
 

 

Good Friday Folk Train again a big success! 

A really nice sunny morning 

saw quite a few passengers 

on the platform for our an-

nual Good Friday Folk Train 

Special to Stalybridge sta-

tion, and, of course, its fa-

mous buffet bar.  

This year our resident folk 

duo were joined by Colin on 

the train; also Michael who 

joined us at the buffet bar 

on the station. The train 

arrived on time and many 

had already boarded at 

Stockport. I went round with 

the Cadbury’s crème eggs 

and was really pleased to 

see how many young fami-

lies had joined us and were 

going on to Manchester. 

The ladies at the buffet bar 

had opened especially for 

our party and we filled 2 

rooms while they provided 

tea, coffee and various 

breakfasts for our hungry 

party. 

The now ‘quartet’ provided 

the excellent varied music 

and song and it was a really 

nice morning out.  

Thank you to all who sup-

ported the event, especially 

Cllrs. Tom Grundy & Walter 

Brett & our friend from 

SEMcrp, Stephen Forde. 

Many thanks as well to the 

staff at Stalybridge buffet 

bar. The bacon butties were 

lovely.    

Report by Dot Ashworth 
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Thanks should al-

ways go to contribu-

tors to the newslet-

ter, particularly with 

pictures and proof-

reading! 

However, this issue  

should include spe-

cial thanks for the 

major contribution of 

Dot Ashworth, who 

put together the ma-

jority of the reports, 

and  pictures, and 

without whom this 

issue would not have 

been possible. 

Thanks also to Dave 

Ashworth & Noel 

Henry for their help. 
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Pictured from left:                           

Our conductor for the trip, 

FORSS Chair Tom, Walter with 

the Easter Eggs, and FORSS 

website manager Dave 

Pictured left:      

Ged Phil & Colin 

entertaining the 

passengers 

(picture Keith 

Chapman) 

Pictured above, at Stalybridge Buf-

fet Bar, (from left): Colin, Phil, Ged 

& Michael with a wealth of songs 
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After our visit from the 

Branch Line Society in 

Sept. 2013, we have kept 

in touch and were de-

lighted to be asked to 

travel on their ‘Northern 

Tracker’. It started at Man-

chester Piccadilly and con-

sisted of a 4-coach North-

ern Rail Class 142(Pacer) 

going to Leeds via various 

branch lines and back to 

Manchester. On our short 

ride from Piccadilly to 

Stockport, we had a cap-

tive audience so we could 

give out FORSS flyers and 

sell some magnets. 

At Stockport we were 

asked to sit down and not 

use the toilets while we 

made a rare visit to Stock-

port carriage sidings. We 

then reversed and came 

over Stockport viaduct 

again and onto our Red-

dish South line. As we 

approached Reddish 

South the station looked 

fantastic and quite a few 

members had turned out 

to greet us. The train only 

stopped for a few mo-

ments to give Dave & my-

self time to jump off and 

the passengers time to 

take photos of our mural 

and schools artwork. 

It’s a big thank you to all 

concerned at the Branch 

Line Society & Northern 

for inviting us and allowing 

the stop at our station.  

We look forward to their 

tour in July that may use 

o u r  l i n e  a g a i n .                     

Report by Dot Ashworth 

Some of the Friends were 

invited to Tea with the 

Mayor recently. Cllr. Andy 

Verdeille and his May-

oress Cleo Cundall  

warmly welcomed us all 

and Andy was generous in 

his praise for the group 

and their campaign work, 

the refurbishment of the 

station and events in the 

community. 

We were absolutely de-

lighted by the invitation 

and a very lovely time was 

had by all! We thank the 

Mayor & Mayoress for 

such a good evening. 

Branch Line Society ‘The Northern Tracker’ March 6th 2016 

Friends are invited to Tea with the Mayor & Mayoress 

Cllr  Andy Verdeille 

and his Mayoress 

Cleo Cundall, 

warmly welcomed  

us all and Andy  

was generous in 

his praise for the 

group and their 

campaign work, 

the refurbishment 

of the station and 

events in the 

community. 
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The Friends of Reddish South Station 

Pictured left:                   

The Northern tracker arriv-

ing at Reddish South     

Station and far left Dot & 

Dave safely disembarked

( pictures Noel Henry) 

Pictured left to right, front to back: The Mayor & May-

oress, Friends Maureen, Walter, Yvonne, Dave, Dave, Dot, 

Kim, Alan, Margaret, Terry, Len, Tom & Noel.  

Cllr. Verdeille retires 

at the end of his year 

as Mayor and is pic-

tured with Yvonne 

Guariento, who is 

standing as the new 

Labour  candidate for 

Reddish South 



 

Page 3 Volume 8 Issue 1 

Announcements & thanks 

Congratulations!                                                                              

to Friends Sue Harris & Keith Chapman who announced their engage-

ment at the beginning of the year 

Congratulations!                                

to Friends Maureen & Walter who are celebrating the arrival of their 

new granddaughter born on 27th April. 

We are sad to announce the passing away of Friend Stan Prescott during Easter this year. Stan was a well 

known local character and he will be missed by those who knew him in Reddish. 

Many Thanks                                                                                                                                                                

go to Robin & Kay Mills, son & daughter in law of James Augustine Mills who passed away in January 2016. 

He was a well-known model-maker and rail enthusiast, who, amongst other things made beautifully detailed 

dolls houses for charitable causes. He made a scale model of Stockport Town Hall for the millennium—

presently on display in Vernon Museum. Robin & Kay have generously donated his railway books, maga-

zines and models to FORSS (and he was an avid collector with wide ranging interests). The Friends are most 

grateful for their generosity. 

A new  Campaign Supporter We are grateful for the support of                               

Julian Wadden & Co   Estate Agents , Gorton Road, Reddish for our campaign to bring regular passenger 

services to Reddish South Station. Thanks to Andrew & the Team. 

Sunday 1st May 2016: Channel 4  at 8pm ‘Paul Merton’s Secret Stations’ Reddish South 

& Denton Stations are featured in Episode 3 (15/5/16) but looks a good series. Repeated 

Wednesdays on More4. Do try & catch the Radio Times this week too (7-13th May) 

Saturday 11th June 2016:  Time to be confirmed  Station –to -Station Event to celebrate the Official 90th Birth-

day of the Queen. Come and enjoy a complimentary cream tea on the platform.  Entertainment by Ged & Phil. 

Saturday 9th July 2016: Retrorailtour –picking up and dropping off at Reddish South Station!! Trip to either Lon-

don (disembarking at Clapham Station) £69—or Canterbury £79. 10% discount for parties of 8 or more. Details will 

follow or see the website.  Its a long day but always a good one. Hope you can join us. Trip description & booking form 

attached 

Sunday  31st July 2016: Charity & Fun Day at Stockport Station 10am-4pm FORSS will be having a stand –Come 

and see us and enjoy the day. 

Friday 30th September 2016: ‘The Biggest Coffee Morning in the World’ for Macmillan Cancer Support 10am-

12 noon. 



The regular passenger service from Stockport to Stalybridge via Reddish South & Denton 

Stations was replaced in 1991 by a single weekly ‘Parliamentary’ train (one way only to 

Stalybridge). The Friends of Reddish South Station was inaugurated in 2007 after it was 

feared that the station would be closed altogether. Our dual aims were to restore the sta-

tion platform to something like its former prize-winning glory (see before and after pic-

tures ), and campaign for a full reinstatement of regular rail passenger services. 

Alan Jones formed the Friends of Denton Station in 2010 (our sister station up the line) 

and together we campaign for the reintroduction of a regular passenger service from 

Stockport to Manchester Victoria; not only for the benefit of Denton & Reddish residents 

but to revolutionize connectivity between north, south & east Manchester in conjunction 

with the Ordsall Chord, (but at a fraction of the cost!), and, of course, ready now!  ‘Our’ line 

remains the only one that runs into Manchester Victoria from the south of the city. We  

continue to campaign for a service to the new franchise holder, Arriva, to include a regular 

service as soon as it is possible. 

To raise awareness of our campaign we arrange very popular regular breakfast folk trains 

to Stalybridge and the lovely Caz and staff at the buffet bar open up early just for us!  

Retrorailtours now make our station a scheduled stop (going AND coming back!) on their 

regular rail excursions whenever it is possible—and we always have a really good time. 

Ged, Phil & Michael (Michael writes his own songs too) provide the entertainment on the 

folk trains (and we usually can drag them on the excursions with the promise of a free 

pint) and we can be joined by guest artistes who usually hear we are on our way and join 

us. 

We work with Arts for Recovery in the Community (ARC) on community art projects and 

have appreciated Jacqui & the team’s advice and support since 2011 and our first pro-

ject.  

There is an annual coffee morning on the station platform to raise funds for Macmillan 

Cancer Care as part of the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning and we also contribute to the 

annual Reddfest day in June for local arts. 

We are fortunate to have the full support of Tameside & Stockport Councils, Heatons & 

Reddish Area Committee (who have been fantastic) the Manchester Chamber of Com-

merce, Stephen Forde, (Transport for Stockport Council) local businesses Broadstone Mill 

and, recently, Julian Wadden & Co, and from Denton ‘First Aid for All’ Training Centre. Our 

MP, Andrew Gwynne, deserves special thanks as, without his tireless efforts on our behalf 

we wouldn’t have got this far.  

If you are interested tell family & friends and COME & JOIN US! For the princely sum of 

£2.50 you will be informed & entertained, and perhaps a bit nearer being able to jump on 

a train to Manchester Victoria from your local station. 

May our FORSS be with you! 

Youtube:  http://youtu.be/8YnZFvar0pg         http://www.youtube.com/user/RBFSK5 

BBC feature: www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-18644343 

 

 

 

From top: 1991, 2009, 2010, 2012, 

2013/15 

Meet the team: 
 

Friends of Reddish South Station: 
 
 

Chair: Tom Grundy 
 
 

Vice Chair: Martin Wystyrk 
 
 

Treasurer: Dot Ashworth 
 
 

Secretary: Kim Burrows 
 
 

Technical Committee Chair: Noel Henry 
 
 

Membership Secretary: Alan Burrows 

 

Website Manager: Dave Ashworth 

 

Website: 

friendsofreddishsouthstation.co.uk 

Contact secretary:forss1@ntlworld.com 

Or phone 0161 292 8311 

http://youtu.be/8YnZFvar0pg

