
 
 
Rt Hon Nicky Morgan MP 
Secretary of State for Education 
Sanctuary Buildings 
20 Great Smith Street 
London SW1P 3BT 
 13th July 2016 
Dear Secretary of State  
 
School and college transport cuts and charges 
 
We're writing to you to express our concern about the cuts that have been made in recent 
years to school and college transport. 
The recent report School Transport Matters, based a survey of local authorities undertaken 
by school transport consultant Sian Thornthwaite of STC, found that: 

 80% of local authorities have reduced the school and college transport they offer 
since 2010 

 300,000 children and 50,000 young people have lost their transport to school or 
college since 2008 

 Two thirds of local authorities no longer provide free transport to school or college 
for 16-18 year olds 

 This is resulting in an estimated 100m extra car journeys every year, generating extra 
pollution and congestion 

The impact of these cuts on families, and on young people’s learning, has been 
considerable, especially for those in rural areas. Some pupils face long walks to and from 
school, sometimes on dark and unsafe roads. We have also heard from parents considering 
giving up their job if school transport is cut, in order to drive their children to school and 
back. Children and young people with special educational needs, who are not always able to 



travel independently, have also been disproportionately affected by the reductions to 
school transport. 
The effect of transport cuts has been particularly harsh for young people aged 16-18. With 
the increasing specialisation of colleges and the rise of apprenticeships, young people are 
often expected to travel long distances to reach training or education. Yet with over 2,400 
bus routes withdrawn or reduced since 2010, it’s become increasingly difficult for young 
people to be able to travel to the course or college of their choice. Even where transport is 
available it is often unaffordable and charges are rising. A survey of further education 
students carried out by the National Union of Students last year found that 51% of those 
surveyed were not always able to afford travel to college or training. Some 16-18 year olds, 
faced with large bills for travelling to their college of choice at the same time as Education 
Maintenance Allowance (EMA) has been cut, have had to curtail their ambitions as they 
simply can't afford the fares to travel to their preferred course. Others have simply dropped 
out.  
With the rise in the compulsory participation age to 18, the legislation requiring the 
provision of free school transport to eligible pupils up to the age of 16 is now out of date. 
We believe it is right for the statutory eligibility for free school or college transport to be 
extended up to the age of 18. This measure would go a long way in enabling more young 
people to stay in education and training, and pursue their ambitions.  
Furthermore, we believe that the Bus Services Bill, currently being debated in Parliament, 
provides an opportunity for the Government to commit to publishing a Bus and Coach 
Investment Strategy, including a strategy for the future of school and college transport. We 
urge you to support the introduction of such a strategy. The Government has published an 
investment strategy for rail, cycling, walking and roads, but although more bus journeys are 
made than journeys on any other mode of public transport, there is no joined-up strategy to 
safeguard the future of this crucial transport mode. 
Reductions in school and college transport are damaging to young people’s education, life 
chances and job opportunities especially in rural areas. In the absence of ringfenced funding 
for access to education, local authorities are being forced to cut back transport – but we 
know when free transport to school is available as in London, children’s safety and 
educational attainment is improved, while car use is discouraged. Please let us know what 
you will do to protect school and college transport, so that children and young people can 
access education easily and affordably.  
Please note that we have also written to Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin, Secretary of State for 
Transport, on this issue. 



We look forward to hearing from you and would welcome the opportunity to discuss this 
issue further. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Stephen Joseph, Chief Executive, Campaign for Better Transport,  
Kathy Evans, Chief Executive, Children England, 
Alison Garnham, Chief Executive, Child Poverty Action Group 
Dr Adam Boddison, Chief Executive, NASEN (National Association for Special Educational 
Needs) 
Mary Bousted, General Secretary, ATL 
Dave Prentis, General Secretary, Unison 
Kevin Courtney, Acting General Secretary, National Union of Teachers 
John Widdowson, President, Association of Colleges 
Malia Bouattia, President, NUS 
Dawn Badminton Capps, Director, Bus Users UK 
Ade Sofola, Strategic manager, 4in10 
Liz Emerson, Co-Founder, Intergenerational Foundation  
Graham Biggs, Chief Executive, Rural Services Network 
  



 
 
Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin MP 
Secretary of State for Transport 
Great Minster House 
33 Horseferry Rd 
London SW1P 4DR 
 13th July 2016 
 
  
Dear Secretary of State  
School and college transport cuts and charges 
We're writing to you to express our concern about the cuts that have been made in recent 
years to school and college transport. 
The recent report School Transport Matters, based a survey of local authorities undertaken 
by school transport consultant Sian Thornthwaite of STC, found that: 

 80% of local authorities have reduced the school and college transport they offer 
since 2010 

 300,000 children and 50,000 young people have lost their transport to school or 
college since 2008 

 Two thirds of local authorities no longer provide free transport to school or college 
for 16-18 year olds 

 This is resulting in an estimated 100m extra car journeys every year, generating extra 
pollution and congestion 

The impact of these cuts on families, and on young people’s learning, has been 
considerable, especially for those in rural areas. Some pupils face long walks to and from 
school, sometimes on dark and unsafe roads. We have also heard from parents considering 
giving up their job if school transport is cut, in order to drive their children to school and 
back. Children and young people with special educational needs, who are not always able to 



travel independently, have also been disproportionately affected by the reductions to 
school transport. 
The effect of transport cuts has been particularly harsh for young people aged 16-18. With 
the increasing specialisation of colleges and the rise of apprenticeships, young people are 
often expected to travel long distances to reach training or education. Yet with over 2,400 
bus routes withdrawn or reduced since 2010, it’s become increasingly difficult for young 
people to be able to travel to the course or college of their choice. Even where transport is 
available it is often unaffordable and charges are rising. A survey of further education 
students carried out by the National Union of Students last year found that 51% of those 
surveyed were not always able to afford travel to college or training. Some 16-18 year olds, 
faced with large bills for travelling to their college of choice at the same time as Education 
Maintenance Allowance (EMA) has been cut, have had to curtail their ambitions as they 
simply can't afford the fares to travel to their preferred course. Others have simply dropped 
out.  
With the rise in the compulsory participation age to 18, the legislation requiring the 
provision of free school transport to eligible pupils up to the age of 16 is now out of date. 
We believe it is right for the statutory eligibility for free school or college transport to be 
extended up to the age of 18. This measure would go a long way in enabling more young 
people to stay in education and training, and pursue their ambitions.  
Furthermore, we believe that the Bus Services Bill, currently being debated in Parliament, 
provides an opportunity for the Government to commit to publishing a Bus and Coach 
Investment Strategy, including a strategy for the future of school and college transport. We 
urge you to support the introduction of such a strategy. The Government has published an 
investment strategy for rail, cycling, walking and roads, but although more bus journeys are 
made than journeys on any other mode of public transport, there is no joined-up strategy to 
safeguard the future of this crucial transport mode. 
Reductions in school and college transport are damaging to young people’s education, life 
chances and job opportunities especially in rural areas. In the absence of ringfenced funding 
for access to education, local authorities are being forced to cut back transport – but we 
know when free transport to school is available as in London, children’s safety and 
educational attainment is improved, while car use is discouraged. Please let us know what 
you will do to protect school and college transport, so that children and young people can 
access education easily and affordably.  
Please note that we have also written to Rt Hon Nicky Morgan, Secretary of State for 
Education, on this issue. 



We look forward to hearing from you and would welcome the opportunity to discuss this 
issue further. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Stephen Joseph, Chief Executive, Campaign for Better Transport,  
Kathy Evans, Chief Executive, Children England, 
Alison Garnham, Chief Executive, Child Poverty Action Group 
Dr Adam Boddison, Chief Executive, NASEN (National Association for Special Educational 
Needs) 
Mary Bousted, General Secretary, ATL 
Dave Prentis, General Secretary, Unison 
Kevin Courtney, Acting General Secretary, National Union of Teachers 
John Widdowson, President, Association of Colleges 
Malia Bouattia, President, NUS 
Dawn Badminton Capps, Director, Bus Users UK 
Ade Sofola, Strategic manager, 4in10 
Liz Emerson, Co-Founder, Intergenerational Foundation  
Graham Biggs, Chief Executive, Rural Services Network 
 
 
 
 


