
It is easy to be disappointed 

with these bare facts, but the 

FORSS committee and FOR-

SADS campaign group can 

assure you that we do not 

stop here!  

There is more room for ma-

noeuvre this time around and 

we are striving even harder to 

have a service included in the 

new franchise –if not immedi-

ately, in the not-too-distant 

future. 

On the following pages we will 

address the two questions 

that were asked at the AGM 

which concerned members 

the most. 

 

At the FORSS AGM held on 

23rd March 2015, there was  

some concern amongst the 

Friends who attended (and 

thanks for the good turn out by 

the way), about how the Fran-

chise and other issues were 

developing; for the campaign 

with Friends of Denton and the 

longer term outlook for our 

stations and line, with regard 

to a reinstated rail passenger 

service. Therefore we are pub-

lishing this short campaign 

special so that everyone will 

know where we are up to, what 

we have been doing, and our 

future plans. 

Firstly; these are the facts so 

far: 

The Northern Franchise con-

sultations and those short-

listed to take over the North-

ern Rail Network have been 

selected– as you know from 

previous issues, they are Ar-

riva, Govia & Abellio; the Invita-

tion To Tender (ITT) has been 

published, and, for the Friends 

of Reddish South & Denton 

Stations (FORSADS), campaign 

group, matters, on the face of 

it, have not really changed.  

We will still have one train a 

week going one way only, and 

now we actually may not be 

going to Stalybridge any more 

as the powers that be have 

decided that ‘our’ train only 

has to go as far as Guide 

Bridge, with the successful 

Transpennine bidder taking 

the Guide Bridge to Staly-

bridge section of our route. 

Additionally, Stockport Council 

have recently published their 

‘Transport Strategy Plan’ 

which ‘in the medium-to-long 

term’ (post 2020) may bring 

Metrolink to Reddish South 

which would join up at North 

Reddish Station and take us to 

Piccadilly, with no real mention 

of a reinstated rail passenger 

service. 

The Northern Franchise Invitation To 

Tender is published and 

the Campaign continues 
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The ITT was 

launched  by  Dep-

uty Prime Minister 

Nick Clegg, Depart-

ment for Transport 

Minister Patrick 

McLaughlin and Sir 

Richard Leese, Chair 

of Rail North. 

FORSADS have writ-

ten to each of them 

and sent them  our 

report that was pub-

lished for the Fran-

chise consultation. 
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The Invitation to 

Tender minimum 

requirements 
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Strategy 
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Department for Transport  Minister Patrick McLaughlin at the 
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When Northern Rail took over the 

rail franchise in 2004, it only 

‘included limited plans to invest 

in services or meet demand’ * 

Therefore, when our campaign 

started, back in 2007, Northern 

were very supportive in every way 

they could be but could not help 

with a service. 

FORSS/FORSADS always knew 

that we were campaigning look-

ing towards the new franchises—

and they themselves have been 

delayed by a number of years.  

However, the criteria for the new 

franchise is different this time- 

while the ITT sets out minimum 

requirements that must be in-

cluded in the bids—the new fran-

chise will ‘maintain investment 

and grow to fit the needs of pas-

sengers for years to come.’ ** 

Therefore this is a bid that can 

develop and change. 

So while it would have been fan-

tastic if we had managed to have 

a service included in the ITT for 

our line, realistically  we knew we 

were in for the long haul. So, 

when the consultation started in 

earnest last year, so did we! 

As you have read in previous 

newsletters we attended a public 

consultation in Preston, were 

invited to the Manchester Cham-

ber of Commerce, and also met 

with one of the shortlisted fran-

chisees last September & No-

vember, Arriva, to discuss our 

aspirations. 

2015 started very busily; we 

were invited to meet one of the 

companies shortlisted for the 

Transpennine service, Louise 

Ebbs for First Group (sorry, 

forgot to take a photo!). 

and met with Andy Pater-

son from Govia; most re-

cently we had a discussion 

with Colette Fowler from 

Abellio. The meetings were 

informative and friendly 

and we felt that Andy, 

Colette and Louise really 

listened to our hopes and 

aspirations and laughed 

when we said we would 

take the redundant pacers 

if it meant we would get a 

passenger service!  

For these meetings, Noel 

had also produced a business 

case and a summary as addi-

tional information to his report 

which was well received by all 

the shortlisted franchisees.  

We have also had a meeting 

with the new Head of Rail at 

TfGM, Amanda White, who de-

spite being very new to post, 

also listened and appreciated 

our position. While there was 

nothing definite she could tell 

us, she encouraged us to carry 

on campaigning, as situations 

change all the time. She is also 

happy to meet with us again. 

Invitation To Tender— 
end of the line for the campaign? 

‘So while it  

would have been  

fantastic if we  

had managed to  

have a service  

included in the  

ITT for our line,  

realistically  we  

knew we were in  

for the long haul!  

So, when the  

consultation  

started in  

earnest last  

year, so did we!’ 
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See our DVD 

online: http://

www.youtube.com/

user/RBFSK5 

Meeting with Govia (L to R): Andy Paterson, Noel, Alan & Ann 

Nunnerley (FODS) 

Meeting with Abellio (L to R): Tom, Colette Fowler & Dot –

We’re getting to know the Piccadilly coffee shop rather 

well! 

Quotes * &** are 

from Patrick 

McLaughlin MP at 

the Franchise 

Launch Feb 2015  



bidders for the Northern 

Rail franchise, and did not 

actually go any further and 

reply to the question we 

asked. 

Meanwhile, having seen 

the document, Councillor 

Walter Brett was seeking 

(and received) assurances 

from Sue Stevenson 

(Transport Policy, Pro-

grammes & GIS Manager ) 

and Paul  Lawrence

(Corporate Director for 

Place Management & Re-

generation) of Stockport 

Council that they were still 

lobbying in support of a 

reinstated rail passenger 

service. 

FORSS’s view is that  we 

would welcome any im-

provement in public trans-

port in Reddish in addition 

to a passenger rail service 

being reintroduced to Man-

chester Victoria. 

FORSS wrote to Councillor 

Candler immediately after 

the meeting and asked for 

a reply to the question that 

he had actually been asked 

about the rail franchise but 

we have still not received a 

reply. 

The Stockport Rail Strategy 

draft document was pub-

lished in January 2015.  

The timing was most unfor-

tunate as we had tabled a 

question to the full council 

just days before—had we 

known about the document 

our question would have 

been quite different! 

We had asked about the 

council response to the 

consultation regarding a 

reinstated rail service from 

Stockport to Manchester 

Victoria and did the council 

know how this was pro-

gressing.  

To our astonishment, 

(bearing in mind that the 

document had only just 

been published) Councillor 

Martin Candler told us that 

we would now be much 

better placed to wait for the 

proposed ‘tram-train’ link  

which would connect Red-

dish South to Reddish 

North and from there to 

Piccadilly.  

Councillor Candler also 

admitted that he ‘had not 

managed’ to talk to any of 

the short-listed franchise 

FORSS also asked for, and 

were granted, an emer-

gency item to be put on the 

agenda  of the Heatons & 

Reddish Scrutiny Commit-

tee,  who were meeting a 

few days later. Dot 

Ashworth and Kim & Alan 

Burrows attended. 

We were assured of the full 

and unanimous support of 

the Committee for a rein-

stated rail service, and they 

decided to write to Stock-

port Council, TfGM and 

Tameside about this issue, 

as our Denton Friends were 

understandably a bit bewil-

dered at the turn of events.   

MP Andrew Gwynne has 

also become involved. We 

have been disappointed 

that there was absolutely 

no consultation with stake-

holders and community 

groups in Stockport regard-

ing this document, and that 

this is a plan that might 

never come to fruition. 

In the meantime we carry 

on with our campaign with 

our Friends in Denton work-

ing towards success! 

The Stockport Rail Strategy: 

what does this mean for ’our’ rail service? 

FORSS’s view is  

that  we would  

welcome any  

improvement in  

public transport  

in Reddish in  

addition to a  

passenger rail  

service being  

reintroduced to  

Manchester  

Victoria. 
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Railfuture*North West has seen the proposed Stockport Rail Strategy and is very con-

cerned this has not been thought through. Although its main concerns actually relate to 

other parts of the plan such as existing rail services, it will be liaising with local user 

groups which will include FORSS as we are a member. 

FORSS Treasurer Dot Ashworth was interviewed on Radio Manchester as the document 

was published and asked about tram-train 

*Railfuture is ‘the UK's leading independent organisation campaigning for better rail ser-

vices for passengers and freight. It is a voluntary group representing rail users, with 

20,000 affiliated and individual members.’ (quoted from their website)  



Dates for your diary: 

Tuesday  28th April —Friday 8th May  

Schools Art Project—’Welcome to Reddish’ posters  

exhibition at Arts for Recovery in the Community (ARC)*  

the finalists from each of our five local schools** on display  

—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

May 2015 

Weeding & Painting on the station platform date TBC 

Bacon butty and tea/coffee provided 

————————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 13th June 2015 

Retrorailtour to Skegness: Reddish South again a scheduled stop— 

see Retro website for details 

——————————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 13th June 2015 

Presentation to winners of the Art Project on the station platform at  

1pm by Andrew Gwynne MP 

Entertainment by Stockport Silver Band 

* ARC Unit 33m, Vauxhall Ind Est Gregg Street Reddish, open 10am-4pm  

**St Mary’s Primary, St Joseph’s Primary, St Elisabeth’s Primary, Whitehill Primary & Vale View Primary 

Snippets................ 

Well, one additional snippet which is actually latest news; We have been invited, through our membership of The South 

East Manchester community rail partner ship (SEMcrp), to meetings with all the shortlisted franchisees during April & May. 

Our Dot will be there on our behalf to reiterate and emphasize our case—we’ll be reporting back in the next issue. 


