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MARCH 2015 BONUS EXTRA
 

 

BUS CAMPAIGN- LEWES TOWN COUNCIL 
HOLDS A MEETING.  WHY NOT GO?
 
Many parish councils have been active in defending their buses, but Lewes Town Council 

has been pretty quiet, given the scale of the cuts in Lewes, although individual council 

members have been active in the campaign.

 

Finally, after pressure from Lewes Stop the Cuts members, the traffic sub-committee of 

the town council is to meet on Tuesday 24th March  at 7pm  in Yarrow Room at the 

Town Hall.

 

The name of the committee may reflect the way that the council once saw its priorities, but 

it is the committee that is responsible for policy on buses.

 

Of course, only council members on the committee can vote and the public does not have 

formal speaking rights, but the chair has the power to allow anyone to speak.  Travelman 

hopes he uses it.

 

The town council has only very limited powers over buses, but it has funded Sunday town 

bus services.  Campaigners have suggested that the council could consider funding extra 

bus services during the week and that it could make links with nearby Parish councils to 

unite policy and lobbying.

 

TRAVELMAN AND FACEBOOK
 



For ages Travelman has avoided Facebook, believing that if he signed up Mark 

Zuckerberg would steal his soul, but has now relented.

 

The Travel Log Facebook page is now at https://www.facebook.com/travelloglewes. It will 

be used for latest updates between newsletters.  So if you visit the page and “like” it you 

will get updates.

 

NORMAN BAKER AND THE BUS PASS
 
With all Lewes general election candidates bar the (apparently not yet announced) UKIP 

candidate and Norman Baker having pledged themselves to opposing means-testing of 

the bus pass, Travelman speculated last month on why Norman had not replied.

 

Subsequently Norman Baker emailed to say “For the avoidance of doubt, I support the 

continuation of free bus passes in their present form, that is without means testing. As I 

said to you in my previous email, my reticence to engage on the issue earlier is not to do 

with the issue, but down to my wish to try not to get into answering general election 

questions months ahead of the actual election. Parliament continues until March 30th.”

 

Turns out Norman’s office mis-sent the original email, so I did not get it.

 

CHEAP BRIGHTON BUS TICKETS 
FACEBOOK PAGE
 
A facebook page has been set up re-selling Brighton bus tickets.  Most offers are Brighton 

and Sussex Uni students selling one day tickets for £2.  The Brighton bus company are 

furious and want the sale taken down.  Legally bus tickets are not transferable.

 

It doesn’t help fund bus travel either, but after the Brighton company ran Big Lemon Bus 

off the road on the university run by reducing the fares until the Big Lemon had to 

withdraw and then putting them up again, some may feel that they are getting their just 

desserts.

 

CYCLING IN SEAHAVEN
 
Ian Cairns copied Travelman in to his email to Norman Baker about cycling issues in 

Seahaven and elsewhere.

 

“Dear Mr Baker

 

I note your publicity for an A259 campaign in which you mention cyclists as one of the 



beneficiaries. However the only measure you seem to be advocating is to improve the 

route out of Brighton toward Newhaven. Whilst this stretch undoubtedly needs 

improvement, ESCC are due to start work on a new route this year, although unfortunately 

not one that the local cycle groups recommended.

 

There are in addition many parts of the A259 that need improvement for cyclists.

 

• A cycle lane is badly needed from Seaford Station along the A259 to the Downs 

Leisure Centre, a route used by many people, often with children.

 
• Beyond that point, going East, there is the famous Exceat Hill. This narrow hill is 

part of the National Cycle Route 2 and the London-Paris route. More locally it is 

a big barrier to anyone wanting to return to Seaford after a cycle trip around the 

Cuckmere Valley or Friston. The hill has been the scene of a number of cycle 

incidents including a fatality and it really is time that it was made safer for 

cyclists. (I should mention that the NT have recently granted permission for 

cyclists to use a parallel route across Chyngton Farm but this is only suitable for 

mountain bikes.)

 
While you are talking to ESCC there are a couple of other things you could mention. 

Firstly the lack of cycle parking in Seaford. Currently there are only 2 locations - by the 

toilets in Place Lane and by the library. There is no cycle parking at all in Broad Street or 

the High Street, something that ESCC have been promising for some 5 years.

 

Secondly, the route from Lewes to Falmer is in need of repair and unfortunately was not 

improved when the main cariiageway was recently resurfaced.

 

But didn't ESCC make a successful bid to the government’s sustainable transport fund for 

a number of things including the work on Station Street that has just finished and also 

resurfacing of the cycle route between Lewes and Falmer?”

 

GOT SOMETHING THAT OTHER PEOPLE 
OUGHT TO KNOW ABOUT?
 
Send it to me at travelman@travelloglewes.co.uk  Deadline for each issue is the 25th of 

the month before.

 

SUBSCRIBING AND UNSUBSCRIBING
Spread the word – please forward this newsletter to anyone you think might like it.

 

If you would like to get your own copy of the newsletter each month visit 

www.travelloglewes.co.uk and sign up using the form on the home page



 

FACEBOOK
The Travel Log Facebook page is now at https://www.facebook.com/travelloglewes. It will 

be used for latest updates between newsletters.  So if you visit the page and “like” it you 

will get updates

 

TWITTER
For even more updates you can follow Travel Log at @travelloglewes

 

 


