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Travelman says  "SAVE 
COCKSHUT LANE FROM 
TRAFFIC!" 
  

  

For many years the only cycleway in Lewes was the route from the Stanley Turner Sports 

Ground passing under the by-pass and the Southdown club and emerging in Southover 

High Street after passing under the railway.- Cockshut Lane.  It forms part of the current 

Lewes to Kingston cycle route and will be part of the Egrets Way. 

  

The route has not only been important to cyclists.  It has been much used by walkers, 

including those walking their dogs.  For many Lewisians it has been a favourite place to go 

blackberrying in the autumn.  The route is also used by equestrians. 

  

But the quiet lane has always been blighted by vehicle use, particularly by car drivers 

taking their kids to play sports in the ground who are too lazy to walk with them from 

official parking places. There have also been complaints that the owners of Rise Farm 

have used this route to get to the farm despite a planning restriction barring them from 

doing so. 

  

Vehicle use causes major problems for other users because the lane is so narrow.  For 

many years East Sussex Council provided locked gates at the end of the Stanley Turner 

grounds and just by the tunnel under the by-pass.  However these were frequently 

vandalised by motorists and the gates have been removed pending a more sustainable 

solution. 

  

This looked about to be achieved when East Sussex County Council agreed to requests 



from the Kingston Road Residents Association to designate the lane as a bridleway, 

enabling them to put in place more permanent restrictions. 

  

Rise Farm 

  

Now the owners of Rise Farm want to make it legal to drive commercial vehicles along the 

Lane.  They say that the only alternative for large vehicles is to drive round by the town 

dump and along by the bypass.  They have diversified into industrial units (including 

Orange Badge mobility aids) and think that this long established route is now too far. 

  

The current route to Rise Farm via the dump is also part of the proposed Egrets Way, but 

the current use of this is quite small.  This is because vehicles travelling along it can only 

get to Rise Farm, unless they can pass under the low railway bridge.  This would not be 

the case if Cockshut Lane was opened to traffic. 

  

There are also quite a few places where you can get off the road between the dump and 

the Southdown Club if a car is coming.  There is also a legal right of way which runs 

parallel to the track between the dump and the Southdown.  This has been obstructed by 

bracken for many years, but it could be re-opened.  However the lane between the tunnel 

under the by-pass and the Stanley Turner has very few places where you can get out of 

the way of a car or a lorry. 

  

The key reason for not opening up this part of the lane for commercial traffic is that it then 

becomes practically impossible to stop other vehicles using it.  Gradually more and more 

traffic will use the route.  It will be practically impossible to erect barriers.  Cyclists, walkers 

and other users will be crowded out. 

  

You can find the planning application at: 

:http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-

applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=NJCV3VTUMD500 

  

If you wish to object you must do this before the 3rd of March.  Please do so. 

  

The process for making a comment is fiddly.  You need to click on the “comments” 

tab.  You then need to log in using your email and password. (or register if you have not 

already done so).  You can then make your comment. 



  

By 18th Feb Lewes town council had not made a comment, even though they had been 

invited to do so.  If you have anything to do with the town council you might want to chase 

this up. 

  

You might also want to ask East Sussex County Council to open up the footpath that runs 

parallel to the lane between the dump and the Southdown club. You can contact them at 

rightsofway@eastsussex.gov.uk  

  

A LITTLEHAMPTON WALK 
  

Travelman does not often venture west of Shoreham, but here is a walk in darkest west 

Sussex, from Goring to Littlehampton, on the West Coastway railway.  It is a countryside 

and seaside adventure for adults and energetic children with varied things to see and do. - 

and some reminders about why we need to fight for a coastal path. The walk can be 

shortened.  

  

GOT SOMETHING THAT OTHER PEOPLE 
OUGHT TO KNOW ABOUT? 
  

Send it to me at travelman@travelloglewes.co.uk  Deadline for each issue is the 25th of 

the month before. 
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