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POLITICAL Pressure will be vital to the 
reinstating of the Levenmouth Railway — 
that is the claim by Dr. Allen Armstrong, 
the secretary of the Levenmouth Rail 
Campaign, which is calling for the route 
to  re-connect  Scotland’s  largest  com-
munity without a network railway link. 

He says: “an economic case alone will 
not be enough for the branch line to be 
put back into public use”. 

Fife Council have agreed to support 
and help fund a new feasibility study, as 
fellow campaigners call for anyone con-
cerned to lobby their MPs for support. 

This will be critical if Network Rail and 
Transport Scotland are to be convinced to 
consider backing the project. 

It is a little over 45 years since the last 
passenger trains called at Leven and 
Windygates Stations, and freight trains 
departed for the very last time in 2001. 
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Windygates Station and Cameron Bridge 
Distillery. The array of sidings here, left of 
the platform, are still in place long after 
the last trains came — though they still 
need bringing up to modern standards. 
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Up to £100,000 is available to compile 
the all-important STAG report — “Scottish 
Transport Appraisal Guidance” — updating 
one that was carried out over six years 
ago. Fife Council’s plan to update the 
document is being seen as proof that lo-
cal support for the plans is in place... but 
now this must be maintained. 

Questions have been asked in the past 
about how much of a priority this is for 
Fife Council, as it also considers other 
issues like Halbeath [Park-and-Ride] and 
Redhouse, but the Levenmouth Rail cam-
paigners are encouraged by the decision. 

As Energy Park Fife, at Methil, contin-
ues to expand, this and several other 
Levenmouth businesses, such as Diageo 
and the Low Carbon Investment Park, 
could benefit from the railway’s revival. 

Glenrothes and Kirkcaldy businesses 
may well also benefit from its reopening. 

Jane Findlay, from Fife Council Trans-
port, said: “The brief for the STAG is cur-
rently being drafted in consultation with 
Transport Scotland. The process takes 
eight weeks so should have the consult-
ants aboard by late-March or early-April”. 

If they approve of it, they will help in 
funding the project. 

It is therefore vital, in the meantime, for 
all campaigners to lobby their MPs ...  



 

 

51,837 
Lie in Wait 

 

Levenmouth and East Fife Population 
Grows - But The Track’s Still Static ! 

 

Above: The railway follows the River Leven itself, before 
passing under the A.915. at Windygates; and then, Below, 
nears Leven via the Iron Bridges, west of the town centre. 
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CLEAR Buckhaven, 36 College Street, Buckhaven, 
KY8 1JY.  —  [Opposite Library and Council Offices] 

o r ,  T e l e p h o n e :   0 1 5 9 2 - 7 1 3 0 7 8  
Main Webs ite  —  www.lmrc -act ion .org .uk 

Facebook - www.facebook.com/levenmouth.railcampaign 

This  News-Letter  is  Produced  by 
ALISTAIR AYNSCOUGH, 
Colinsburgh,   Fife,  on  Behalf of the  
LevenMouth Rail Campaign. 

PLEASE SIGN OUR 
ON-LINE PETITION ! 
www.gopetition.com  

. . . . . . Tha nks!. . . . . . Tha nks!   

LMRC Contacts...LMRC Contacts...  

NEXT OPEN MEETINGS 
6.30 p.m. on 
Wednesdays 
4 Feb / 11 March 
Fife Renewables 
Innovation Centre 
Methil Docks, Leven 

THE LEVENMOUTH Rail Link is needed because local 
people from the area, as well as the East Neuk of Fife, 
need to be able to travel for work, shopping, study and 
leisure, LMRC and other local campaigners say. 

According to the latest figures from KnowFife, a total 
of 51,837 people currently live in the Levenmouth and 
East Neuk districts — all potential users of the railway — 
and the study predicts 4,000 more will join them in the 
next few years. The Strategic Land Allocation and local 
plans also include 1,650 homes to accommodate them. 

Levenmouth is by far the largest urban area in Scot-
land not to have a direct link to the railway network. 

The line, ironically, is still there, but clearly needs at-
tention in these images. It is five miles (8 kilometres) 
long, and the first mile, up to Earlseat, is actually used 
today by coal trains. Beyond there, while the population 
grows, the track remains ‘static’ — nothing moves there. 

Overcoming deprivation and exclusion of Levenmouth 
residents, as well as carbon reduction and a logical step 
towards helping local enterprise are just some reasons 
why this short but significant railway truly matters. … … … 

THORNTON - LEVEN  

℡ 


