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Chair’s Letter to Members—January 2016 

Dear Members, 

Here we are again, another three months 
slipped by, and it's time for our first 

newsletter of 2016. 

The run up to Christmas was very busy 
with the fayre.  I would like to thank all 
those who helped to make this a success, 
by donating goods, also those who 
collected donated items.  All those who 
baked items for sale, helped out on the 
day, or came along to support despite the 
weather.  Also thank you to all those who 
both sold and purchased raffle tickets.  

We couldn’t have done it without you all. 

Next came the A.G.M.  I would like to say 
a big thank you to all those who voted for 
me, when I put in for the position of Chair 
Person.  I did not make the decision 
lightly, when I decided to put forward my 
application, and I will do my utmost to 
deal with whatever comes my way in 
2016.  As you know the A.G.M. was 
followed by the Christmas Buffet in the 
office.  Wasn’t that a jolly occasion?  The 
office was packed with people enjoying 
themselves.  Once again I thank all those 
who helped to make that day special, by 
donating money, baking and contributing 
food items, and those who 
helped to decorate and 
prepare the office in 
readiness, and all those who 
came along and joined in the 
fun.  And let’s not forget 
those who did the washing 
up, and those who helped to 
put things back in place 

afterwards. 

However you spent your 
Christmas I hope you 

enjoyed every minute of it. 

We are now starting a brand New 

Year. 

On New Years Eve I reflected on the 
past twelve months, as I am sure many 
of you did, but then instead of thinking 
what the coming year would hold for 
me, I asked myself.  What can I do, to 
make the coming year a year that I will 
be able to look back on, and say I 
made a difference, I made my mark.  I 
can make it a year filled with helping 
others when the need arises, pointing 
the way forward, when someone does 
not  know which way to go. 
Taking the time to listen, when 
someone needs to talk, and lending a 

helping hand whenever needed. 

When you awake in a morning after a 
heavy snow fall.  What do you see?  
Pure white snow, smooth and 
unblemished until it is walked upon.  
Let's compare the New Year with that 
picture.  Twelve whole months for us to 

make our mark.  

Surely that can only lead to 
contentment, and that in turn will lead 

to a Happy New Year. 

That is what I wish each and every one 
of you—A happy healthy 
and contented New Year.  

Who could ask for more? 

Bye for now. 

Janet Smallwood 
(Chairwoman) 
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Public Transport 
Manifesto 

On Monday (1st February) at our 
Potteries Museum public meeting 
we present our full Public 
Transport Manifesto - 'Public 
Transport Services and You - A 
People's Transport Manifesto for 
North Staffordshire'.  Please come 
along and give us your support.  
The details of the meeting are on 
the back page.   
 
We will call for an integrated public 
transport system that meets the 
demands and needs of the people of 
North Staffordshire - a twenty first 
century solution that oils the wheels of 

the local economy and helps 
maintain the social fabric. 
 
The ful l  mani festo is the 
c u lm i na t i o n  o f  ye a r s  o f 
engagement by the North Staffs 
Pensioners' Convention but is, of 
course, not an end in itself.  Now 
we need to press for the urgent 
implementation of these measures 
because we have waited long 
enough for change.  We do not 
expect miracles - we recognise that 
there are many obstacles in the 
way - but we do expect politicians 
and decision makers to go about 

The panel at one of our Public Transport Drop In Sessions—l-r Janet Smallwood, 
John Honeysett and Dan Flanagan 

Picture courtesy of Staffordshire Sentinel 
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Public Transport Manifesto 
Cont’d 

this task with determination and 
courage.  At the heart of this 
initiative is the call for public 
involvement in shaping public 
transport policy and practice.  
 
The process so far 
 
In 2011 a twelve strong party of 
NSPC members visited Nottingham 
to see the city's impressive 
integrated public transport system.  
With the help of Staffordshire 
University we made a short DVD 

about the trip and issued a 
report comparing Stoke-on-
Trent's transport system with 
Nottingham's. 
 
In 2014 we were out in the City 
Centre bus station asking the 
public for their feedback on 
public transport and then we 
held a day long event at the 
Mitchell Arts Centre in Hanley 
attended by over 50 people.  
This was supported by the 
Raymond Williams Foundation. 

 
In 2015 we held our canal trip 
followed by a meeting at Middleport 
Pottery to discuss how we could 
realise the potential of the canal 
system to celebrate our industrial 
heritage and attract visitors to the 
area. 
 
Also in 2015 we published our 
'Public Transport and You - 
Summary of Aspirations' document 
and distributed it to candidates in the 
elections.  This document was the 



 5 G R E Y P OWE R  

Public Transport Manifesto 
Cont’d 

precursor to the fuller manifesto 
document that we are presenting on 
Monday. 
 
At the end of last year and the 
beginning of this we have been out 
again asking what people think of 
p ub l i c  t r a n spo r t  i n  No r t h 

Staffordshire and we have held 
consultation events in our office in 
Hanley. 
 
The Manifesto will be calling for: 
 

• Fully-accessible 2010 Equality 
Act public transport, all with 
Kassel Kerbs at enforceable-
lined CCTV-covered bus-stops. 

 

• Real-time electronic bus-
t i m e t a b l i n g  s h o w i n g 
connections with local and 
express bus, and train services. 

 

• Multi-modal ticketing systems 
(e.g. Oystercard/Smartcard) for 
public transport. 

 

• Park & Ride tickets eligible for 
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Public Transport Manifesto 
Cont’d 

free bus and taxi services to 
hospitals, to reduce car parking 
on NHS properties. 

 

• Provision of secure cycle-hire 
and storage facilities at all rail 
stations, and upgrading of cycle 
and pedestrian ‘Greenways’. 

 

• Free public toilet facilities at all 
transport ‘Hub’ interchange bus 
and rail stations. 

 

• New railway stations and 
infrastructure (e.g. re-opening of 
the Stoke-Leek line, and 

electrification of Stoke-Derby 
line)  

 

• Tourist potential of Stoke’s 
industrial heritage provided by 
30-seat Etruria-based Day Trip 
Hire boat and other designated 
forms of public transport. 

 

• Regular consultation between 
public transport user-groups and 
Local Authorities/transport 
providers – a P.T.E-style 
Committee created, following the 
Buses Bill 2016.  
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Public Transport Manifesto 
Cont’d 

The report concludes: 
 
'In this 21st Century, where private car 
ownership still dominates planning, 
public transport is viewed in some 
quarters as second class travel.  This 
Manifesto completely rejects that view.  
Given the challenges that we face at 
international, national and local levels, 
the need for integrated public transport 
is unquestionable'. 
 
The Manifesto will be presented by 
Jon Honeysett, our North Staffs 

Pensioners' Convention public 
transport expert.  He has written the 
document and led all the initiatives 
we have taken on public transport 
over the last few years.  Thank you, 
Jon, for all your efforts. 
 

Andy Day 
Co-ordinator 

Book Now for Blackpool Parliament 
This year’s trip to Pensioners Parliament will take place 

from 13th—17th June 2016 

Following positive feedback from members, we are staying once again at 
The New Oxford Hotel which we used for last year’s trip.  It is just round the 
corner from the Winter Gardens, and a short walk from the seafront.  You 
are also very welcome to join us, even if you don’t want to spend much of 
your time in the Parliament and just want to enjoy a seaside break.  Places 
are limited so please book as soon as possible if you want to come along. 

The price for return coach transport, en-suite hotel room with bed, breakfast 
and evening meal and entry to the Parliament is just £175.  There are no 
extra charges like single room supplements.  Our coach will pick up in 
Hanley and Newcastle, more details will be supplied when you book. 

Call the office on 01782 201724 to book your place now. 
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In the last newsletter we told 
you about the decision by the 
NHS in North Staffordshire to 
close the wards at Longton 
Cottage Hospital and our fear 
that more Community Hospitals 
in North Staffs would be at risk 
in the future.  We expressed our 
belief that the NHS plans for 
care services in people’s own 
homes were inadequate as they 
stand at present and we 
ref lected the widespread 
concerns in the local community. 

We have now submitted our 
response to the NHS Clinical 
Commissioning Group’s (CCG’s) 
Consultation document ‘My 
Care, My Way – Home First’ 
which outlines the broad 
principles underlying their 
strategy.  Here I summarise our 
document. 

______________________________ 

‘The process of consultation has 
been shambolic with an initial 
consultation on more specific 
proposals abandoned after a month 
and ‘My Care, My Way – Home First’ 
put forward in its place. 

We are deeply sceptical that the 
‘consultation’ is of any value because 
the policy seems to be going forward 
before it is even complete.   

The CCG representative, Marcus 
Warnes, likened Community 
Hospitals to “warehouses for older 
people”.  The NSPC believes that 
his underlying assumption that 
Community Hospital care is bad 
and community care is good, is 
simplistic and smacks of an 
ideological approach. 

In sharp contrast to the comments 
of Mr Warnes, Simon Stevens, the 
new NHS Chief Executive, recently 
gave considerably more emphasis 
to the value of Community 
Hospitals. 

If more Community Hospitals were 
to close they will cease to be ‘local’ 
to relatives and carers and visits 
will entail long and difficult 
journeys, particularly if they rely on 
public transport. 

At a time when acute hospital care 
is under great strain, Community 
Hospitals serve to take the 
pressure off beds. 

My Care, My Way—Home First 
The End for Community Hospitals in North Staffs? 

Longton Cottage Hospital 



 9 G R E Y P OWE R  

We fear that this approach would be 
driven by cost cutting, passing on the 
responsibility for community hospital 
care to cheaper private nursing 
homes with often inferior standards of 
care. 

Although we support the principle of 
more NHS care being provided in 
people’s own homes, we do not think 
this should replace Community 
Hospital care.  We are sceptical that 
the plans for care in the community 
are practical and deliverable. 

We assume that GPs would have 
clinical ownership of this model of 
care.  However there is a GP shortage 
and they say they cannot cope with 
the existing workload.  How will they 
take on more? 

The ‘My Care, My Way – Home First’ 
model requires an increased input 
from Social Care but we question 
whether the Social Care has the 
resources to cope. 

An expansion of the excellent Meals 
on Wheels service in Stoke-on-Trent 
would provide care and support at 
very little cost and would help bolster 
preventative care in the city. 

We question the capacity of mental 
health services, dementia care, 
alcohol and drug dependency 
services, District Nurses, tissue 
v iabi l i ty  nurses,  occupat ional 
therapists, physiotherapists, podiatry 
services, continence care, community 
pharmacies etc, to cope with the 

increased demand that this 
strategy will create. 

Most people, if ill, deteriorate at 
night.  Will the NHS and Social 
Care Services have the full teams 
of highly skilled nurses, physicians 
and others to provide the care 
people need at night?  Will they be 
able to gain access to people’s 
homes at night? 

In Summary 

We have deep misgivings about 
the legitimacy and value of the 
consultation process itself, the 
plans to close our Community 
Hospitals, the mechanisms for 
discharging patients from hospital 
and the capacity of services in the 
community to take up the huge 
challenge these plans will present.  
We believe that these plans will put 
older people and the vulnerable at 
risk.  We urge the NHS Cliniocal 
Commissioning Group to rethink.’ 

Thanks to Malcolm Swann from 
Unison and Ian Syme, NHS 
campaigner for all their help in 
drawing up our response. 

A copy of our full submission is 
available from the office as is Ian 
Syme’s paper to the CCG.  Our 
response to the CCG’s plans will 
underpin opur ongoing campaign.  
Please ring (01782) 201724 to 
order copies. 

 Andy Day 

My Care, My Way—Home First 
The End for Community Hospitals in North Staffs? -Cont’d 
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Members of the Friends of Grey 
Power group have been very busy 
again during the past year, organising 
a number of fundraising activities. 
 
These have included three Fayres, 
Museum Raffle and Sales and two 
Buffets in the office.  Many thanks to 

all the people who have supported 
these events, either by volunteering 
their time and energy to help with 
organisation, donations of items, or 
coming along to support the events. 
We now have a small ‘pop up shop’ 
within the office, where visitors can 
find homemade jam and marmalade, 
knitted and crochet items, handmade 
cards, 2nd hand books and cd’s etc, 
all proceeds going to our funds.  
Thanks to everyone who donated 
prizes and bought tickets for Grand 
Raffle—the results are shown on the 
right. 
. 
We would like to send our thanks to 
Eunice Long who has been the co-
ordinator of  Friends of Greypower for 
some time now.  She is now stepping 
down, which means that we need 
more volunteers to undertake several 
tasks.  If you are interested in joining 
us, please contact the office on 01782 
201724 and we will be able to tell you 

a little more about what is involved. 
 
We also need more volunteer 
drivers to help collect items which 
are offered for donation, and also to 
help transport items to and from the 
Fayres.  If you have transport and are 
able to do this occasionally, can you 
please let us know and we can put 

you on our list 
of volunteer 
drivers.   
 
We are always 
on the lookout 
f o r  h i g h 
q u a l i t y 
d o n a t e d 
goods for our 
fundraising, so 
if you have had 
any Christmas 
gifts that you 
don’t want, or 
maybe have 
r e p l a c e d 
household items over the recent 
weeks, please get in touch to arrange 
delivery or for someone to collect. 

Friends of Grey Power 

Prizewinners 2015 
Grand Raffle 

1st —£100.00 Cash— Pat Watson 

2nd—Christmas Hamper— Mrs L Dodd 

3rd—Electric Kettle— I Wooldridge 

4th—Bottle Whisky— Mrs L Dodd 

5th—Pair Bath Sheets—Mr & Mrs Jones 

6th—Electric Blender (donated by 

Morrisons)— Mrs A Harvey 

7th—Bottle Baileys (donated by 

member)— Mr & Mrs Birks 

8th—Christmas Blanket (donated by 

member)— Jason Hill 

9th—Anniversary Clock— Dave Poole 

10th—Garden Centre Vouchers 

(donated by Garner’s)— A Boulton 

Jo Wright prepares to make 
some sales on the ‘Stocking 

Filler’ stall at the Christmas Fayre 
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Buses, Boats, Beds and Berry 
                                                   A look back at 2015      

ANNUAL REPORT SUMMARY 

More than ever before, Committee 
members and volunteers are 
taking responsibility for making 
things happen, developing new 
skills on the way and working 
together effectively.  As you can 
see in this report we have 
campaigned with vigour and 
imagination but we have also 
shown a willingness to work with 
the powers that be to improve 

things. 

Our monthly Potteries Museum 
Public Meetings, have covered 
Meals on Wheels, Canals and 
Wildlife, Hospital Food and Nutrition, 
Community Hospitals, Economic 
Development, the European Union, 
Bus Transport and much more 
beside.  In August, longstanding 
friend of the Convention Fred Hughes 
spoke about the local painter, 
playwright and poet, Arthur Berry and 
on Monday 2nd March Joan Walley, 
who retired from Parliament at the 
General Election in May, made her 
last appearance at an NSPC Public 
Meeting as an MP.  We made a 
presentation to Joan to mark her 28 
years as the representative for Stoke-
on-Trent North. 

Grey Power ,  th is  quarter l y 
newsletter, is delivered to all 
members, friends, affiliates and 
Councillors.  Thanks to the efforts of 
Pat Smith, our editor, it remains a 
high quality publication and an 
excellent campaigning tool. 

In June twenty seven members 
a t t e nd ed  t he  Pens i one r s ' 
Parliament trip to Blackpool.  It is 
an opportunity to meet Grey Power 
campaigners from across the UK 
and a chance to relax and socialise 
by the seaside.  See page 7 for 
details of this year’s trip. 

The Carewatch team have given our 
work another dimension over the last 
few years.  On issues such as 
accounting for care, problems with 
access to care, difficulties for 
relatives visiting people in hospitals 
and care homes, older people faced 
with anti-social neighbours, house 
repairs and other housing issues, 
they have successfully pursued 
individual cases with tenacity and 
attention to detail.  These are often 
cases where the individuals seemed 
to have exhausted all other options 
and reached the end of the road. I 
firmly believe that no other 

Audience at one of our Museum Meetings 
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organisations in the area would 
have achieved what Janet 
Smallwood and her team have 
achieved.   

The failure of Stoke-on-Trent City 
Council Housing Officers to act 
decisively to support the victims 
and their reluctance to engage with 
local residents over these matters 
has, in the cases we have been 
involved with, led to great and 
unnecessary distress. 

Sam Wu was our student on 
placement from Keele School of 
Medicine.  He will, I am certain, 
become an excellent practitioner at 
whatever  discipline he chooses 
within the medical profession.  
Thank you to Joanna Wright for all 
her work on this course.  We really 
do value this work with Keele. 

Thank you to all our Friends of 
Grey Power volunteers who have 
worked so hard in 2015.  Three 
Fayres during the year raised well 
over £1,000 profi t for the 

Convention.  In addition, the magic 
saucer in the office has yielded 
hundreds of pounds in office sales 
during the course of the year.   
Barbara Hollinshead and Barbara 
Emery have regularly helped sort out 
the store area in the office.  The team 
have organised tea and cakes for a 
pound in the office after the public 
meetings and held buffets after the 
public meetings in July and 
December.  Pat Smith has also 
organised craft sessions in the office 
to make items for sale.  The 
Convention was the preferred charity 
for the Greedy Pigs Motorcycle club 
this year.  We set up a cake and food 
stall at their event at the Free Bird in 
Newcastle on Sunday 3rd May where 
we raised over £100 to add to the 
£1,211 raised by the Greedy Pigs 
themselves.  We thank them for their 
great generosity.   

Because we have organised auditors 
ourselves rather than relying on 
Voluntary Action, we have saved the 
NSPC £375.    

Although she will still be involved, 
Eunice Long stepped down from co-

Buses, Boats, Beds and Berry—cont’d 

ANNUAL REPORT SUMMARY 

The Greedy Pigs Motorcycle Club join members 
outside the Potteries Museum 

Enjoying a post meeting brew in the office 



 13 G R E Y P OWE R  

ordinating the fundraising work 
because of her health.  I thank 
Eunice for all her efforts over many 
years on our behalf.   

Campaigns 

We began the New Year with a 
campaign to defend Stoke-on-
Trent Meals on Wheels.  The 
volunteer based service, which 
delivers hot meals to over 200 
pensioners and other vulnerable 
residents, was facing closure 
because Stoke-on-Trent City 
Council were planning to cut the 
£80,000 a year grant for the service.  
Meals on Wheels is a lifeline to 
isolated older people and, even in 
these times of Government 
cutbacks, a very small part of the 
City Council's overall budget.  After 
two stalls in Hanley with Meals on 
Wheels volunteers, we had 
gathered over 700 signatures for 
our petition and were gearing up for 
a long struggle.  However, in 
February we heard that the 

Councillors had changed their minds 
and agreed that the service will 
continue to receive local authority 
funding for 2015/16.  Despite this 
victory, our fear was that Meals on 
Wheels would again be in the firing 
line in 2016/17 but with the change of 
Council in May the Meals on Wheels 
service is more secure.  We believe 
that there is now an opportunity to 
expand Meals on Wheels.  This 
service is more necessary than ever 
because, due to cut-backs, only the 
most vulnerable older people are 
eligible for Social Care.  Meals on 
Wheels volunteers provide a hot 
meal and a friendly face for those 
who would otherwise have little or no 
help. The service boosts people’s 
physical and mental health and acts 
as an early warning system if 
somebody’s health starts to fail.  With 
NHS managers saying they want to 
provide more care in people’s own 
homes, surely Meals on Wheels 
should be a key part of this approach. 

The General Election was on May 
7th and some local elections were 
held on the same day.  We sent our 
'Public Transport and You', 'Social 
Care in the Home' and the 'Pensions 
and Unive rsa l  En t i t l emen ts ' 
Manifestos to all candidates standing 
in Stoke-on-Trent and all candidates 
standing for Parliament across North 
Staffordshire.  28 candidates replied.  
Commi t t ee  member,  Mi r i am 
Crompton wrote to all those 
candidates who replied to our letter.   

We held a General Election Meeting 

ANNUAL REPORT SUMMARY 

Buses, Boats, Beds and Berry—cont’d 

People gather to sign our Meals on Wheels 
petition 
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at the Holy Trinity Church 
Community Hall in Newcastle on 
Mond a y  1 3 t h  A p r i l  a n d 
representatives of Parties putting 
forward candidates in seats in 
North Staffordshire were on the 
panel.  This was attended by over 
70 people.  It featured the use of 
our Antiwaffleometer which buzzed 
when candidates reached their 
allotted time.  At the meeting we 
awarded 100-year old Convention 
member Jack Hood Honorary 
Membership.   

As all seats were being contested 
in Stoke-on-Trent, we held a local 
election meeting in the RVS in 
Hanley on Friday 24th April with 
candidates from seven Parties/
Groups represented.  There were 
about 60 in attendance.   

In the summer, the NHS in North 
Staffordshire put forward plans that 
included the closure of Longton 
Cottage Hospital and put into doubt 
the long term future of other 
Community Hospitals in North 

Staffordshire.  The proposals were 
to reduce Community Hospital beds 
and provide more services for people 
in their own homes.  In response to 
the plans, the Trades Union and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC) organised 
a 'Save Longton Hospital' march from 
the Cottage Hospital to Longton 
which took place on July 11th.  
Convention member, Alex Shaw and I 
took our banner on the march which 
was attended by hundreds of local 
people representing a wide cross 
section of opinion.  TUSC also began 
a petition that gathered over 10,000 
signatures by the time it was 
presented to the NHS representatives 
on October 14th.  Our August 3rd 
public meeting was addressed by Ian 
Syme, the NHS campaigner and 
Irene Sutton, a nurse at Longton.  We 
issued a statement saying that, 
although we support more care in 
people's own homes delivered by 
properly skilled and supported staff, 
we believe that Community Hospitals 
will still have a major part to play.  
The three Stoke-on-Trent MPs also 
provided statements that were read 
out at our meeting.  On September 
9th over 50 Convention members 
a t t e n d e d  t h e  A d u l t s  a n d 
Neighbourhood Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee of Stoke-on-Trent 
City Council when they were to 
consider the proposals from the NHS 
Clinical Commissioning Group.  The 
Scrutiny Committee members stated 
that they did not support the closure 
of beds at Longton Cottage until full 
consultation has taken place and they 
raised a number of concerns about 

ANNUAL REPORT SUMMARY 

Buses, Boats, Beds and Berry—cont’d 

Lifetime Member Jack Hood (left), aged 
100, at the Newcastle election meeting 
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Canal Event— outside Middleport Pottery 

On the Trent and Mersey 

Buses, Boats, Beds and Berry—cont’d 
the impact of these plans on 
community services.  The process 
turned into a fiasco when in October 
the representatives from the NHS 
announced that  the o ff ic ia l 
consultation over the closure of 
Longton Cottage Hospital and cuts in 
beds at other hospitals was to be 
abandoned under instructions from 
NHS  Eng land  and  a  new 
consultation called 'My Care, My 
Way - Home First' was to begin on 
the broad principles of the new 
approach.  We continue to have 
major concerns about the plans 
which are reflected in our response 
to the consultation (see pages 8 and 
9) 

We decided that a canal trip on 
Wednesday 8th July should be the 
first step towards making our public 
transport manifesto commitments a 
reality.  Jon Honeysett, our public 
transport expert, arranged to hire a 
barge to be towed by a narrow boat 
and 24 members set off from Etruria 
Industrial Museum in the morning 
and arrived at Middleport Pottery for 

lunch and an early afternoon 
meeting led by Jon that involved 
Stoke-on-Trent Cabinet member, 
Councillor Jack Brereton and others 
involved with canal issues.  Despite 
the adverse weather, the event was 
a success due to the Dunkirk spirit 
of our members.  Jon called for the 
development of the canal front, 
‘canal taxis’ to carry visitors and 
local people, a co-ordinated 
approach to publicising visitor 
attractions with bus links to the 
canal and much more.  If this 
approach is successful it will boost 
visitor numbers to the area and help 
improve the local economy.  It will 
also give local people and visitors a 
rich experience in celebration of our 
industrial heritage.  This work is 
ongoing.  

Our wider public transport initiative 
is in full swing.  See page 3 for more 
details 

On Thursday 1st October we held a 
tongue in cheek' demonstration at a 
bus stop off Dividy Road to 
celebrate the adding of a raised 

ANNUAL REPORT SUMMARY 
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curb after our year-long campaign.  
Over twenty people attended and 
Alan Barrett, local campaigner and 
artist, offered good humoured 
support, including his poem specially 
written for the occasion. 

Seventy people took part in our 'Free 
to Pee' march on November 2nd from 
the Potteries Museum to the City 
Centre Bus Station in Hanley.  Thanks 
to Pat Smith's excellent publicity and 
poster, we gained coverage on ITV 
regional news, the Sun newspaper, 
and all the local media.  The Council 
had introduced a 30p charge to use 
the public toilets on the bus station 
two weeks before the march.  On the 
s am e  d a y  t h e y  m a de  a n 
announcement that the charge will no 
longer apply.  Credit where credit is 
due - well done to the Council for 
responding so promptly to the public. 

Since the local elections in May we 
have now received assurances that 
the funding and support in kind for the 
North Staffs Pensioners' Convention 
including the office, will continue until 
at least the next local elections in four 
year's time. 

For all those who paid their subs 
and bought raffle tickets, who 
helped with mailings and activities, 
who served on the committee, or 
who got involved in any other way 
during 2015 – thank you.  You are 
part of an organisation that makes 
a difference.  We have lost many 
loyal members during this year and 
we pay tribute to all of them.  The 
Convention has been going for 24 
years.  As always, a question that 
we face is how will we sustain the 
NSPC in the future?  I do not want 
to be over confident but, given the 
active involvement of members 
during 2015, I believe we are better 
placed than ever before to say that 
we can do so. 

Andy Day 
Co-ordinator NSPC 

 
(Copies of the full Annual Report 
are available from the office on 
request.) 

ANNUAL REPORT SUMMARY 

Buses, Boats, Beds and Berry—cont’d 

Our protest against charges for public toilets at the bus station 
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Have you got any comments on articles in this 
Newsletter, or about any issues which may be 
of interest to our members?  We are always 
pleased to receive letters and articles for 
publication—please include your name in any 
items submitted. 

E-mail:   admin@greypowernorthstaffs.org.uk 

If you are planning to make or 
amend a will in the near 
future, please consider 

leaving a bequest to the North 
Staffs Pensioners’ 

Convention. 

Humour 

Our neighbourhood has a tiny ghost that helps out during hard 
times — it's good to have a little community spirit. 

—-**ooooooOOOOOoooooo**—- 
 

I was out walking with my 4 year old daughter. She picked up something off 
the ground and started to put it in her mouth. I took the item away from her 
and I asked her not to do that. 

"Why?" my daughter asked. 

"Because it's been on the ground, you don't know where it's been, it's dirty, 
and probably has germs" I replied. 

At this point, my daughter looked at me with total admiration and asked, 
"Mummy, how do you know all this stuff, you are so clever." 

I was thinking quickly. "All mums know this stuff. It's on the Mummy Test. 
You have to know it, or they don't let you be a Mummy." We walked along in 
silence for 2 or 3 minutes, but she was evidently pondering this new 
information. 

"OH...I get it!" she beamed, "So if you don't pass the test you have to be the 
Daddy."   "Exactly" I replied back with a big smile on my face. 

—-**ooooooOOOOOoooooo**—- 
 
A polar bear walks into a bar.  The barman says ‘We don’t get many polar 
bears in here.’  The polar bear replies ‘At these prices I’m not surprised!’ 
 

—-**ooooooOOOOOoooooo**—- 
 
A set of jump-leads walks into a bar, the barman says, "I'll serve you, but 
you'd better not start anything" . 
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A Warm Welcome 
Awaits at our Grey 

Power Public 
Meetings 

Everyone, members or not, are very 
welcome to join us at our monthly 
meetings.  We have a wide variety 
of speakers talking about a range 

of interesting topics, and the audience are free to ask 

questions or make points if they wish. 

If you have not been to our public meetings before and you do not 
know anybody, you may feel a little wary of coming, so if you would 
like to arrange for someone to meet you at the door please ring the 

office on 01782 201724. 

We have been contacted by Silver 
Voices, a UK wide web based 
organisation which campaigns for a 
society which better supports older 
people.  They have a manifesto 
which, amongst other things, calls for  
a society that welcomes the views of 
older people, supports the NHS, offers 
better health and social care for older 
people, and high quality public 
services provided by progressive 
taxation of income, wealth and profit.  
They send out regular briefings on a 
variety of topics.  Their website can be 
found here if you would like further 
information:- 
 
http://www.silvervoices.co.uk/ 

Membership 
is subscription 
based (£8 per 
annum), but 
they have 
o f f e r e d 
members of 
the NSPC a free three month trial 
subscription, which can be 
cancelled at any time. 
 
If you would like to take up this 
offer, please forward your email 
address to Gay Hoban at 
gh1956bth@gmail.com and she will 
compile a list of interested people 
and forward it on to Silver Voices. 

Silver Voices 
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A Visit to Hereford 

Although Hereford is too far away for 
a day trip it is ideal for a weekend or 
a short break holiday.  The route 
from North Staffordshire is via 
Shrewsbury, Ludlow and then on to 
Hereford. the total journey time being 
about 5 to 51/2 hours. 
 
The bus service from Hanley or 
Newcastle is the Arriva 64 which 
departs at 1/4 past the hour from 
Hanley or 1/2 past the hour from 
Newcastle , the journey taking 
approximately 2 hours.  From 
Shrewsbury to Ludlow the bus is the 
Minsterly Motors 435 service and 
then from Ludlow to Hereford is the 
Lugg Valley 492 service, each 
service taking approximately 11/4 
hours for their part of the journey. 
However the Shrewsbury to Ludlow 
service runs approximately hourly 
with the Ludlow to Hereford service 
running every 2 hours. 
 
Hereford is quite an old town.  It has 

an old house which is furnished with 
period furniture and is open to 
visitors, a good shopping centre 
together with a market hall, open 
every day, and a Cathedral.  The 
Cathedral has a chained library and 
also the famous Mappa Mundi.  Also 
it is quite pleasant to sit on the 
banks of the river Wye. 
 
Hereford is also in an ideal position 
to travel to other places in the area, 
Gloucester , Hay on Wye, Ross on 
Wye, Worcester and the Malvern 
Hills being some of the interesting 
places within east reach.  Cardiff is 
about 2 1/2 hours away by bus but 
difficulties with bus passes may 
occur due to the majority of the 
route being in Wales. 
 

 
Peter Parker 
Travel Correspondent 

Travel Report 

View of Hereford 
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Please keep a note of these dates, as in order to save on postage costs we are 
reducing the number of mailings that we send out. 

Grey Power Public meeting: 

Monday 1st February 2016—10.30am—12.15pm 

Bus Services in North Staffs—Launch of our full Public Transport Manifesto 
speakers inc. Jon Honeysett (NSPC), Jack Brereton (S-o-T City Council Cabinet Member 
responsible for Public Transport), Chris Almond (D & G), Nigel Eggleton (First Bus) 
 
Monday 7th March 2016 - 10.30am—12.15pm 

Engineers in North Staffordshire—Looking at Reginald Mitchell & the Sptifire, James 

Brindley & the Canals, and the building of the Garden Festival—Speakers inc. Ray 

Johnson 
 

Monday 4th April 2016 - 10.30am—12.15pm 

Topic to be confirmed—Details will be announced at the March Public Meeting  
 
 

Please arrive at 10.15 ready for a prompt 10.30 start  

Forum Theatre, Potteries Museum, Bethesda Street, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent 
All welcome, members and non-members 

Admission free 

D
a
te
s 
fo
r 
Y
ou
r 
D
ia
ry
 

New Member Application Form 
I wish to join the NSPC and I support its aims and objectives (Page 1, Section 
2 of the Constitution—copies available from the address below). 
I enclose my yearly subscription of £5.  Please make cheques payable to 
N.S.P.C. (Donations also welcome) 
 

Name……………………………………………………………………………..... 

Address ………………………………………………………………………...….. 

………………………………………………………………………………..…… 

Postcode …………………………………..…      Tel …………………...………… 

E-mail ……………………………..…………………….…………………...…….. 

When completed, return to the following address with your subscription: 
NSPC, 3 Bagnall Street, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 3AD 

Tel no  01782 201724 

Not a Member? Enjoyed this Newsletter? 
If you are not already a member, why not join our organisation and 
receive a copy every quarter, delivered free to your door. 


