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Travelman says  “Beddingham is 
where its at”
 
NEW TRAVEL LOG WALK- ERIC RAVILIOUS 
AND PETER OWEN JONES, A WALK FROM 
GLYNDE ROUND FIRLE AND BEDDINGHAM
 

This month Travelman has been bothering the Firle Estate, discovering lost 

byways, reading about Eric Ravilious, discovering Roman sites and reading 

Norman Baker’s political autobiography.  The outcome is this walk of just over 

7 miles from Glynde Station, featuring feudalism, celebrity vicar Peter Owen 

Jones, lost byways, the Sussex of Eric Ravilious, Norman Baker, a tunnel 

under the A27, a roman villa and a Saxon Graveyard, not to mention 2 well 

known pubs and a tea room, and all within a couple of miles of Lewes.

NEW ALL TERRAIN CYCLE RIDE
 

The route above has also been adapted into an all-terrain bike ride which you 

can start from Glynde or Lewes.  Full details here

THE ONGOING SAGA OF DAYSAVE TICKETS 
ON SOUTHERN RAILWAY
 



As this is written there is no sign of daysave tickets being available on the 

hapless Southern Railway web site.

 

A number of readers have reported that they have been able to buy daysave 

tickets from Lewes ticket office and Graham Clews reported that he had been 

able to buy a peak daysave for £35 from the ticket office.

 

So Travelman went down to the station to investigate. The first clerk he saw 

flatly denied that daysave had ever been sold at the station, but Travelman, 

always persistent, went to the other window where the clerk dug out a memo 

saying that, until the web site was fixed day save, peak day save and weekly 

daysave tickets were available from the station ticket office (not the machines)

 

 

What’s more, she confirmed that the tickets are available on the day instead of 

at 2 day’s notice as normal..  The off peak daysave is now £18.50, which 

annoyed the tourist office when they were told, because Southern require them 

to sell the ticket for £19.50.

 

Graham comments that the peak day save price has gone down. While it is 

available from the station, you should certainly ask for it instead of the more 

expensive peak return to London.

 

Judith Colquhoun says that a weekly daysave ticket costs £96. This is cheaper 

than a weekly season ticket to Victoria, which costs £102.70, or a weekly 

season to other London terminals, which costs £111.30.  Bear in mind that you 

cannot use a daysave ticket on Thameslink trains.

 

 

It seems that we have Judith to thank for most of this.  The memo Travelman 

saw started with words to the effect of “If that Judith Colquhoun comes in 

again, give her whatever she wants.”  Well done Judith.

 

GETTING ROUND THE NEWORK RAILCARD  
LIMITS
Trish Joscelyne writes: “A top tip to your readers...  As you will be aware, on 

weekdays there is a price and time boundary (i.e. Over 13 pounds, after 10.00) 



in using network railcards.

 

However, I have discovered that when buying a plus bus ticket there are no 

time/price limits on the bus part of the ticket, so its worth showing your railcard 

even if you cannot use your card for the train journey.

 

Plusbus tickets are a great idea. The ticket is valid all day on a return. Great for 

trips to Brighton for example.  Probably another example of where buying from 

an actual person is the best idea as it was the nice smiley guy who told me 

this, and I bet the machine wouldn't take your railcard into account.”

 

Travelman tried ordering a day return to Brighton with a plusbus ticket on both 

the Southern and Virgin East Coast sites, but could not get a network card 

discount so maybe this is only available at the station.

 

BRIGHTON BUS CHANGES FROM  
24THAPRIL
 

New buses

 

A new fleet of buses in a new colour scheme is being introduced to the 28 and 

29 during the summer.  The buses will feature free wifi and USB charging 

points, and are much newer than the current buses on the route.

 

Late night buses

 

Following a request from Lewes District Council two new late evening journeys 

are being provided between Brighton and Lewes at midnight and 12.30am on 

Monday to Saturday evenings. 

 

More buses to Malling

 

These and all evening journeys which currently terminate in Lewes town centre 

are extended to Malling Down (Church Lane), to give a much improved 

evening service to the east side of Lewes.

 

And……



 

There are revised timings in the morning peak on Mondays to Fridays and a 

slightly reduced service to Uckfield in the evenings on Mondays to Saturdays. 

  In the mornings, the 7.05am from Tunbridge Wells will instead start at 

Crowborough at 7.24am.

 

Full details of all Brighton bus changes are here

 

CUCKMERE BUS SUMMER SERVICE
 

Travelman is in a strop with Lewes town partnership, who have issued a leaflet 

of train and bus assisted walks and cycle rides without mentioning Travelman 

or the Egrets Way at all.  Cuckmere buses are accused in the leaflet of running 

only occasional services down the Cuckmere Valley.

 

So Travelman is pleased to tell you that Cuckmere bus will be re-starting their 

regular weekend and bank holiday hourly service down the Cuckmere 

Valley on 23r March connecting with trains at Berwick and Seaford stations.

 

Cuckmere Bus also run the 126 service on Sundays from Seaford, up the 

Cuckmere Valley to Polegate and Eastbourne.  It also runs some services on 

the 126 during the week.

 

TICKET OFFICE AT LEWES
 

Closely following Southern Rail’s announcement that it intends to remove 

conductors from trains to “improve the customer experience”  come an 

announcement that it also intends to close Lewes ticket office most of the 

time.  The ticket office will be only open at peak hours (presumably rush 

hours).  The ticket office at Falmer will be closed altogether.

 

Southern says that these changes when passengers have been further 

educated about the ticket machines and on line options.

 

As many Travel Log readers have pointed out, the web site is unusable and 

the ticket machines at the station are unreliable and do not issue fares like 

daysave and groupsave.



 

Travelman suggests that readers educate Southern about their preferences by 

using the ticket office whenever possible rather than using other means of 

buying tickets.

 

Trish Joscelyne comments: “please warn people about using the ticket 

machines at Lewes Station.Firstly, this is sometimes not selling tickets at the 

cheapest fare (even for walk on tickets).

 

Secondly the keypad is a nightmare to use - you either get no letter or 5 in a 

row. In fact generally the interface isn't brilliant.

 

Thirdly, the tickets slide down the side and are easy to leave behind - this is 

particularly true if you are collecting multiple tickets.

 

Lastly the machine randomly decides not to recognise a payment card.

 

As fewer windows are open during the day, more people are reliant on these 

machines, so fitness for purpose would be a good start. There are other 

machine designs that work fine.  Be warned and leave plenty of time of you 

have a ticket to buy”

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET 6% INTEREST 
INVESTING IN ELECTRIC BUSES?
 

The Big Lemon bus company is issuing a bond to fund the provision of electric 

buses to cut down on pollution on its routes in Brighton.  They are offering 6% 

gross per year for a fixed investment of two years.  Full details here  Do be 

aware that there always a degree of risk in investing in small companies.

 

UCKFIELD HIGH STREET
 

Uckfield High Street is closed for the next five months or so.  This means that 

the 29 bus is diverted.

 

29 bus services heading towards Tunbridge Wells from Uckfield Bus Station 

will turn left onto the B2102 and then right onto the A22. Services will then 



continue onto the A26 and then turn right at Budlett’s roundabout onto the 

A272. Services will then turn left at Coopers Green and resume normal route.

 

People who work in Uckfield are being offered a free four-week bus saver 

ticket on Brighton & Hove buses, followed by a special offer of a flat-fare zone 

stretching from Uckfield to Lewes and Crowborough

 

A shuttle bus will operate northbound from Uckfield bus station via a diversion 

to the northern point of the roadworks.

.

MUD AND MURK ON THE OLD COACH 
ROAD
Don't go down the Old Coach Road east of Firle. Up to 2ft of Liquid mud  when 

I was there in mid February.  Not just your ordinary Sussex Winter mud but a 

seemingly bottomless semi liquid ooze right across the route.  Its very difficult 

to get round. Vehicles using the route (possibly from the Firle Estate)  have 

made things worseWhat are East Sussex County Council and the Firle estate 

doing? Responsibility for this would normally rest with the County, but, as part 

of the inheritance tax exemption the Firle Estate has agreed to keep rights of 

way on its land open.  This is one of the most popular walking and cycling 

routes in the county.

 

NORMAN BAKER’S POLITICAL BIOGRAPHY
 

Travelman has just finished reading Norman Baker’s book “Against the Grain”.  

It contains quite a lot of material of transport interest, such as his role in 

opposing the Bexhill Link road and how he managed to collar responsibility for 

railways as a minister because his conservative colleague was not able to 

cope with all the work.  But Travelman has to admit that he found that the most 

fascinating part was reading about all the feuding and infighting in the local 

Liberal Democrats when he was on the council.  Some of the participants are 

still around!

 

The Bexhill Link Road will now cost East Sussex Council Tax payers even 

more than expected as this article from the Evening Argus shows.

 



THE BUSES BILL AND THE SOUTH DOWNS 
NATIONAL PARK
 

Very quietly, the government has introduced a Buses Bill which would enable 

councils to tender the routes in their area.  For example, East Sussex County 

Council could control who operates on all the routes through Lewes.  They 

could ask for tenders for all of the routes.  This would mean that profits on the 

28 and 29 would subisidise the other routes.

 

The chances of East Sussex taking up this offer are very slim but 

the Campaign for National Parks is hoping to influence it, and other councils in 

national park areas.  They are asking “How do buses (or the lack of them) 

impact on you travelling to, from and around National Parks?”

 

Send your answers to ruthb@cnp.org.uk

 

MONEY FOR OLD PATHS IN FIRLE

 

For the third time, the Firle Estate has ploughed up a path that it gets a huge 

subsidy to keep open, despite promises to the Open Spaces Society given 

three months ago that it would be opened

 

The path, which runs south from the Barley Mow Pub at Selmeston, is one of 

the reasons that the Firle estate gets millions of pounds worth of Inheritance 

Tax relief. 

 

Until the Open Spaces Society(1) publicised the situation, there was almost no 

way of telling where these lucrative paths were. 

 

After pressure, the Firle Estate waymarked the paths, but then ploughed one of 

them up.  The OSS exposed this and the path was reinstated.  Now the path 

has been ploughed up again and is more or less impassable.

 

Three months ago the Society discovered that the paths had been ploughed 

up, but the Firle Estate told the OSS that they would deal with the situation.  

They did not.



 

At the north end of the path the sign pointing you to the path has been 

removed, to make things even more difficult

 

HOW DID THIS COME ABOUT?

 

The Firle Estate, near Lewes in East Sussex contains some of the most iconic 

walking landscape in the country, including the Firle Beacon stretch of the 

South Downs Way.  There are many legal rights of way and areas of statutory 

public access, but, as many landlowners will ruefully tell, you you don’t get 

money for that

 

So it might surprise you to learn that the Estate has obtained exemption from 

inheritance tax (2) on nearly all the estate which would otherwise be subject 

to inheritance tax (3) in return for keeping the estate in good condition and 

allowing public access.

 

This is a considerable tax concession and one that many home owners in the 

South-East would like to have.

 

BUT WHAT ARE WE GETTING FOR OUR MONEY?

 

An examination of the agreements made between the estate and the 

government  show that all we seem to have got are two short footpaths:

 

1. South from Charleston Farmhouse to meet the old coach road 

(signposts at the south end of this path have been removed.)

2. South from the car park at the Barley Mow Inn at Selmeston, to join 

the lane about 375metres to the south.

 

In addition Firle House, with associated artworks (4) is open to the public on a 

limited number of days of the year – but you have to pay a substantial charge 

for this.

 

And that’s just about it!  There is no requirement to provide access to woodland 

or parkland, for example (6)

 

There are other conditions that the estate must comply with, but these are 



largely things that they have a statutory duty to do, such as keeping rights of 

way open, or which would be required by planning laws or which any good 

manager would do (5)

 

You can find my walk on these hidden paths 

at  http://travelloglewes.co.uk/index.php?page=the-multi-million-pound-walks-

of-firle

Notes

 

1. The Open Spaces Society is Britain’s oldest national conservation 

body, founded in 1865.  It campaigns for the protection of common 

land, town and village greens, other open spaces and public paths, in 

town and country, in England and Wales. It is campaigning for 

increased access in return for inheritance tax exemption.

2. Inheritance tax is normally charged at 40% of the value of any estate 

over £325,000.  Agricultural land being worked is normally exempt, 

but buildings, parkland and woodland are normally subject to tax.

3. The  exemption includes Tilton Farm (former home of Maynard 

Keynes) and Firle Place itself, although not the main Building at 

Charleston (home of the Bloomsburys which is now owned by the 

national trust.  Agricultural land is not subject to inheritance tax, so the 

exemption only applies to buildings, parkland and woodland.

4. As the OSS is principally concerned with access to land they have not 

examined the fine detail of the agreements about opening the house.

5. For example the managers must “Preservation of woodlands to 

maintain their amenity, flora and fauna and sporting value” (but there 

is no public access to these “amenities”

6. This is a national scheme. The full list of beneficiaries can be 

found here 

 

 

GOT SOMETHING THAT OTHER PEOPLE OUGHT TO KNOW ABOUT?

 

Send it to me at travelman@travelloglewes.co.uk  Deadline for each issue is 

the 25th of the month before.

 

SUBSCRIBING AND UNSUBSCRIBING

Spread the word – please forward this newsletter to anyone you think might 



like it.

 

If you would like to get your own copy of the newsletter each month 

visitwww.travelloglewes.co.uk and sign up using the form on the home page

 

Left the area?  Bought a Hummer?  Mailbox too full?.  Unsubscribe using the 

link at the bottom of this newsletter.

 

FACEBOOK

The Travel Log Facebook page is now 

at https://www.facebook.com/travelloglewes. It will be used for latest updates 

between newsletters.  So if you visit the page and “like” it you will get updates

 

TWITTER

For even more updates you can follow Travel Log at @travelloglewes


