
 
Tom, Noel & Kim were de-

lighted to join the Friends 

of Denton Station and An-

drew Gwynne to meet Andy 

Burnham to discuss the 

future of ‘our’ line and pos-

sibility of regular passenger 

services. Also present were 

members of TfGM and a 

representative of Rail 

North. 

Andrew, as ever was very 

vocal on our behalf, pre-

sented our case superbly 

and was very knowledge-

able in dealing with ques-

tions. 

Mayor Andy Burnham was 

very supportive of our 

campaign and said he was 

very sympathetic to our 

public transport difficulties. 

He encouraged the rail 

representatives to work on 

trying to reinstate services 

and to meet up again later 

this year. He asked TfGM to 

keep the Friends Groups 

involved and informed. 

F O R S S  m e e t i n g  w i t h  M e t ro -

M a yo r  A n d y  B u r n h a m  i n  

J a n u a r y   

Welcome to the 1st 

newsletter of 2018. 

Although it is a little 

lighter than usual, 

it does contain im-

portant campaign 

news and a tribute 

to a Friend life 

member. 

Also, we were very 

upset when the 

plaque on the sta-

tion platform, in 

honour of James 

Mills, was vandal-

ized late last year. 

We had hoped to 

save the family 

some distress but 

were not able to get 

a replacement up 

quickly enough to 

avoid them having 

to be informed. 

However it has now 

been replaced and 

we are hoping that  

the perpetrators of 

the vandalism will  

now leave it alone. 
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Pictured above from left to right: representative of Rail North, Caroline Whittam 

(TfGM), Kim, Noel, Andrew Gwynne MP, Ray (Friends of Denton), Andy Burnham, 

Tom, Anne (Friends of Denton) also present was a camera shy Bob Morris (TfGM) 
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SEMcrp met in February 

this year with representa-

tives from Rose Hill, Marple, 

Hattersley, Glossop, Whaley 

Bridge, Romiley, Denton 

and Reddish South Stations 

plus Stephen Forde, Vicki 

from Northern  and chair of 

the group Craig Wright. 

Vicki reported that the time-

table changes scheduled 

for May will now be delayed 

due to a delay in the electri-

fication of the line from 

Manchester to Preston. This 

means that the diesel 

trains that would have 

been freed up by the instal-

lation of the electrified line 

to use in other parts of the 

Northern network, won’t be 

available. This also means 

that our one train a week 

will not be changing to Sat-

urday from May 26th and 

will be on Fridays for a little 

while longer. 

Craig Wright congratulated 

those who had been hon-

oured in the Cheshire Best 

Kept Stations Awards, in-

cluding Friends of Reddish 

South Station who got a 

highly commended certifi-

cate for a new award in 

memory of a long-serving 

member of CBKS commit-

tee. 

Hattersley Station won the 

Best Kept Station major 

award which is justly de-

served, given their prob-

lems with tipping and losing 

some of their garden in re-

cent years.  

Friday 30th March 2018—The final Good Friday Folk Train 

Listen to Ged, Phil and guests on the train from Stockport to Stalybridge and then in 

the genial surroundings of Stalybridge Buffet Bar where you can get tea, coffee or 

something stronger with your bacon or sausage butty, Thanks to Caz and staff for 

giving up a Bank Holiday lie-in to open up early for us. This will be the last Good Fri-

day Folk train  as ‘our’ train will be moving to Saturday at some point this year. 

Saturday 5th May 2018—Stockport Station Fun Day  

We’re having a stand, and we are promised the arrival of a steam loco—come and 

say hello. 

Saturday May 26th 2018—Retro Rail Tour excursion train to Bath And Salisbury 

Tickets are going fast for this opportunity to be picked up and dropped off at Reddish South Station and have a lovely day 

out. Contact Dave Ashworth davdot@sky.com for 10% discount as part of a group booking. Dave has advised he will be 

booking the tickets on 3rd April. This offer is open to members and family/friends. If you are booking without the discount 

please mention Friends of Reddish South Station. 

Sunday 10th June 2018 June Reddfest  

We’ll be on the station taking part in the event. We’re not exactly sure what we are doing this year but it will probably in-

volve cake and tea! 

Thursday 14th June—Branch Line Society 

Dot & Kim have been invited to ride the train between Manchester & Reddish to give out campaign leaflets—times to be 

confirmed.  

Sunday 3rd November 2018 

Planned Memorial tribute to mark the end of WW1 and to the railway staff who fought and those who stayed and worked—

transporting troops to and from the front line. More details to follow. We will be involving local Cub & Beaver scout groups. 

S o u t h  E a s t  M a n c h e s t e r  C o m m u n i t y  R a i l  P a r t n e r s h i p  m e e t i n g  
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There were also requests 

for the groups to contrib-

ute any leaflets with inter-

esting walks around sta-

tions or from one station 

to another. 

If anyone is interested 

Noel has put together a an 

interesting walk from 

Denton Station back to 

Reddish to Reddish Vale 

and beyond into Stock-

port. 



course the original 

‘Flying Scotsman’ 

nameplate which fea-

tured in the Railway 

Special Antiques Road-

show-’The Golden Age 

of Travel’ - last year (as 

did Graham!). 

Graham built up an 

impressive railway col-

lection and enjoyed the 

cut and thrust of auc-

tions all over the coun-

try. He had great drive 

and energy and was 

also a great organizer 

and communicator. He 

was as happy in a 

boiler suit in an engine 

shed as enjoying after-

noon tea at the Mid-

land. 

When Graham retired 

in 2000 he, with some  

friends, went to Nairobi 

and restored a Garratt 

locomotive and ran a 

trip to Mombasa. In 

2016 he went to Zim-

babwe to ride behind 

one of his favourite 

Garratt Locos—a dream 

come true. 

When Graham re-

turned to live in Stock-

port he joined the Man-

chester Locomotive 

Society, and of course 

the Friends of Reddish 

South Station. 

When diagnosed with 

cancer his spirit and 

determination was 

amazing. He endured 

the operation and 

treatment with forti-

tude and he only really 

slowed down towards 

It was with great sad-

ness we reported that 

Graham had passed 

away late last year. 

Graham was a life 

member and an active 

participant in FORSS 

activities. 

We are grateful to Gra-

hams step-daughter for 

allowing us to ‘borrow’ 

from her moving trib-

ute to Graham at his 

funeral last December. 

Graham was born in 

1945 and following a 

happy childhood went 

into engineering then 

erecting signs on busi-

nesses all over the UK. 

After joining a car club, 

he eventually ran his 

own, ‘Rainy City Cruis-

ers’ and contacts from 

this club led to the an-

nual Rod & Custom 

Show at Belle Vue. The 

highlight was when 

Dave Lee Travis hosted 

a Radio 1 roadshow at 

the event and 85,000 

people attended over a 

Bank Holiday weekend. 

After moving to Poole, 

Dorset, Graham set up 

in business with a part-

ner and built replica 

GT40 cars mainly for 

export to the USA.  In 

1992 he joined Wim-

bourne Railway Club , 

and a little later the 

Namep la te  C lub .  

Those of us who knew 

him knew of his exten-

sive collection of Rail-

way nameplates and 

artefacts, including of 

the very end of his life. 

The Friends knew him 

as a true enthusiast 

and a knowledgeable  

support to our group. 

He remained stoic and 

optimistic to the end 

with the constant and 

unstinting support and 

care of Mary and fam-

ily. 

We have many fond 

memories of Graham 

at the Friends’ events, 

he was enthusiastic 

and generous with his 

time  and a friend in 

every sense. 

We will be discussing a 

tribute to Graham for 

later this year. 

He will be much 

missed by those who 

knew him. 
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Pictured above Graham and new 

wife Mary in 2017 

Below: Graham & Mary on the sta-

tion platform  in 2016 

Below with organiser Niki Abnett at 

Stockport  Station Fun Day 



The philosophy bit 

 

                          

The regular passenger service from Stockport to Stalybridge via Reddish South & Denton 

Stations was replaced in 1991 by a single weekly ‘Parliamentary’ train (one way only to 

Stalybridge).  

The Friends of Reddish South Station was inaugurated in 2007 after it was feared that 

the station would be closed altogether. Our dual aims were to restore the station plat-

form to something like its former prize-winning glory (see before and after pictures ), and 

campaign for a full reinstatement of regular rail passenger services. 

Alan Jones formed the Friends of Denton Station in 2010 (our sister station up the line) 

and together we campaign for the reintroduction of a regular passenger service from 

Stockport to Manchester Victoria; not only for the benefit of Denton & Reddish residents 

but to revolutionize connectivity between north, south & east Manchester in conjunction 

with the Ordsall Chord, (but at a fraction of the cost!), and, of course, ready now!  ‘Our’ 

line remains the only one that runs into Manchester Victoria from the south of the city.  

We will continue to campaign for a service with Northern Rail, Transport for Greater Man-

chester, and Network Rail. 

To raise awareness of our campaign we arrange very popular regular breakfast folk 

trains to Stalybridge and the lovely Caz and staff at the buffet bar open up early just for 

us!  

We have also been able to persuade Retrorailtours to make our station a scheduled stop 

(going AND coming back!) on their regular rail excursions whenever it is possible—and we 

always have a really good time.  

Ged, Phil & Michael (Michael writes his own songs too) provide the entertainment on the 

folk trains (and we usually can drag them on the excursions with the promise of a free 

pint) and we can be joined by guest artistes who usually hear we are on our way and join 

us. This year we have been joined by Ryland & Penny. 

We work with Arts for Recovery in the Community (ARC) on community art projects and 

have appreciated Jacqui & the team’s advice and support since 2011 and our first pro-

ject.  

We have an annual coffee morning on the station platform to raise funds for Macmillan 

Cancer Care as part of the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning and contribute to the annual 

Reddfest day in June for local arts. 

In 2016 our Dot & Dave made it onto TV in ‘Paul Merton’s Secret Stations’ 

For our 10th Anniversary we have had our mural completely refurbished and it looks 

brand new. 

We are fortunate to have the full support of Tameside & Stockport Councils, Heatons & 

Reddish Area Committee (who have been fantastic) the Manchester Chamber of Com-

merce, Stephen Forde, (Transport  Policy Officer for Stockport Council) local businesses 

Broadstone Mill, de Trafford estates, The Plaza Theatre, No 26 Hair & Beauty Salon and 

Julian Wadden & Co, and from Denton, First Aid for All Training Centre.  

Our MP, Andrew Gwynne, deserves special thanks as, without his tireless efforts on our 

behalf we wouldn’t have got this far.  

If you are interested —COME & JOIN US! For the princely sum of £2.50 you will be in-

formed & entertained, and perhaps a bit nearer being able to jump on a train to Man-

chester Victoria from your local station. 

May our FORSS be with you! 

Youtube:  http://youtu.be/8YnZFvar0pg         http://www.youtube.com/user/RBFSK5 

BBC feature: www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-18644343 

The Philosophy bit: 
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