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TRAVELMAN SAYS “ENJOY THE 
COMING OF SPRING!
 

BUS CAMPAIGN NEWS       
 
The bad news is that fares (except on Brighton buses services- see below) will go through 

the roof, with increases of 30% being the norm in most cases.  More on fares in the next 

edition.

 

The good news is that Compass Bus has courageously stepped up to the crease to run a 

large number of services without subsidy.  There are even some new services.  Well done 

them!. Let’s hope these services get sufficient custom. There is a new service to East 

Grinstead and extra services to Ringmer, but the Newhaven buses get a real hammering.

 

Here are the changes to our local services. The change normally happens from 19th April.

 

25 Cuckmere Bus Service

This Saturday bus service to Alfriston is withdrawn and replaced by the 125 run by 

Compass bus.

 

28/29 Brighton and Hove Buses (from 13th April)

There is a slight reduction in frequency between Lewes and Tunbridge Wells in the early 

evening on Mondays to Saturdays due to the withdrawal of funding from East Sussex 

County Council.  The evening frequency is improved to every half hour between Lewes 

and Brighton on Mondays to Saturdays.



 

Significantly improved service for Ringmer.  The Brighton-Uckfield “short” journeys on 

Mondays to Saturdays are diverted via Ringmer as service 29B to improve the service and 

provide a daytime link with Uckfield. 

 

Minor timing changes to some early morning journeys on Mondays to Fridays to improve 

reliability, and some minor timing changes between Uckfield and Tunbridge Wells on 

Saturday mornings.

 

47 Cuckmere Valley Ramblerbus- Berwick Station to Seaford

This service, run by Cuckmere Bus at weekends and bank holidays, has now started 

again for the summer period.  It connects with trains from Lewes to Berwick Station.

                                                  

121 to Chailey and Newick

Reduced to 2 hourly between 10.00 and 14.00 Monday to Friday.  Saturday service 

remains 2 hourly and goes to Sheffield Park on Saturdays. The experimental Summer 

Sunday service will continue in 2015, with 2 services serving Sheffield Park Station.  One 

service a day travels via Barcombe instead of Chailey.  Some services run via the Nevill 

estate.

 

123 to Newhaven

Reduced to 2 hourly between 9.00 and 15.17 Monday to Friday. The Saturday service 

remains 2 hourly. The experimental Summer Sunday service will continue in 2015

 

125 to Alfriston and Eastbourne

This service no longer serves Barcombe.  Instead it starts from Lewes and travels to 

Alfriston along the same route as now.  But it then turns round and returns along the A27 

to Polegate and Eastbourne. This service now runs 2 hourly Monday to Saturday.  The 

126 route now only runs infrequently between Seaford and Alfriston or Berwick.

 

127 Landport Service

Reduced to hourly Monday to Saturday between 7.00 and 18.00 (last bus slightly earlier 

Sats. Only serves Landport, town centre and Tesco.

 

128 Nevill Service

Reduced to hourly Monday to Saturday between 7.40 and 18.30 (last bus slightly earlier 

Sats. Only serves Nevill, town centre and Tesco

 

129 Malling, Winterbourne, Southover

Hourly service between Malling and the Town Centre Mondays to Saturdays. 3 buses a 

day go up the High Street to Winterbourne, Southover and back to town.

 

130 Rodmell, Winterbourne, Brighton, run by Brighton Community Transport

Continues to be one bus a day each way, with an extra one on Fridays. Timetable here



 

131 Firle Beacon, Lewes, Plumpton, Burgess Hill, Ditchling, Ditchling Beacon from 

23rd May

Replacement for the Summer Sunday service that ran last year, on a different route and 

now running on Saturdays, not Sundays, run by Community Transport Lewes area.

 

132  Lewes Sunday town service run by Community Transport 

Six services round the town each Sunday.

 

143 Lewes- Ringmer, Laughton, Hailsham, Ringmer

Minor amendments with a basic service of 4 buses a day Monday to Friday plus school 

and college extra services. Fewer buses serve suburban Ringmer and Deanland Wood 

caravan site.

 

166 Lewes to Plumpton and Haywards Heath

Despite the council deciding that it will only support a service 2 days a week, Compass 

has decided to take a leap of faith and continue to run a two hourly service Monday to 

Saturday with only minor revisions

 

168 Village Rider to Burgess Hill- replaces 824

Main services reduced to two days a week but other services on other days.  See 

timetable.

 

261 Lewes-Barcombe- Uckfield- East Grinstead

New service run by Compass.  Runs 2 hourly.Monday to Saturday.  Most services run on 

the old 125 route to Barcombe Village, then via Barcombe Mill and then up the A26 to 

Uckfield.  But services leaving Lewes before 07.45 and services after the 14.00 departure 

from Barcombe avoid Barcombe altogether and go straight down the A26.

 

Good eh?  Please support this new service.

 

Lewes Dial A Ride

Provided 5 days a week by Community Transport Lewes.  East Chiltington will be served 

on Wednesdays and there are plans to extend services to other villages.

 

You can find the new timetables and fares from 13 April for the 28 and 29 here

The timetables for other buses are  here

 

Lewes Town council, which already supports the Sunday town services operated by 

Community Transport Lewes, is to seek a meeting with Compass bus to discuss ways of 

improving services. They will also try to liaise with other parishes.

 

For a number of rural villages north of Lewes, it is now much easier to get to other centres 

such as Burgess Hill, Haywards Heath or Uckfield, which may hit Lewes trade.



 

Despite the fare rises, Travelman encourages you to use the bus wherever you can.  

Compass bus, in particular, has taken a big risk in running some of these services and, if 

they are not used, they will not continue.  Remember that, if you have a bus pass, the 

council makes a payment to the operator for every journey you make, which helps to keep 

the bus running.

 

Making one extra journey a week or even a month on a less well used service can be the 

difference between the service continuing or not.  If you want to be green, use the bus.

 

THE RINGMER CYCLEWAY AND THE OLD 
PIT

The Ringmer to Lewes cycle way opened in March, complete with the controversial 

final/first section, which runs up a track just east of Earwig Corner and then down Mill 

Lane.  The emerging story about this section is that no-one in East Sussex County 

Council expects that anyone will use it. Instead it is expected that cyclists will continue to 

travel via Earwig Corner.

 

However, it was a condition of the funding that the cycleway be “finished”, so now it has 

been, although in a way that everyone agrees is unsatisfactory. 

 

As part of the cycleway the track east of Earwig has been tarmacked.   But there is more 

to this story.  For years local residents have been concerned about activities at the pit on 

the north side of Malling Down.  There have been various uses for this old chalk pit, 

including the storage of salt.

 

The owner can lawfully drive lorries up the track and along Lewes footpath 30 to the pit 

but only in very limited circumstances:

 

a) for receiving deliveries of salt for storage on the land and unloading the salt.  This for a 

period not exceeding one week in each year during the Autumn season.

 

b)  For the loading of salt onto gritting vehicles for the gritting of local roads during the 

Winter season.

 

Local residents and Sussex Wildlife Trust have been concerned that far more lorries than 

this have been using the track.  There is a particularly graphic photo in the objection made 

by the Trust to a planning application at the Pit.

 

Even if few cyclists use this bit of the path, the potential for damage to the surface and for 

accidents is considerable.

 



If you find lorries accessing the pit when they should not be please report this to the 

planning department at http://www.lewes.gov.uk/planning/971.asp

 

ELECTION CANDIDATES AND THE DUALING 
OF THE A27
 
Travelman is greatly incensed about the ongoing campaign to turn the A27 between 

Beddingham and Polegate, into a dual carriageway, believing that it would destroy a 

crucial part of the national park, promote increased vehicle use which would result in 

increased pollution and increased jams on the entrance roads to Lewes.  He also thinks 

that it would be a blow to the competing rail service along the coast.  So Travel Log is a 

strong supporter of SCATE, which is campaigning against widening the road.

 

So, as a final question to candidates, Travelman wrote to the general election candidates 

to ask them whether or not they supported the dualling of the A27 on this section.

 

Here are the replies, in the order that they arrived:

 

Norman Baker-  Lib Dem

“I am not in favour of a brand new dual carriageway that would be highly destructive to the 

countryside between Lewes and Polegate, and which would cost hundreds of millions of 

pounds. 

 

“Over the years therefore I have successfully pursued a different strategy, campaigning for 

safety improvements along the road, including lower speed limits, junction improvements 

and central islands. The accident rate is now much lower than it was ten years ago. 

 

“I have also campaigned successfully to encourage public transport use, persuading 

Southern to cut season ticket fares between Eastbourne and Lewes, and getting erected 

the signs drawing attention to the short journey time by rail. 

 

“I am working with the parish councils along the road on further safety improvements and 

we discussed these only this week with the Transport Secretary. I am determined that 

local views should prevail rather than those of people who live outside the constituency.”

                                                            

Alfie Stirling-  Green

No. The proposals for a new dual carriageway between Beddingham and Polegate 

betrays the warped priorities of some local councillors, neighbouring Tory MP and the 

Coalition Minister for Transport. Anyone that genuinely wanted to invest in infrastructure in 

a way that was fair to local communities and delivered maximum return to the local  

economy would look to invest in affordable public transport. Instead, we are getting vanity 

capital projects, closed bus routes and increased bus fares of up to 30 per cent. As a 

Green MP for Lewes I would support cleaner ways of connecting our towns and villages 



including new rail links as part of a publically owned national railway service and 

expanded bus services, as well as rolling out faster broadband technology.  

 

Lloyd Russell-Moyle- Labour

Lloyd issued a joint statement with the Labour candidate for Eastbourne which said:

 

"We've heard promises on improving links between Lewes and Eastbourne before, but 

with little action. Labour will press to ensure that local residents and businesses see the 

benefits of any promised funding. Investment needs to continue to make the A27 safer 

whilst improving bus routes, bus timetables and park and ride schemes and not simply 

widening a road without investing in other transport infrastructure."

 

Maria Caulfield- Conservative

Maria did not reply, but her web site says:

 

“I am also supporting the expansion of the A27 to make all parts of the road dual 

carriageway so that we have a fast and effective road link linking Lewes to Eastbourne. 

For those of you who use this road daily you will know exactly why this is needed”

 

UKIP

No reply- I’ve tried every email address I have from them.  I have to conclude that either 

they are in a state of chaos, or do not want to talk to a sustainable transport newsletter, or 

both.

 

The Highways Agency has just published plans for our region.  Details here and here

 

THE MULTI-MILLION POUND PATHS OF 
FIRLE- NEW TRAVEL LOG WALK
 
The Firle Estate has got millions of pounds of inheritance tax breaks, largely for creating 2 

new paths which nobody knows about- and one of them's ploughed up

 

But now you discover and can walk the secret paths.  My new walk is here

 

FACEBUCKET
If you liked the Travel Log page on Facebook  you already know about the above 

walk.The page is now at https://www.facebook.com/travelloglewes. It will be used for latest 

updates between newsletters.  So if you visit the page and “like” it you will get the latest 

updates as they happen.

 

EASTER TRAIN SERVICES



 No major engineering work in our patch over Easter.  For full engineering work info. 

Seehttp://www.southernrailway.com/your-journey/plan-your-journey/improvement-works/

 

OTHER  AND HOVE BUSES NEWS
 This material has been taken from the Brighton Buswatch newsletter. Visit their web site 

for information about how to join them.

 

“Cash bus fares frozen – Improved Family fare deals

Good news - all cash bus fares on Brighton & Hove buses will be frozen when the summer 

timetable starts on 19 April. This means they have been unchanged for over a year. 

However there will be small increases in Key Card and M ticket prices with the one day 

charge rising by 10p from £4.10 to £4.20. The weekly Key Card price will increase by £1 

to £19. The same cash fares will also apply on Compass Bus and The Big Lemon services 

operated for Brighton & Hove City Council, also on Metrobus services 270/271/273 and 

SussexBus.com buses 33/40/40X between Brighton & Patcham. Stagecoach buses 

charge different rates.

 

A new ‘Sibling Saver’ has been introduced by Brighton & Hove to help families and is 

available now. This offers reductions of up to £90 on a second annual ticket for a child, 

saving one third on the normal price. The £9 Family Day Saver ticket for up to five 

passengers with a maximum of two adults remains available. This has been unchanged in 

price since it was introduced two years ago. It can be purchased from the driver or in 

advance as an M ticket.

 

Improved Breeze Up to the Downs services

From Sunday 19 April there will be a more frequent service on route 77 from Brighton Pier 

and Brighton Station to Devil’s Dyke each weekend and a new Monday to Friday service. 

From 14 June the 77 will be further increased to half hourly every day with open top buses 

on most journeys. This will provide a regular daily service along the seafront replacing 

route 10 which ran last summer. Route 78 to Stanmer Park will also be improved from 19 

April with a daily service for the first time which will help residents as well as making it 

easier for visitors to the Park and to Stanmer Village. Along with route 79 to Ditchling 

Beacon these two services will be operated with double deck buses so passengers can 

enjoy the views.

 

£3 Student Day Saver now available on Key Card

Brighton & Hove have introduced a One Day Saver student ticket on Key cards following 

its earlier launch as an M ticket. Students need to present a valid student registration card 

at One Stop Travel in North Street for the first ticket, but afterwards they can renew tickets 

on line. This saves £1.70 compared with the full price ticket bought on bus or 70p for a 

23/25 Saver. The bus company no doubt hopes this will increase the number of Key Card 

users and speed up buses. It may also discourage people from buying full price day 

tickets and re-selling them on Facebook later in the day which appears to be a current 



trend. Bus tickets are marked ‘Not Transferable’ but obviously this is difficult to enforce.”

 

EGRETS WAY CAMPAIGN AGM
This will be at the Hillcrest Centre Newhaven BN9 9EA. 7pm Tuesday 14th April 2015

Refreshments from 6.30pm for 7pm start

Following the AGM Dr John Parry will explore some exciting possibilities for the riverside 

route.

 

For more details email info@artboxdesign.co.uk

 

EAST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL FUNDED 
WORK IN LEWES IN 2015/6
 
The lead East Sussex County Council member for Transport has agreed the following 

transport improvements in our area to be made in the next financial year.

• Improvements to the Prison and High Street bus stops

• Improvements to the cycle route along Cockshut Lane

• Signage reinstatement on the Lewes riverside cycle path.

 
Travelman urges council members for Lewes to press for the signage of the whole of this 

path through to Malling, along the path next to Graham Mahew way.  Tobias Bauer, who 

was ESCC cycle officer in the 1990s confirms that he made the traffic regulation order for 

the whole route in the 1990s, but the order has been lost in a fire or flood at county hall 

and the signs were lost in the 2000 floods.

 

Further afield there are to be improvements to the Seafor/Exceat cycle route.

 

I don’t have any further details of these schemes.

 

CYCLE SEAHAVEN CYCLE RIDES
 
Cycle Seahaven have a wide ranging programme of cycle rides that you can join.  

Details here  You are welcome to come on one or two to try out, but after that they would 

like you to become a member.

 

£100k FOR THE LEWES UCKFIELD RAILWAY 
LINE
 
Lewes made the budget, with an announcement that £100k is to be allocated for a study 



on the feasibility of re-opening this line.  A government spokesperson claimed to have 

been convinced to make a move by Conservative candidate Maria Caulfield’s advocacy of 

the line.  It is always good to have politicians supporting the line, but Travelman seems to 

remember that Norman Baker has been making a very good case for something like a 

quarter of a century- But I suppose that’s politics.

 

THE NORTH STREET QUARTER PLANNING 
PROPOSAL
 
Santon and Lewes District Council have made a joint planning application for this huge 

redevelopment.  Travelman, with another hat on, has been concentrating on affordable 

housing issues*, but there are lots of implications for walking, cycling and motor car use.  

If anyone has managed to read the application documents from this point of view and can 

enlighten us then please send material in.  You can find the proposals 

at http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-

applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=NKS96QTU02B00

The page takes a lot of time to come up.

 

You must make your comments to arrive at the National Park headquarters by 17th April.

 

*Nothing to do with transport but you can see my comments on affordable housing in 

North Street here

 

CYCLING IN BELL LANE REC
 
Travelman has fond memories of teaching his youngest step-daughter to ride bike in Bell 

Lane Rec.  It’s a popular destination for smaller cyclists who cycle to the playground there. 

It is  the safe cycling route to Western Road and Southover schools, avoiding steep hills 

on main roads.  It’s also used by older cyclists too.  It was part of the route of the aborted 

cycle route 90 through Lewes.  Local resident David Louis has cycled through it regularly 

for 30 years.  He is one of many who use it.

 

So David was surprised and shocked when he discovered that Lewes District Council had 

renewed the “No Cycling” signs at the entrances to the recreation ground.  He questioned 

whether the council had the power to erect these notices.

 

He was right to have doubts.  Travelman has dug out the bye-laws for the rec.  which can 

be found 

at http://www.lewes.gov.uk/coun/cabinet/Committee/2003%202004/Agendas/Council/03%

2007%2016/03%2007%2016.pdf

The bye laws, which apply a number of Lewes Council owned parks and recreation 

grounds including the Rec., say that you must not ride or graze horses, climb trees, erect 



tents, light fires, practice archery, throw javelins or discus’s, play golf or launch missiles. 

 

However there is no mention of barring cycles at all.  The only possible prohibition is in 

bye-law 11 which prohibits the use of a skateboard or other wheeled object in Southover 

Grange in a way that would affect other users (and quite right too!)

 

So cycle riders can continue to ride through Bell Lane rec. without fear of breaking the law.

 

TOURIST OFFICE SALE PLANS ARE A BLOW 
TO LEWES ECONOMY
 
The building housing the Lewes Tourist Information office is on the list of the sites that 

Lewes District Council wants to sell, threatening the growth of Tourism in the Town.

 

Travelman has always been keen on promoting sustainable tourism in Lewes and thinks 

that the tourist office has an important role to play in doing this.

 

The secret list of sites the council is selling has been seen by Travelman.  It reveals that 

the building, on the Corner of Fisher Street and the High Street is to be sold to make 

money for the council.  It is expected that its new use will be a shop with flats above.

 

Travelman understands that a number of alternative sites have been explored for the 

tourist centre, none of which are at ground floor level in a prominent position.

 

The secrecy surrounding the list of sites to be sold has not stopped the council selling 

them without talking to council tax payers.  Campaigners to save the Western Road 

toilets, which are also on the sale list, have been told that the proposed sale is “too far 

down the line” to stop now.

 

Travelman understands that land at Jubilee Gardens is also on the list of sites for sale, as 

is the old Turkish Baths, The emergency accommodation for homeless people in Juggs 

Lane, the council offices in Fisher Street, Western Road toilets, and St Marys Social 

centre. 

 

The secrecy around these sales seems to be designed to suppress opposition.  I believe 

that both the ruling conservative group and the main opposition liberal democrat group 

support these sales and are withholding information from local people.  There is an 

election for the district council coming soon and residents should ask candidates what 

their stance is.

 

HILAIRE BELLOC’S WALK ACROSS SUSSEX
 



Travelman has been reading Hilaire Belloc’s “Four Men”, a description of a walk across 

Sussex in 1902.

 

In one place he reports that he “passed many signs where it said that any common man 

found in these woods would be imprisoned, and some where it said that any one not rich 

and yet wandering her might find themselves killed by engines" 

 

Writer and singer Bob Copper was very enthusiastic about this walk and repeated it 

himself twice.  He wrote a book about it too.  His book is called “Across Sussex with 

Belloc”

 

You can get both books out of the library.  Bob has identified the site of these notices as 

being in St Leonard’s Wood, near Crawley.  By coincidence the pathway forms part of one 

of thewalks on the Travel Log site and there is still a “private” sign there, although there 

also a council right of way sign.

 

Much of the walk is on roads, which are quite busy now.  Travelman recommends the High 

Weald Landscape trail as a better traverse of the northern part of the county.  It’s a 

cracking good walk and can be done on a daily basis by public transport from Lewes.  

Away from Sussex, there is a fine traverse of the Kentish High Weald too.

 

BLUEBELL WALKS
 
Its bluebell time again.  The best bluebell woods are free to wander through and are 

accessible by public transport.  You can find them here.

 

GRAND TRAVEL LOG LEWES/CYCLE LEWES TWEED AND RETRO BIKE RIDE 2pm 

on Saturday 30th May

Bored with Lycra? Don’t want mud stripes up your bottom?

Meet at 2pm on Saturday 30th May in the Lewes shopping precinct outside Boots for a 10 

mile or so leisurely ride, to include a visit to a traditional pub at Barcombe. Style tweed or 

retro, so bring your retro racer, you’re upright shopping bike with basket and flowers your 

mum/dad’s old, your best outdoor hearty tweeds or you’re cycling to church outfit or 

anything else that would fit the bill.

Before the start time you can visit the Lewes Hike and Bike festival fair which is taking 

place in the precinct.

You won’t get barred if you can’t manage these (unless you turn up in Lycra) but you will 

receive acclamation for stylish bikes or dress.



For more details email Travelman@travelloglewes.co.uk

 

TRAVEL CHOICE CHALLENGE
Sustrans and East Sussex County Council are launching the second annual TravelChoice 

Challenge on the 1st May and  would like to call on you all to:

 

·         Register and promote the Challenge internally to colleagues (and volunteers, 

friends, anyone!)

·         Promote the Challenge externally to your members, business contacts, networks 

and customers

 

The Challenge is a free workplace competition. It’s a web-based platform that 

businesses/organisations sign up to and promote to employees. Employees then register 

to join their workplace team and log any journeys they make by foot, bike, bus, train and 

car-share throughout the month of May. There are rewards, discounts and weekly spot 

prizes available to anyone that logs any journey on the site. At the end of the month there 

will also be grand prizes for the winning workplace teams and individuals. The Challenge 

runs from 1st-31st May but workplace teams and individuals can sign up now.

 

More information about the Challenge can be found 

at: www.travelchoice.getmeactive.org.uk

 

 

THE COST OF HEAVY GOODS VEHICLES
The road haulage lobby is pretty powerful so you might not be aware of how much heavy 

lorries on the roads cost us.  Some information about this can be found here

 

GOT SOMETHING THAT OTHER PEOPLE 
OUGHT TO KNOW ABOUT?
 
Send it to me at travelman@travelloglewes.co.uk  Deadline for each issue is the 25th of 

the month before.

 

SUBSCRIBING AND UNSUBSCRIBING
Spread the word – please forward this newsletter to anyone you think might like it.

 

If you would like to get your own copy of the newsletter each month 

visitwww.travelloglewes.co.uk and sign up using the form on the home page

 

Left the area?  Bought a Hummer?  Mailbox too full?.  Unsubscribe using the link at the 



bottom of this newsletter.

 

FACEBOOK
The Travel Log Facebook page is now at https://www.facebook.com/travelloglewes. It will 

be used for latest updates between newsletters.  So if you visit the page and “like” it you 

will get updates

 

TWITTER
For even more updates you can follow Travel Log at @travelloglewes


