath to London Bridge , is always only four carriages. It is infamous as the most crowded 

and unpleasant service to travel on, and yet they stubbornly refuse to add more 

carriages ! Why is this, to force people to the earlier, and more expensive trains perhaps ?

 

Yours in frustration”

 

News about rides from Lewes 
cyclshackinfo@lewescycleshack.co.uk
“Thanks for your latest edition of Travelog. I will contact Simon about the survey of traffic 

in Cliffe High Street which is really needed. There are more and more cars and taxis using 

it as a rat run and I have not seen it monitored by the local police for over a year now. 

When it was originally marked as two way for bikes I told the highways people that it was 

inadequately marked but as expected I was ignored!

 

Also I just wanted to let you know that we are holding a monthly mountain bike ride on 

Sundays and maybe you could mention this in your next travelog. We had 20 people (and 

one dog) for our first ride in December which proved very popular, albeit very muddy, and 

are holding the next one on the 18th Jan. 

 

All comers are welcome and just need to contact us at either shop or by email to advise 

that they would like to attend. We meet outside Cycle Shack 1 (Intersport) in Cliffe High 

Street. There is no charge and we aim to cater for a variety of riders, the likelihood being 

that we will develop into two groups during the ride so that those ahead do not have to 



wait for long periods and those behind can find their own speed as well. 

 

We will have leaders for each group and there is always an option to return to Lewes via a 

shortened route if participants do not want to complete the full circuit which would typically 

be a two hour ride. We have some hire bikes available if needed but these must be 

booked in advance.

 

I am hoping that if it continues to be a popular event it will develop into a "cycle club" at 

some stage in the future.

 

Although plans are still being finalised we will definitely be holding the Lewes Hike and 

Bike Festival over four weekends in May and June this year (30th May to 20th June). 

There will be headline road and mountain bike rides with organised routes, marshals etc 

as well as a host of other events so if you have got space to mention this it would be 

appreciated. More details to follow as planning progresses.”

 

 

GOT SOMETHING THAT OTHER PEOPLE 
OUGHT TO KNOW ABOUT?
 
Send it to me at travelman@travelloglewes.co.uk  Deadline for each issue is the 25th of 

the month before.

 


