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Travelman says  Hands of our 
buses and our bus passes!
 

ELECTION CANDIDATES AND THE BUS 
PASS
 
Last month I published two replies to my question to election candidates.  I asked them 

whether they would commit themselves to voting against any proposal to means test 

concessionary bus passes.  Green party candidate Alfie Stirling and Labour candidate 

Lloyd Russell-Moyle committed themselves to opposing any such move.

 

Now Conservative candidate Maria Caulfied has replied too, saying:

 

“I would be very much against means testing for concessionary bus passes and would 

vote against the introduction of such an idea. Means testing is not an efficient way of 

administering such a scheme as firstly many people who would benefit from such a 

scheme are often put off applying if the scheme is means tested because of the 

complexity of applying and the fear of what means testing might entail. Secondly there is 

an assumption that if someone lives in a property that is of a certain value that they are 

wealthy. I have spoken to many older people, living on a state pension, who are asset rich 

but income poor by just having lived in a property which has gone up in value over many 

years. They should not be penalised for this and are as entitled to a concessionary bus 

pass as the next person.”

 

Still no reply from UKIP or Norman Baker, despite reminders.  Given that Lib-Dem party 

leader Nick Clegg has publically advocated means testing of the bus pass, I think we must 

assume that Norman would go along with him.



 

THE STANMER SKYLINE WALK
 Travelman’s latest walk.

 

A grand circuit of the skyline above Stanmer village, with woodlands and varied far 

reaching views, on a route originally designed for wheelchair users and so mostly firm 

underfoot in all seasons and with no stiles.  A few gates.  5.5 miles. See  it using this 

link: The Stanmer Skyline Walk

 

WHEELCHAIR FOOTPATH TRASHED – 
Please help
 A short part of the Stanmer Skyline walk is currently comprehensively trashed.  There is 

an alternative for able bodied people by walking to the left through a wood, but, left to 

itself, the path will not recover sufficiently to be useable by wheelchair users.  Your help to 

campaign to restore the path is needed.  Details here

 

BUS CAMPAIGN
 We continue to press East Sussex Council and Compass bus not to increase their fares 

by 30%.

 

Compass is saying that it cannot set its fares until it has had discussions with East Sussex 

Council.  ESCC says that it is entirely up to Compass what fares it sets on the 121, 123, 

125 to Alfriston, 127, 128, 129 and 143

 

Meanwhile the council is keeping very quiet about what fares it intends to charge on the 

166, the Village Rider 824 and the 125 to Barcombe.

 

With 6 weeks to go you may want to make your views known (any changes would happen 

mid April)

info@compass-travel.co.uk

passenger.transport@eastsussex.gov.uk (or via your council member)

 

NEW PATH ALONG THE B2116 DITCHLING 
ROAD COMPLETES A SAFE ROUTE FROM 
COOKSBRIDGE TO THE SOUTH DOWNS

The South Downs National Park Authority has cleared a new path through Highways land 

on the north side of the B2116 Ditchling Road. Where previously walkers had to walk on or 



very close to the busy road, there is now a beautiful path through the trees. The new path 

runs from Picketts westwards to Courthouse Farm and can be accessed by existing rights 

of way across fields from Cooksbridge Station.

 

At Courthouse Farm it links with an existing bridleway which climbs up to the South 

Downs Way. As the new path is along Highways land, there is already a given right of way, 

so the new path will not appear on O/S or other maps. However it will be well signposted 

and will be maintained by the Monday Group of volunteers.

 

Thanks to Offham resident Keven Froud for this information

 

TRAVELMAN’S WALK ALONG THE NEW 
PATH
 
It is not often that we get a new footpath, so Travelman has decided to celebrate it by 

creating a new walk called To Blackcap with the Monday Group which uses the new paths 

and also crosses a number of stiles maintained by the Monday group.

 

MORE DAYSAVE MEANNESS
 Last month’s newsletter reported on the price hike for Southern daysave tickets, which 

have gone up to £17.90 for one, with tickets for up to 4 adults now costing £35.80 if 

bought from the Southern web site.  (£2 for children)

 

Travelman has now noticed that, after a brief period of flirting with the idea of allowing you 

to buy them at 3 days’ notice, you now have to buy the tickets 7 days in advance again.

 

And Dave Atkinson reports that daysave tickets on the day bought from the tourist office 

are now £18.90 for one and £36.80 for up to four.  He says. “It only seems like a few 

months since they were £14 … “

 

TAXI USE AND ABUSE
 
Imogen Makepeace writes:

 

“I’m a newly qualified hackney carriage cabbie with County Cars and (perhaps unusually, 

also a member of the Green Party,) I fully support your aims for greater use of public 

transport and walking/cycling.

 

 I am currently waging a little mission of my own which may or may not be of interest to 

you, regarding the inflationary prices Brighton and Hove cabbies are getting away with 

charging, particularly young women after a night out.



 

 There is not enough awareness in the public’s mind of how Taxis operate and what the 

customer’s rights are.  I would like people to know:

 1) there is an obligation for the taxi driver to pick up the customer if the customer has the 

right fare

 2) the right fare is what is on the meter

 

 therefore the situation which I hear of many times where the driver quotes a set fee  £30 ( 

often using late night as the excuse) and refuses the customer who has been brought in 

by a Lewes cabbie for £20 is wrong on both accounts.

 

 I am currently using the opportunity of having young people in the cab to give them this 

information, but it would be better to be able to spread the message further.”

 

TOWN SERVICES
 
Just to remind you that we have a Sunday bus service round Lewes estates.  

Timetable here  As usual, use it or lose it.

 

Here is the timetable for the weekday Landport bus.  Here is the timetable for the 128 and 

129 buses to Nevill, Winterbourne, Southover and Malling.

 

During the roadworks outside the station the nearest stops to the station are likely to be at 

the bottom of Station Street Hill going into town and in Southover Street opposite the 

council offices going away from town.

 

If you are unable to use ordinary buses you can use the dial-a-ride service.  Details here

 

25 BUS LEWES TO ALFRISTON ON 
SATURDAYS
 
This bus starts from Lewes station so is affected by the current diversions around the 

station.  Funding by East Sussex County Council is withdrawn from April

 

Cuckmere bus tells us

 

“Our 25 is taking the diversion route, dropping off in Southover Road (bus stop), follow the 

diversion and lay over outside the District Council offices back in Southover Road.  We are 

concerned about turning arrangements at the station, which we expect will become a 

dangerous free-for-all.  We will observe it (and if you can assist that would be great) and if 

we can be assured that it is safe, we will turn left from Garden Street and run to the 

station, turning there and running back via Southover High Street.



 

The service will end after 18th April as support from ESCC is withdrawn.  Compass Travel 

will be running a service on their own account between Eastbourne, Alfriston and Lewes 

on Mondays to Saturdays.”

 

If you want to catch the 25 from the Station while it is still running the best place to wait is  

probably the stop on the hill at Station Street, at the bottom of the hill.  Other stops are 

Fisher Street, the bus station and on Phoenix causeway.  The bus then runs up the a26 to 

Earwig corner.

 

SAVE COCKSHUT LANE
 
There is still just time to object to this planning application. (Details here)

 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?

activeTab=summary&keyVal=NJCV3VTUMD500

 

If you wish to object you must do this before the 3rd of March.

 

LEWES STATION CYCLE HUB
Southern Railway is aiming to have the building finished by the end of March with an 

official opening the first or second week in April.  Thanks to Simon Giddey of Cycle Lewes 

for this info.

Cycle  and pedestrian access should be maintained during the works on the bridge, 

though cyclists may have to walk their bikes along the pavement at some points.

 

 

SEAFORD COMMUNITY RAIL PARTNERSHIP 
WALKS IN PLUMPTON
 
A lovely guided tour for none walks and walkers alike from Plumpton Railway Station

Thursday 12th March at 10:45am (to meet trains).

 

Join us for a 4 mile, 2 hour gentle walk around the delightful countryside that the village of 

Plumpton and the South Downs National Park can provide. There will be a brief history of 

the area to accompany the walk.

No need to book, this is a free walk, just turn up.

 

If you wish to join the tour please meet at Plumpton Station at 10.30am.

 



It is not essential to book but you can do so or find out more information from Sam Lear of 

Sussex Community Rail Partnership on 07891 556897 or at  sam@sussexcrp.org

 

The walk is a partnership activity between Sussex Community Rail Partnership and South 

Downs National Park.

 

And if you can't make this day then we will be out again on Saturday 21st March at 

10:50am (to meet trains).

 
CLIMATE MARCH : 7/3/15
 
“Road to Nowhere” has supplied this information:

 

The People’s Climate March last September was huge. With around 40,000 people 

marching in London and nearly half a million in New York, with thousands more around the 

world.

2015 is the year of crucial climate talks in Paris and the 'Time to Act' march will see 

groups working to protect the environment converge on London for an even bigger 

event. 

We're helping to pull together a 'Transport bloc' - so that bus, road, rail and airport 

campaigners can have a bigger impact by marching together.

Save the date and make plans to come along with your local groups, banners, props and 

placards:

• When: Sat 7 March from 12.30pm

• Where: Lincolns Inn Fields, London WC2A 3TL - marching to Parliament

• Exactly where: Transport bloc meeting point at the north east corner of the 

square

More info about the event: timetoact2015.org and details of coaches from around the UK.

 

HOLIDAY IDEAS
 
It’s around the time we start to think about holidays.  Here are some ideas

 

CYCLE TO PARIS (OR LONDON)

 

On my web site you will find details of the London to Newhaven section of a London to 

Paris bike ride and links to a route from Dieppe to Paris 

 



CYCLE UNDER THE DOWNS TO PORTSMOUTH (AND ON TO FRANCE)

 

The site also has details of a long distance bike route from Lewes to Portsmouth, under 

the Downs- a far better route than the South Downs Way.

 

I think this is a wonderful route.  It takes you under the downs, often by lanes so quiet that 

you have to watch for dogs asleep in the road.  It goes through sleeping villages and 

market towns, past historic and modern attractions, centuries old churches and through 

comparatively unspoilt countryside. 

 

For most of the ride you have excellent views of the north fact of the downs.  You get a 

glimpse of the social history of these parts of Sussex and Hampshire in a way that you 

never would on the south downs way.  Plus you are in the right place for pubs, shops and 

accommodation.  This route is designed for you to take your time, to sink into the 

countryside.  Take three days or even a week.

 

At Portsmouth you can get ferries to France, including one to Le Havre, from whence you 

can cycle to Dieppe and then take the ferry home.

 

THE KENTISH THAMES WALK

 

Here is one that the neighbours won’t have been on.  The Kentish Thames walk

 

This is Kent, but not the garden of England.  It is the Thames, but not the picturesque 

Thames of Oxford or the familiar London river.  This is a walk through the edge lands, 

where everything is in a state of flux, where the normal rules do not apply and the land is 

constantly under threat of being overwhelmed by the river or the Thames Gateway project 

to warehouse the poor, or both; where human endeavours, great and marginal, crop up 

quickly, flourish and decay, leaving only remains; where the desolate heathland, which 

once covered much of England, still remains.  This is the wild, wide, working Thames, 

frightening in its potential power.

 

THE HIGH WEALD LANDSCAPE TRAIL

 

For my money the best long distance footpath in the South East, and one of the best in 

the country and (just about) accessible as day trips by public transport from Lewes.  

Details here

 

BY TRAIN TO GERMANY FOR £45

 

Deutche Bahn offers single tickets starting at 59 euro (currently about £45) from London to 

anywhere in Germany.  To get the very cheapest tickets you usually have to stay overnight 

in Brussels. (try the IBIS Brussels midi right by the station) but it’s a very good deal, 

especially if you are going to Berlin or Dresden.



 

OTHER HOLIDAYS BY RAIL

 

The man in Seat 61  offers a large number of ideas for holidays you can take using the 

train.

 

IF NONE OF THESE APPEAL

 

There are some other ideas here

 

MORE ON EVENING TRAINS BACK FROM 
LONDON
Janet Mortimer says:

 

“For years I wrote to Southern asking for additional carriages on the existing 2317 

Littlehampton train. The initial response was “no demand”, they had “asked customers” 

(when?). The last time I tried, with Norman Baker taking it up (before coalition), they said it 

was included in the franchise when the Littlehampton route was allocated. Norman copied 

me their letter, to which I replied that as the franchise was soon to be renewed. it should 

be included in any allocation. It wasn’t, but I’m glad he’s taken it up again.

 

I also wrote to various theatres asking for earlier performances or shortened intervals 

(often two), including ENO (no reply). Tony Hall, then CEO at Covent Garden, said people 

couldn’t get there earlier than 1930; prompting me to respond that they got to 

Glyndebourne by 1730ish. Cynically, I think it’s to flog food and drink since they start 

earlier for Wagner: people do get there!”

CYCLESHACK BIKE MAINTENANCE 
CLASSES
 
Cycleshack at Friars Walk will be running some bike maintenance workshops suitable for 

all ages. Subject to demand we may also be holding some classes aimed purely at kids to 

teach them the basics so punctures and dodgy brakes are no longer a reason not to get 

on your bike! Ring Harvey at Cycle shack 2 if you want to secure a place early on: 01273 

483108

 

CYCLESHACK WOMENS’ EVENT
 
On the 18th March Cycleshack are having an evening event which is open to all comers 

but aimed especially at female cyclists. Tom is organising this and has arranged for some 



very interesting presentations.They will also be showing off some brand new clothing lines 

which we think our customers are going to really like, quite different from the normal cycle 

specific clothing, but still suitable for wearing whilst riding please ring the shop on  01273 

479688 or email if you want to book a space or find out more about this event.

 

GIVING UP THE CAR
In the spring edition of the Sussex Community Rail Partnership Luke Taylor is interviewed 

about giving up his car.  Here is an extract:

 

HAVE YOUR WORKED OUT THE ACTUAL SAVINGS?

 

It took some time, but yes I did. I did some research on costs, and the one big one 

everyone misses is "Depreciation" so I would have had to take finance for a new car (at 

around £200 a month) and to avoid having to borrow money again when I needed to 

replace the car, I would need to save the same amount again on top of that. At £400 a 

month, it worked out at £4800 a year. Add fuel (around £850 a year), MOT/Service 

(around £500 a year), insurance (around £600 a year) and Road Tax (around £45 a year), 

I was looking at a figure of over £7000.00. Compare that

to the cost of an annual season ticket (around £3000) which I could use for both work and 

leisure, it was a no brainer for me. I would be £4000 a year better off without a car.

 

HAS IT BEEN EASY?

 

It has, believe it or not. I thought it would be hard, but where I live we have such good 

public transport connections, it's not really caused any bother at all

other than the odd couple of moments where I think "I wish I still had a car"... …...

That's probably once or twice a year though, if that!

 

WHAT HAVE THE ADVANTAGES BEEN?

 

So many - too many to mention. Obviously the financial saving, but also if I'm not driving, I 

can do other things; catch up on e-mails, work, or even look at the latest gossip on social 

media. And I can do all this without the stress of driving.

 

WHAT HAVE THE DIFFICULTIES BEEN?

 

 I can't really say there have been any. I think the only time I miss the car is when I need to 

take my cat to the vet, as that can be a bit testing on public transport. But if need be I'll get 

a taxi. I also thought I would struggle with supermarket shopping, but I switched to online 

shopping which I now prefer as you don't have the hassle of crowds, queues or trying to 

find a parking space near to the entrance when it's pouring with rain. Plus when I shop 

online I don't get distracted by all the special

offers and buy things I don't need! It's probably saved me even more money in the long 



run.

 

PLEASE MENTION YOUR TIP FOR SEASONAL CAR-HIRE

 

Think outside the box—, a convertible in the winter and a four-wheel drive in the Summer. 

On the occasions when I've needed a car, a wedding in a rural area without public 

transport. I can pick up a rental on a Friday afternoon, for around £60 for the whole 

weekend if I look for a good offer. The only added extra is for fuel, but the cost of 

depreciation, tax, insurance and maintenance is covered by the rental company. In total I 

think I spent around £650 on driving last year, which doesn’t dent the saving I have made 

by not owning my own car.

 

GOT SOMETHING THAT OTHER PEOPLE 
OUGHT TO KNOW ABOUT?
 
Send it to me at travelman@travelloglewes.co.uk  Deadline for each issue is the 25th of 

the month before.

 


