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Travelman says  “It’s time to get 
your bike out”
 
NOW IS A GREAT TIME TO GET BACK ON 
YOUR BIKE
There are allegedly more cycles in Sussex than there are cars, but a lot of them are rotting away in the 
backs of garages or in sheds.  Now is the time to dig them out and get them going. Our very own Dr 
Bike might be your first port of call. They are a group of cycle enthusiasts who believe in encouraging 
everyone to use their bikes. They voluntarily come along to the Nutty Wizard on Cliffe High Street in 
Lewes, East Sussex every Saturday between 10.00 and 12  and offer their skills and services to fix bikes 
for anyone. For dates see here .  For more major work you can take your bike down to      Cycle Shack  , in 
the old Woolworths Building and also in Friars Walk 
 
Perhaps you don’t have a bike? Here  you will find an article about what to look for when buying one.
 
There are lots of places to cycle round Lewes.  There are cycle paths towards Glynde, Kingston and the 
University and lots of quiet ways you can discover.  You can even cycle 25 miles to Bexhill almost all on 
the level.   If you live in Newhaven or Seaford then Cycle Seahaven is for you.  They have rides at all 
levels.  Details of rides at here  A women's cycle group in Lewes is Birds on Bikes
 
On the Travellog website you can find a large number of cycling routes, ranging from local day and half 
day routes to an epic voyage from London to Paris via Lewes. For more rides Jim Grozier has been 
leading relaxed rides for the Brighton Clarion club for many years, and has also created rides on his 
own.  You can find all the rides at https://jimgrozier.wordpress.com/cycling/. They are in PDF form. The 
rest of his blog is worth reading too.
 
 Brighton Clarion is a great club for people who want to do relaxed riding.  Average speed is 8mph and no 
one ever gets left behind.  They are based in Brighton, but about half their rides are accessible from 
Lewes.
 



Lewes University of the Third Age has a cycling group co-ordinated by John Downie.  Although it started 
off as an easy riding group the pace has gone up.  However they still make an effort to welcome 
beginners and returners. Contact John Dowie via the U3A web site 
at http://u3asites.org.uk/code/u3asite.php?site=60&page=4

 

MARIA CAULFIELD TO JOIN GREENS 
SHOCK
 
As we went to press there were reports that MP Maria Caulfield had defected to the Green Party over 
transport issues.  She is reported to have said “I have realised that this endless expansion of private 
transport is not the way to go.  I have been muzzled by my party over my opposition to non-sustainable 
transport.  Now I have joined the Greens I can say whatever I like..  At press time Travelman was unable 
to contact Caroline Lucas for a comment.
 
More news when I have it.
 

LATE NIGHT BUSES FROM BRIGHTON
 
From April 24th There will be additional late night buses from Brighton to Lewes and Malling Down at 
midnight and 12:30am on Mondays to Saturdays.  Currently the last normal service leaves Churchill 
Square at  11.30pm.  Normal fares apply on these buses but bus pass holders will have to pay except at 
weekends.  Bus passes are not valid for journeys starting between 11pm and 9.30am Mondays to Fridays 
on the grounds that the old and disabled should be tucked up in bed by then, although we are allowed out 
on Saturdays and Sundays. 
 
Ruth O’Keeffe tells me that this was as a result of a request by Lewes Town Council, not the District 
Council as Brighton buses claim.
 
These services are on top of the Saturdays only 1.36am service from Churchill Square which is a special 
night service.  The normal fare for this is £7 but you can use a saver ticket, which is much cheaper. Bus 
passes are valid.
 
The last train from Brighton is at 11.36pm Monday to Friday, 11.20 on Saturdays.
 

NOT BREEZING UP TO THE DOWNS SO 
OFTEN- OR AT ALL
 
Cuts in subsidies made by Brighton council and the South Downs National Park mean that many summer 
services to the Downs are cut.  From the 24th April these changes will happen:
 

• There will be no open top buses on the route from Brighton to Devils Dyke, so no more riding 
the hill with the wind in your hair.Open top buses have to have a conductor and this costs 
more.

• There will be no service to Devils Dyke on Monday to Friday until June Saturday, Sunday and 
Bank Holiday services will continue. All services will run every 45 minutes instead of every 30 
minutes, as they do now.

• The Stanmer Park and Ditchling Beacon services will only run at weekends and bank 
holidays.

 
(thanks to Brighton Buswatch for this information)
 

• The Compass Bus summer Sundays journeys on the 125 and 121 will not run this year and 
the Lewes Area Community Transport will not be running their service from Lewes to Firle and 



Ditchling Beacons.

 
So- more cars in our Downland areas.  Ditchling Beacon, in particular is suffering from car over capacity.  
The car park only has space for 40 cars and is often full at weekends.
 

OTHER BUS CHANGES
 
Compass Bus are making minor changes to the Lewes Town services and the 143 to Hailsham to 
improve punctuality.  Details here
 
There will be some reductions to the evening bus services between Lewes and Uckfield but evening 
services previously terminating in central Lewes will run to Malling (Church Lane)  Details will be on the 
Brighton buses web site when available.

 

BIKES ON THE BUS TO DITCHLING BEACON 
(and elsewhere)
 
Travelman has just noticed this on the Brighton buses web site:
 
“Bikes on buses
Folding bikes can be carried on all buses provided that they can be safely stowed in the luggage area 
and they do not have any parts such as handlebars or pedals sticking out which could cause a danger to 
other passengers.
 
Bikes can be carried on Stanmer Park route 78 and Ditchling Beacon route 79, this is the only exception 
as there is a designated space provided to stow bicycles.”
 
So you can take your full sized bike up to Ditchling Beacon on the bus and then cycle back down.  Hereis 
a link to the 78 and 79 bus timetable  Both buses start from Brighton station. The 79 goes near London 
road station.  The 78 goes near Falmer Station.

 

MORE ON THE HOPELESS SOUTHERN 
WEBSITE
 
Laurissa Tokarchuk  emails to say
 
“Just a couple words of warning over southerns horrid new website. Apart from the horrid usability issues 
your readers should be aware:
 

• Not all ticket types are available on the “keycard” and the new website makes you choose 
paper or keycard before you start. Thus if you don’t know that you can’t buy a super off-peak 
ticket on the keycard you will end up buying an off-peak ticket even if you are travelling at 
super off-peak times. The website will not tell you that there is a cheaper paper only fare.

• A worrying bug has popped up as well. I have searched 3 or 4 times in the last month 
(because it makes you, even if you know the ticket you want!), for lewes to london at super-off 
peak (paper) and been given the wrong fare (off-peak). Weirdly if you change your search 
terms to a day later and search (getting the correct fare) and then change it back to the day 
you want, it does seem to rectify the problem.”

 

AND THE HOPELESS KEYCARD



 
Anne Sykes says “I have had the Southern Key smart card for about 3 years but have now cut it up & 
complained strongly to Southern. I think it has actually worked twice in all that time. I have bought a 
number of tickets online & put them on 'The Key' with email confirmation & the amount of money taken off 
my credit card.
 
However most of the time at the ticket barriers it tells me that it's out of date & "seek assistance" The 
ticket collectors ( some ) then scrutinise it & tell me that my ticket has been used which is NOT true and I 
should buy another one at the ticket office & be refunded if need be.
 
This of course all takes time & makes me out of pocket when I have honestly bought a valid ticket. It is 
most embarrassing & recently after flying back from India tired & weary the same thing happened. I had 
bought a ticket for my 'Key' so that I could go on any train & not wanting to queue at the ticket office at 
Gatwick airport. I was careful to register the validation date also. I have kept trying to use this facilitate as 
I was convinced that it would surely improve but that is not the case and I will never use again.
 
I think it is important that travelling folk are advised of this nonsense. In fact most of the ticket collectors 
say they have endless trouble & fortunately let me through after a bit of a hassle. Also another point is 
that you can't validate it at London Victoria station at all.

 

BUYING YOUR RAILWAY TICKETS FROM A 
PERSON
 
Please buy your tickets from the ticket office when you can, rather than on-line or using the machines, but 
if you cannot do this then there is another way to speak to a real person.
 
Anne Sykes reports: “Another useful way to buy train tickets especially if they are complicated is through 
Llandrindod station by telephone 01597 822053. They are open from 08.40 - 16.30 weekdays. That is all 
they do now as the station is on a single track branch line. I rang this morning to check that they are still 
offering this service & they are. No fee & they will search for the best deal, speaking clearly & pleasantly. 
The tickets come fairly quickly with a printed detailed itinerary. Obviously one could also buy a simple 
ticket to say London but it would have to be a little in advance because of postage. I don't recollect 
having to pay postage either. I have been most impressed.”
 
Travelman understands that the tickets are sold by the community rail partnership set up to promote the 
Mid Wales Line.  This line runs between Shrewsbury and Swansea and is very scenic and quite slow.  As 
a result the computer systems used by train companies tend to encourage passengers to travel by other 
routes, even if they are going between Shrewsbury and Swansea.  So this facility has been set up to 
promote travel on the line.  It offers discounts on tickets over the central Wales Line, but also sells all  
other rail tickets.

 

BLUEBELL WALKS
 
Some of the bluebells are out in Travelman’s garden, so the season may be early this year.
 
Don’t follow the sheep driving to Bluebell walks that charge you.
 
Get the bus to some local bluebell woods and have them to yourself.  Woods worth checking out include
 

• woods round Chailey, especially Starvecrow Wood/Markstakes Common just east of South 
Chailey (bus 121)(Horns Lodge pub nearby),

• Knowlands Walk and Burtenshaw Wood just north of Barcombe (bus 122)(Royal Oak pub in 
Barcombe)

• Folly Wood and Blunts Wood (just north of the Rainbow Pub Cooksbridge) buses 121 and 
122,



• Warningore Wood west of Cooksbridge (buses 121, 122 and 166 go nearby).

• You could also try Cuckoo Bottom inside the racecourse (see the “  Inside the racecourse”  walk 
on the web site)

 
 Remember that you need to keep to rights of way in woodland unless there is public access to the whole 
wood.
 

OTHER SPRINGTIME WALKS
 
In April spring growth starts bursting through, but it can still be a bit muddy underfoot.  Here are some 
walks from the web site that are particularly good at this time of year:
 
Civic Pride, Grey Owl and a Scandal in Bohemia  One of Travelman’s favourite “Countryside in the Town” 
walks  and a reminder that, whatever image you have of Hastings, it is probably wrong.  One or two areas 
can be a bit muddy, but quite a bit of tarmac paths.
 
Balcombe and the High Weald  A bit muddy in places, but a delight once spring growth gets going, with 
nature bursting out everywhere.  Plus the amazing Balcombe viaduct.
 
The secret Balsdean Walk  Straight out of Lewes and out into the hidden Downs.  Not especially good for 
springtime growth, but usually dry underfoot, except sometimes for a short section just past Kingston.  A 
great way to get away from the world and remind yourself how lucky you are to live here.
 
Chailey woods, commons and fields     
A delightful circular walk featuring woods (bluebells in spring), commons and farmland based on the 
Chailey Link walk devised by local people. Slightly undulating. A number of stiles. 6.82miles / 10.97km
 
Travelman has just re-organised all the travel log walks so you can see them in one place here
 

PLOUGHING UP THE PATHS
 
Spring also prompts farmers to start ploughing as a prelude to planting.  Footpaths across fields are often 
ploughed up.  These days the ploughing is often done by contractors who do not know or care where the 
footpaths are.  The law says that paths across fields can be ploughed up but they must be reinstated 
quickly.
 
County Council Guidance to landowners says:
 
“Where paths cross arable fields, landowners should ensure the path remains available and is clearly 
visible at all times. Following ploughing or cultivation the path can be marked out using a tractor. Crops 
should be cleared to at least 1 metre for a footpath, or 2 metres for a bridleway. (Paths round field edges) 
should never be ploughed and footpaths should retain a width of at least 1.5 metres, or 3 metres for 
bridleways.”
 
Often this is not done.  If you come across this sort of problem (or any other problem on a right of way, 
please report it to East Sussex County Council either at https://eastsussex.fixmystreet.com/ or at 
rightsofway@eastsussex.gov.uk.  A photo helps.
 
Please don’t leave it to someone else.  One of the things that decides whether or not a problem gets 
dealt with is the number of people complaining about it.  Even if other people have reported the problem 
before, your report could be the one that makes sure it gets fixed.
 

COCKSHUT LANE
 
Simon Giddey reports that substantial metal gates have now been installed on the section of Cockshut 



Lane by the Stanley Turner, which is now a bridleway.  This should keep the route vehicle free.
 

LEWES TOWN PARTNERSHIP CAR FREE 
DAYS OUT LEAFLET
 
Following a serious amount of huffing and puffing from both Travelman and Cuckmere Buses there is 
now a revised on line version of this leaflet which mentions Travellog and the Cuckmere Rambler Bus.  
You can find it here
 

CHARLESTON
 
Henny Gordon and Oliver Darlington have emailed to point out that Charleston House is run by the 
Charleston Trust and not the National Trust.  Apologies from Travelman for the error.
 

BIG LEMON BUS COMPANY
 
The company reports “In January we launched a community bond issue for new electric buses. The 
deadline was Monday 29 February, and we're very excited to announce that we have raised £250,000. 
 This will enable us to buy two brand new electric buses (or three retrofitted ones) to run on renewable 
electricity... no emissions, no fossil fuels. We're currently looking at the various options, for buses and for 
energy sources.”  The bond issue is now closed. 
 

RETRO CYCLING
 
Travelman wants to run trips like this. This is how cycling used to be in 1956.  Thanks to Dr Bike for the 
link. Great Bikes, Great Trains and great fashions. Hardly any cars.
 

CHEAP FLIGHTS and things to do in your 
car.
 
I’ve posted this before, but in case you were still thinking about booking a holiday flight, here is 
Fascinating Aida’s account of their cheap flight to Ireland.
 
And, on a related issue, people keep telling me how versatile the car is and how you can do things in it 
that you can’t do on public transport. Perhaps they are right- here is Fascinating Aida’s take on one of the 
things you can do with yours vehicle
 
Links contain interesting language and obscene forms of transport.
 
GOT SOMETHING THAT OTHER PEOPLE OUGHT TO KNOW ABOUT?
 
Send it to me at travelman@travelloglewes.co.uk  Deadline for each issue is the 25th of the month 
before.
 
SUBSCRIBING AND UNSUBSCRIBING
Spread the word – please forward this newsletter to anyone you think might like it.
 
If you would like to get your own copy of the newsletter each month visit www.travelloglewes.co.uk and 
sign up using the form on the home page
 



Left the area?  Bought a Hummer?  Mailbox too full?.  Unsubscribe using the link at the bottom of this 
newsletter.
 
FACEBOOK
The Travel Log Facebook page is now at https://www.facebook.com/travelloglewes. It will be used for 
latest updates between newsletters.  So if you visit the page and “like” it you will get updates
 
TWITTER
For even more updates you can follow Travel Log at @travelloglewes


