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The Levenmouth tracks, though in 
need of attention, actually continue intact 
right into Leven, coming in to the rear of 
the Sainsbury’s supermarket — which 
itself could benefit enormously from the 
return of the freight trains. 

From there - where a station for Leven 
could well be located - the tracks head for 
the Methil Docks, and the adjoining Fife 
Energy Park. Improving the accessibility 
there would support employment opportu-
nities at the 55-hectare (136-acre) Energy 
Park Investment Zone, and also at the 
proposed Low—Carbon Investment Park, 
Methil Docks Business Park and Fife Re-
newables Innovation Centre (where LMRC 
meet), by clearing a way to a wider labour 
market.   It will also support the workforce 
of existing local employers, such as Dia-
geo, NHS Fife, James Donaldson & Sons 
Ltd, Silberline and Pfaudler-Balfour Ltd. 

For all the worries of a run-down High 
Street, which could benefit greatly from 
the railway’s revival, the Levenmouth 
area has an impressive array of employ-
ers and potential, so the railway — and 
the port — would offer a wonderful boost. 
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Campaign Progress 

10,000 Names 

A Field Ready for Harvesting on 
the east side of Largo Law in 
July 2013 — with the Firth of 
Forth and coast villages beyond.  
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Our advancing 
Train shows that 
we have already 

gathered 

3 , 8 4 3  
of our target of 

10,000 signatures 
on our Petition ! 
(By 25 March 2015)  

 

See Back Page)  

THE LEVENMOUTH Rail Campaign 
looks forward to the “significant potential” 
of freight trains bringing valuable trade for 
a restored Thornton—Leven link to the 
isolated community it once served ... and 
one day will serve them again. 

In its Question-and-Answer feature last 
month, LMRC News asked: “Why is the 
rail link justified for Freight Trains?”. The 
answer was that there is “very significant 
potential” for freight trains on this line, 
which would take goods lorries off the 
inadequate roads serving Levenmouth. 

One mile of the line, from Thornton to 
Earlseat, has actually been re-opened, for 
coal transport, since 2012 — meaning 
that the all—important link to the main 
line has already been re-established. 

Cameron Bridge station adjoins Dia-
geo’s Cameron Bridge Distillery - the larg-
est in Scotland, and just 1.4 miles from 
Diageo’s huge Leven bottling plant.  Multi-
user rail freight facilities are proposed for 
this site, with dual rail line for loading. 

It is now anticipated that some 2,500 
hectares, or 6,178 acres, of Fife farmland 
would provide plentiful fruit and veg for 
supply  to  U.K.  supermarkets  —  with  a 
restored railway to Leven playing a huge 
part in their transport to the shelves. 

“2,500 Hectares of Fruit and Veg 
to Supply UK Supermarkets” 



Story — East Fife Mail : 
——————————- 

 

DESPITE a Limited 
Attendance, the LMRC 
meeting with SESTran’s 
Trond Haugen at the Fife 
Renewables Innovation 
Centre, at Methil Docks, 
on Wednesday, 11th. 
March, was a success. 
Mr. Haugen came loaded 
with help and advice on a 
range of funding and 
grant sources that could 
be available to the Leven-
mouth Rail Campaign. He 
put on a ‘powerpoint’ show, 
and staged an informative and very useful question-and-
answer session at the end of the evening get-together. 

SESTran, or the South-East Scotland Transport Part-
nership, is one of seven transport co-ordination groups in 
Scotland, which work to ensure public transport in their 
areas  runs  as  smoothly  as  possible,  and  to  look  for 
improvements such as providing new routes — including 
new or re-opened railway lines. 

 

Eighty-Million Rail Journeys in Scotland 
 

Mr. Haugen gave a fascinating talk on railway devel-
opments in the South-East of Scotland, and the problems 
they faced in being set up. He also highlighted the 
“hurdles” that LMRC themselves may face, and how to 
overcome them. Centred on Edinburgh, SESTran deals 
with around a quarter of all rail journeys in Scotland — 
around 80-million in all — and the ‘Fife Circle’ services, of 
which the Leven services would be a welcome addition.  

That local network is the largest in this region, and 
see over six-million journeys annually. It has also wit-
nessed the fastest annual growth in passenger numbers 
— up by over 4% a year.  These facts alone must, the East 
Fife Mail reports, “provide additional ammunition” for the 
campaign to reopen the vital link to Levenmouth. 

There are “strong similarities” with the reopening of 
the Alloa line, it was said, offering a “strong case” for 
passenger and freight services for Leven. Around 
400,000 passengers now use that route each year... four 
times above the predictions when it re-opened in 2008. 

 

 The assessment of the all-important STAG feasibility 
report into the Levenmouth link is due to start in April.  

Frequently-Asked Questions … Answered 
 

Can Freight to Leven be Justified? 

LMRC Contacts … …LMRC Contacts … …   ℡  

NEXT 
MEETINGS 
for LevenMouth Rail Campaign 

Answers 

FAQ 

This  News-Letter  has been Produced by  ALISTAIR AYNSCOUGH, 
Colinsburgh,  Fife,  on Behalf of the  LevenMouth Rail Campaign. 

PLEASE SIGN OUR 
ON-LINE PETITION ! 
www.gopetition.com  

. . . . . .  Tha nks!. . . . . .  Tha nks!   

A Successful Meeting with 
Trond Haugen of SESTran 

 
————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Advice on Potential Sources of Funding 

 

Wednesday, 15th. April, 6.30 pm. 
RAGES (Rail Action Group - East Scotland) 
Tom Thorburn and Colleagues.   

 

Wednesday, 29th. April, 6.30 pm. 
LMRC Action Committee 
 

Wednesday, 13th. May, 6.30 pm. 
LMRC Monthly Meeting - Open to All 
 

Wednesday, 27th. May, 6.30 pm. 
LMRC Action Committee 
 
Meetings are held at the 
Fife Renewables Innovation Centre, 
Methil Docks, Ajax Way, Leven, KY8 3RS, 
[Starting at 6.30 pm, finishing by 8 pm.] 

CLEAR Buckhaven, 36 College St., Buckhaven, 
KY8 1JY.  - [Opposite Library and Council Offices] 
E-Mail: LMRC@mail.com    ’Phone: 01592-713078 
Ma in  Web s i te :  www. lmr c - a c t i on .o rg .uk  
Facebook - www.facebook.com/

levenmouth.railcampaign 

APART from the potential to deliver the 2,500 hectares 
of fruit and vegetables and fruit from central-east Fife — 
where there are around 150 farm holdings, all needing 
the support the Levenmouth Rail Link would surely offer 
them — the railway could also offer an alternative and 
effective way to supply fuel to Markinch’s huge Biomass 
plant, for which plans have already been suggested. 

 

“… And, Can Cars Even Be Justified…?!” 
WHEN  it  comes  to  carbon  reductions,  rail  travel con-
sumes almost three times less carbon dioxide than small 
car journeys on a similar journey, and as much as five 
times that of large cars on the same trip — so Reinstating 
the Leven Rail Link can help save the planet  …  …  …  ! 

Trond Haugen 


