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FIFE COUNCIL is “committed” to the 
re-opening of the Levenmouth Rail Link —
so said Lesley Laird, their Deputy Leader, 
at the campaign group’s February meet. 

Councillor Laird, who is also executive 
spokesperson for economy and planning 
at  Fife Council,  stated  that  the  local  
authority was right behind the scheme, 
but she also told campaigners that they 
must “work even harder to make the case 
for the reinstated rail link”. 

“It is clear the campaign to bring pas-
senger rail back to Leven is near and dear 
to all at the meeting and to the commu-
nity in general”, she added, while outlining 
the clear aims of the project alongside the 
aims of Fife Council, particularly  concern-
ing the economy and accessibility. 

“Levenmouth has so much to offer 
residents, businesses and tourists. There 
is no doubt, improving its transportation 
links would open up the potential of the 
area and its people to do even more”. 

At the well-attended meeting at the 
Fife  Renewables  Innovation  Centre  at 
Methil Docks, Leven, on Wednesday, 4th. 
February, a new leaflet produced by Fife 
Council, in conjunction with the Leven-
mouth Rail Campaign was released.  The 
dd 

leaflet explains the many benefits a rail 
link will bring to the area, what action the 
Council is taking now, and what people 
can do to show their support for the link. 

Allen Armstrong, LMRC secretary, said: 
“There’s a great opportunity emerging 
now for the Leven rail-link to be the next 
main rail re-connection in Scotland after 
the success of Airdrie-Bathgate, Stirling-
Alloa and, soon, the Borders line. 

“We appreciate Fife Council’s backing 
on this key issue for Levenmouth, includ-
ing helping produce this leaflet”. 

The Feasibility Study for the Leven line 
will be ready by June 2015 — but stronger 
local support and pressure are needed to 
prove the strong economic case; “If local 
people want to catch the train from Leven 
after a gap of 45 years it’s up to them to 
show their support to national decision-
makers by signing the petition, using on 
social media and pestering their elected 
representatives”, campaigners say. 

Cllr. Laird added: “Working with Trans-
port Scotland, South East Scotland Trans-
port Partnership (SEStran), LMRC and the 
local community, Fife Council is making 
the case for the Levenmouth Rail Link. 

“I urge anyone who agrees the rail link 
should be re-instated to please show your 
support by signing the online petition at ... 

www.lmrc-action.org.uk  
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Above: Lesley Laird, Fife Council  Deputy Leader, gives her talk at the 4 February LMRC  Meeting. 

.
” 

• Improve accessibility to and from Levenmouth and the East Neuk to Edinburgh and Dundee • Reduce traffic congestion on Fife’s roads by promoting a shift from car to public transport • Improve access to key services for the 31% of population who don’t have a car 
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This  News-Letter  has been Produced by  ALISTAIR AYNSCOUGH, 
Colinsburgh,  Fife,  on Behalf of the  LevenMouth Rail Campaign. 

PLEASE SIGN OUR 
ON-LINE PETITION ! 
www.gopetition.com  
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Frequently-Asked Questions … Answered 
 

“Freight Train!” 

WATCHING BBC2’s “Motorway: Life in the Fast Lane” 
recently, LMRC News’ producer Alistair Aynscough was 
left wondering — ‘Why do roads cost so much … ?!?!’ 

The programme featured work currently being done at 
the Catthorpe Junction, where the M1 becomes the M6. 
 

The Highways Agency website quotes this “major 
improvement scheme” at Junction 19 on the M1, in the 
English Midlands, at £191 MILLION. 

 

By contrast, the cost of reinstating the five—mile 
Levenmouth Rail Link, according to The Scotsman news 
website anyway, is “currently £76.8 MILLION”. 

 

That means just one motorway link is priced almost 
two-and-a-half times that of a restored Leven railway !! 
 

The soon to re-open Borders Railway — all 30 miles 
or so of it, now re-laid from Edinburgh Waverley to Tweed-
bank, near Galashiels — has been costed by Transport 
Scotland (in 2012) at £294 MILLION … … that M1 link is 
still over two-thirds the price of this entire project. 

 

Make what you will of these figures, but while you do, 
… … ... PLEASE, remember to Lobby your MP, 
MSP and Local Councillor for Levenmouth Rail  ! 

 

 Not Such a Frequently-Asked Question, but … 
 

“Why Does Upgrading One Motorway 
Junction Cost So Much … ?!” 

 

… Well Over Twice Price Quoted for Leven Rail Link  

 

Wednesday, 15th. April, 6.30 pm. 
RAGES (Rail Action Group - East Scotland) 
Tom Thorburn and Colleagues.   

 

Wednesday, 29th. April, 6.30 pm. 
LMRC Action Committee 
 

Wednesday, 13th. May, 6.30 pm. 
LMRC Monthly Meeting - Open to All 
 

Wednesday, 27th. May, 6.30 pm. 
LMRC Action Committee 
 
Meetings are held at the 
Fife Renewables Innovation Centre, 
Methil Docks, Ajax Way, Leven, KY8 3RS, 
[Starting at 6.30 pm, finish by 8 pm.] 

CLEAR Buckhaven, 36 College St., Buckhaven, 
KY8 1JY.  - [Opposite Library and Council Offices] 
E-Mail: LMRC@mail.com    ’Phone: 01592-713078 
Ma in  Web s i te :  www. lmr c - a c t i on .o rg .uk  
Facebook - www.facebook.com/

levenmouth.railcampaign 

THE LEVENMOUTH Rail Campaign are envisioning a 
“significant potential” for freight trains to bring valuable 
trade for a restored rail link to this isolated community. 
 

Why is the rail link justified - Freight Trains: 
“There is very significant potential for freight traffic, 

taking goods off the inadequate roads serving Leven-
mouth.   1 mile of the line (Thornton to Earlseat) is already 
open since 2012 and transporting coal, thus the key 
mainline connection is already established.  Cameron 
Bridge station adjoins Diageo's Cameron Bridge Distillery, 
the largest in Scotland and is 1.4 miles from Diageo's ma-
jor Leven bottling plant.  Multi-user rail freight facilities are 
proposed for this site with dual rail line for loading. 
 

“The line continues intact to Leven (adjoining Sains-
bury’s), and thence to Methil Docks adjoining the Fife En-
ergy Park.  Improved accessibility would support the em-
ployment opportunities at the 55-hectare Energy Park In-
vestment Zone, as well as the proposed Low Carbon In-
vestment Park, Methil Docks Business Park and Fife Re-
newable Innovation Centre by providing access to a wider 
labour market.   It will also support the workforce for exist-
ing employers such as Diageo, NHS Fife, James Donaldson 
& Sons Ltd, Silberline and Pfaudler-Balfour Ltd.” 


