
349 Sunday Bus – latest (good!) news (A message from Campaign for Better Transport 
East Sussex): 
 
The Sunday bus linking Hastings – Sedlescombe – Staplecross – Bodiam – Sandhurst – 
Hawkhurst and Cranbrook will continue to run ‘through to the end of September’. This good 
news was confirmed last week by Stagecoach. 
 
The ‘summer’ Sunday service re-started in March 2017 after a gap of three years and the 
passenger numbers through last summer were ‘encouraging’.  
 
A much longer period had elapsed since the last winter service ran.To the credit of all parties, 
following last summer’s service reintroduction, the 349 has run right through this winter (as I 
write, temperatures have dived from spring levels in mid February to sub-arctic conditions as 
we reach March!). Users have been hugely grateful. 
 
Passengers on the Sunday bus have included individuals and small groups of all ages, 
making journeys for a whole range of purposes: going to work, for walks, lunches, to visitor 
attractions, church, visiting friends and families – with a good sprinkling of domestic and 
international tourists. There are clearly ‘two way flows’ – both within the urban area of 
Hastings, and to, from and within the country areas right to the High Weald villages and towns 
of East Sussex and Kent. In all seasons, there were some passengers who took advantage of 
the connection in Cranbrook with Arriva service 5 to travel on towards Maidstone. 
 
The numbers of trips taken evidence the usefulness of the route to many, especially those 
who do not or cannot drive. 
 
Clearly, the main attractor on the route is Bodiam Castle (National Trust), while Bodiam 
station on the Kent and East Sussex Steam Railway is also a draw: these two between them 
attract around 300,000 visitors a year. The most popular day for castle visits? Sunday.  
 
The prospect of another summer where the bus can play a key role in providing safe access 
for many rural and urban residents, visitors, domestic and foreign tourists to town, country, 
and for leisure and educational pursuits is worth celebrating.  
 
There’s work to be done though: publicity is very patchy or non-existent in some key ‘tourism’ 
publications. I hope all parties to the 349 restoration will shout loudly about the opportunities it 
creates and the freedom it brings. There’s no better way to enjoy days in the High Weald 
ridges and valleys, or the many attractions of Hastings and St Leonards – and the seaside, 
without adding to the traffic!    
 
The local bus service (local is a bit of a misnomer where some routes traverse considerable 
distances) is hardly mentioned. Telling visitors, holidaymakers and other groups of the 
wonderful places and exciting events that can be reached by bus could make some of the 
more lightly used services secure and thrive – or even lead to resurrection of lost routes and 
completely new ones. We’ll be talking to organisations and authorities about some of the 
missed opportunities to make sure that the bus takes its rightful place as part of a better 
transport future. 
 
Thanks to all  (in alphabetical order and including the great drivers): 
Campaign for Better Transport, East Sussex – East Sussex County Council – Hawkhurst 
Transport Access Group – Kent County Council – National Trust Bodiam – Nigel Harvey 
Bequest – Parish Councils: Bodiam, Sandhurst, Sedlescombe - Rother Transport Action 
Group – Rother Voluntary Action -  Stagecoach South East – 1066 Marketing.       PRESS 
RELEASE TO FOLLOW 


