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Travelman says  “Enjoy the Sun, 
when it comes.”
 
NEW TRAVEL LOG CYCLE RIDE
 
In honour of the opening of the new section of the Egrets Way I have created as new cycle ride called 
“Egrets Way, Peacehaven Plotlands and the Seaside”, using two parts of the Way. 
 
It starts at either Lewes or Southease Stations.  If you chose the latter then the route is nearly all off 
road.  The route is almost all well surfaced, so is suitable for town or touring bikes.
 
Apart from the new Egrets Way sections, the ride takes a scenic route through the rural parts of 
Peacehaven, before cruising along the undercliff to Brighton.
 
There is also a visit to my favourite tapas bar at Saltdean.  It’s about 15 miles.
 
 
Full details here
 
 

FAB WALKS FOR WHEN THE SUN COMES 
OUT
 
Here are some recommended walks for June:
 
To Littlehampton!
A countryside and seaside adventure for adults and energetic children with varied things to see and do. - 
and some reminders about why we need to fight for a coastal path. The walk can be shortened from its 



full length of about 6 and a half miles.
 
On the trail of the Daddy Longlegs
 3.8miles 6.1km. This ramble follows the course of the famous railway that ran from Brighton to 
Rottindean in the sea. The daddy longlegs ran on twin tracks, 18ft apart. Mostly level and wheelchair 
accessible with a couple of steep slopes.
 
Newhaven Panorama
Fishing boats, a historic fort, cliff walks, sea views, wildflowers plants, downland views, secret woodland, 
an historic village and a giant cockroach. This walk round Newhaven's harbour and surrounding 
countryside has it all. 6.5 miles
 
Away from it all in Hooe
The walk starts and ends at Normans Bay station. Seaside, marshland, biodiversity, big sky and 
panoramic views, tranquil farmland, gentle hills, a lost village, a hidden church, a nearly forgotten prison, 
smugglers trails – a walk of contrasts where you are likely to have the walk to yourselves.  An opportunity 
for a drink or a swim at the end. 10km/ 6.5 miles
 

DAYSAVE TICKETS
 
In an apparent attempt to continue to extract every last penny from passengers, Southern has withdrawn 
its Peak and Weekly daysave tickets with effect from 15th May http://www.southernrailway.com/tickets-
and-fares/ticket-types/daysave/  As of 18th May there was no news about when off peak day daysave 
tickets would be available on line. The web site suggests you buy them at the tourist office, but they 
should be available on the day from the station at a cheaper price.
 

MORE SOUTHERN MEANESS
 
Elizabeth Green reports that there are apparently various changes to minor easements with the new 
timetable including the one which let you get the 8.58 to Brighton on an off peak ticket - now you'll need 
to get the 9.07 (or the 9.13 for intermediate stations).  Only a little later but presumably will make a 
difference for some people who start work at 9.30
 
These easements are exceptions to the general rules (in this case that cheap tickets can only be bought 
for trains leaving after 9am.)
 
Do let Travelman know of any others that you discover.
 

LITTLE BUS TIMETABLES DISAPPEAR
 
Lewes tourist office tells us:
 
“In the last week we have had in both Seaford and Lewes TICs (and I believe in Eastbourne) countless 
people asking for the 28/29 mini timetable. If you are in touch with B&H buses please could you pass on 
the fact that this and timetable for the 12/13 buses is in demand. We are all hoping they will see the error 
of their ways and decide to continue to produce these useful timetables.
 
They will almost certainly end up producing more of the costly A4 timetable books which will find their 
way into the recycling when people have torn the relevant page out to carry in their wallet or purse.”
 
 
 

LONDON TO BRIGHTON BIKE RIDE
For those of you in a Brexit state of mind who do not feel like visiting Foreign parts, I have amended the 



London to Paris Bike ride so that you can finish up in Brighton.
 
The London to Brighton via Lewes ride can be found here  It is a lot more scenic and enjoyable than the 
route used by the mass London to Brighton bike ride.
 
June is, of course, the time for the huge British Heart Foundation London to Brighton Bike ride on the 
19th.  Expect Southern to ban bikes on trains for some or all of the weekend.  Their route is designed to 
accommodation a large number of cyclists, whereas the Travel Log route is more relaxed and does not 
involved trying to cycle up Ditchling Beacon.

 

BIKE HELMETS OR NOT
 
Travelman, who has an aversion to cycle helmets shared with Norman Baker and Boris Johnson, has just 
noted that Cycle Seahaven insist that you wear one on their rides.  Don’t they know it doesn’t go with 
Tweed!
 
The evidence on cycle helmets is mixed.  The CTC (Cycle UK) has some interesting information here
 
Travelman believes that cycling is an activity that you ought to be able to do in ordinary clothes, without 
resorting to skin tight stuff that shows off the less pert bits of your figure, shoes that you cannot walk on 
or funning things on your head, although in Travelman’s case “normal” may encompass plus fours, a 
tweed jacket and a cloth cap.
 

28 and 29 BUS IMPROVEMENTS 
THWARTED?
 
Brighton Buswatch reports:
 
“Refurbished four year old buses are replacing nine year old double deckers on Brighton & Hove 
Regency routes 28 & 29 to Lewes, Ringmer, Uckfield and Tunbridge Wells. They have free WiFi and are 
clearly identified by their striking gold and purple colours which should be a big improvement, especially 
for longer distance passengers. We just hope the staff at Lewes Road bus garage can be instructed to 
allocate them to the correct routes, as they’ve already wandered onto city services 18 & 49.”
 

EAST SUSSEX COUNTRY PARKS TO BE 
SOLD OFF?  RIGHTS OF WAY WORK TO BE 
PRIVATISED?
This is my attempt to drag out the important stuff from all the flannel in the East Sussex Council 
 countryside access proposals.  As usual there is a consultation on this.
 
RIGHTS OF WAY TEAM PROPOSALS
 
It is proposed to keep rights of way management “in house” but to consider contracting out some actual 
work (such as maintenance)
 
Although the prospect of contracting out maintenance is poo-poohed in the reports to the scrutiny board,  
the loss of the highly efficient in house maintenance team would be a blow.
 
COUNTRYSIDE SITES
 
To transfer and/or management of countryside sites to “those more experienced in community 
involvement, conservation and visitor engagement”. “The choice of recipient and governance model will 



be determined on a site by site basis reflective of such considerations as the statutory environmental 
designation. Initial engagement with interested parties will commence at the end of April 2016 and 
information gathered though this process will, along with the consultation responses, be used to inform 
the final strategy”.  Appendix 3 says that the transfer could be to a private company, charity or another 
council.  However appendix 4 suggests that management by a private company or partnership with 
another council would not be viable unless the site was sold.  It is not intended to sell sites by open 
market tender.
 
These proposals apply to Camber Sand Dunes/Johnson’s Field, Chailey Common Local Nature Reserve, 
Ditchling Common Country Park, Ouse Estuary Nature Reserve, Newhaven, Riverside Park, Newhaven, 
Seven Sisters Country Park, Shinewater Park, Weir Wood Local Nature Reserve.
 
They will not apply to the linear parks- the Cuckoo Trail or the Forest Way
 
It might be possible that some sites, such as Camber sands and Seven Sisters could fall into dodgy 
hands.  No doubt Sussex Wild Life Trust would like to be given some of these sites, but are they really  
capable of managing them?
 
In some cases there is no right of access to these sites, other than on rights of way, and access could be 
lost.
 
MAKING MONEY FROM RIGHTS OF WAY DIVERSIONS
 
“Improve the processing of landowner diversions to raise more income and create more capacity within 
the Public Rights of Way and Countryside Team” “We will have set an improved fee and charges 
structure and employed additional capacity by spring 2017.”
 
It looks very much like ESCC wants to set fees to landowners at a level where they can made a profit.  
They will then encourage landowners to apply.  Although a number of landowners will be put off by the 
fees, there could be far more diversion requests.
 
VOLUNTEERS
 
“Work with the partners who excel at working with volunteers, visitors and the wider community. This will 
improve both the involvement and experience of volunteers, and help ensure PRoW and countryside 
sites are developed to provide the best possible offer for residents in the community and visitors. 
Additionally, increased engagement will protect the PRoW and countryside sites in the longer term. We 
will have identified partners and put arrangements in place by summer 2018.”
 
What does this mean?  We know that the ROW team finds it very difficult to work with groups like the 
Ramblers and has a hot/cold approach to volunteers doing path maintenance.  Is it just an excuse to 
transfer management of countryside sites to others?
 
A USEFUL QUOTE ABOUT TOURISM
 
“Tourism is valued at £1.35bn in East Sussex, and accounts for 22,483 jobs. Whilst not easily measured, 
it is estimated that he countryside accounts for roughly 10% of tourist related business, i.e. £134m and 
2,250 jobs. However the link between this and the PRoW network and CS is difficult to assess.”
 
PUTTING UP PARKING CHARGES
 
The  council wants “to maximise the income generated to  support  the Council’s duties in relation to 
PRoW and  CS; in  particular, by  reviewing parking charges”  They are to increase by 16.9%
 
It is not clear how this will help if sites are sold off.
 
 
SUMMARY
 
There is a consultation, because the council is legally obliged to do this.  You can find it here  You must 
reply by 29th July
 



You can find the full proposals here     
 
 
 
GOT SOMETHING THAT OTHER PEOPLE OUGHT TO KNOW ABOUT?
 
Send it to me at travelman@travelloglewes.co.uk  Deadline for each issue is the 25th of the month 
before.
 
SUBSCRIBING AND UNSUBSCRIBING
Spread the word – please forward this newsletter to anyone you think might like it.
 
If you would like to get your own copy of the newsletter each month visit www.travelloglewes.co.uk and 
sign up using the form on the home page
 
Left the area?  Bought a Hummer?  Mailbox too full?.  Unsubscribe using the link at the bottom of this 
newsletter.
 
FACEBOOK
The Travel Log Facebook page is now at https://www.facebook.com/travelloglewes. It will be used for 
latest updates between newsletters.  So if you visit the page and “like” it you will get updates
 
TWITTER
For even more updates you can follow Travel Log at @travelloglewes
 


