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This was a busy year for bus campaigning, 
with local authorities continuing to cut bus 
services around the country, but we have 
had some successes. Most significantly, 
following our support for campaigners in 
Devon, the local authority scrapped its plans 
to make £1.7 million cuts to bus services. 

The Queen’s Speech announced a Bus Services 
Bill to be brought forward in the coming 
year, and we began working with partners 
to develop proposals to be included in it. We 
consulted with supporters about what they 
would like to see, receiving over 60 responses, 
and have started discussions with Ministers 
and officials to put our ideas forwards. This 
work continues into 2016-17, where we hope 
to see the Bill presented.

The Bus Service Operators Grant provides 
£345 million of public funding for bus services. 
With the Government’s autumn spending 
review looking for reductions in spending, we 
joined with the bus industry group Greener 
Journeys and the Urban Transport Group of 
city transport authorities to demonstrate 
to Ministers and MPs the value of buses 
to people. In the event our campaigning 
was successful and, despite the squeeze on 
spending, the grant was left untouched.

Our Annual Review is my opportunity to say 
thank you for your support over the last year. 
Be it financial donations or activity around one 
or more of our campaigns, we really couldn’t be 
successful without you.

On that note, we’re pleased to say that this year 
saw progress in our campaigning on a number 
of fronts. Our main campaigns, Save Our Buses, 
Fair Fares Now, Roads to Nowhere and Freight 
on Rail achieved successes that we are proud 
of, and our other campaigning also chalked up 
some real advances.

In rail, for example, our Fair Fares Now 
campaign was successful in getting the 
Government to end above-inflation fares rises 
for the railways, and our Right Track North 
campaign helped local authorities and local 
campaigners in the north of England in getting 
significant improvements to rail services there. 
We also saw progress on reopening rail lines 
and stations.

Our Save our Buses campaign also continued: 
we were successful, with others, in avoiding 
further cuts to central Government bus 
funding in the December spending review, and 
the Government committed in principle to 
introduce a Bus Services Bill to give councils 
more powers to improve bus services.  
We played a central role in bringing together 
organisations with an interest in buses to help 
shape the Bill.

We continued to make the case for local 
authorities to avoid cutting bus services and 
engaged with several council consultations 
on bus cuts. A bus cuts map was produced to 
highlight the losses nationally. We recognised 
that ultimately national policy change would 
be needed, through the promised Bus Services 
Bill and new forms of finance through Total 
Transport initiatives.

Martin Abrams, our previous Public Transport 
Campaigner, went on a Bus Rescue Mission 
in summer 2015. We raised £5,000 through 
a crowdfunding initiative to go and help 
local campaigners in six parts of the UK with 
tailored support and advice to fight bus cuts 
in their areas. We have helped found bus 
campaigns in Fleet and Shepton Mallet this 
year and are continuing to work with bus 
campaigners in a number of other areas. 

Our Roads to Nowhere campaign met with 
less success than others over the year. The 
Government continued to promote major road 
building and seemed less interested in looking 
at alternatives. However, we did see some more 
damaging ideas withdrawn, and we were also 
active in following up commitments to improve 
the environment and reduce the impacts of 
existing major roads.

You can read summaries of our campaigning 
work in the past year over the next few 
pages, and see a list of the year’s research / 
publications. This Annual Review also provides 
information to our supporters on how exactly 
we spent your money last year, and what we 
plan to do in the year ahead.

Thank you again for your support, I look forward 
to continuing to work with you in the coming 
year.

Best wishes,

Highlights from 
the Save Our Buses 
campaignDear supporters,

Chief Executive
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If you would like to talk to us directly 
about our ongoing work, please call  
the head office on 020 7566 6480  
or email info@bettertransport.org.uk

http://www.bettertransport.org.uk
mailto:info%40bettertransport.org.uk?subject=
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An update on our rail campaignsOur Roads to Nowhere campaigning
We have also supported local people 
fighting road schemes around the country. 
Successes were had where we helped groups 
in Chichester get a consultation on bypass 
options withdrawn, and options that would 
take a dual carriageway through the South 
Downs National Park were ruled out. We 
also co-ordinated the formation of a group of 
campaigners fighting the Mayor of London’s 
plans for new roads across the Thames, 
particularly at Silvertown.

There are a large number of road schemes 
being developed by local authorities and Local 
Enterprise Partnerships and we continued to 
monitor this during the year, including through 
a ‘LEPwatch’ programme which included data 
on spending and programmes on transport 
in England. We launched a new maps website 
with all the data on these transport schemes 
so that people can see what is happening in 
their area.

The reopening of the Borders Railway in 
Scotland provided inspiration for campaigns 
elsewhere and we continued to support plans 
for new and reopened railway lines and stations. 
In particular we helped the local authorities and 
the local MP promoting the reopening of the 
railway line to Wisbech in Cambridgeshire.

The Government announced various reviews 
on the railways, in particular a review of future 
rail funding and finance by Nicola Shaw. We 
contributed to this and urged supporters 
to respond to the review opposing further 
fragmentation and privatisation of the 
railways. In the event, the report ruled out 
further major structural change and instead 
promoted more devolution within Network 
Rail and better contacts between the rail 
industry and the wider world. 

Right Track North
Franchise awards, announced in December 
2015, saw commitments to replace or 
refurbish all the trains in the north of England 
and significantly increase service frequency 
and coverage, including more evening and 
Sunday services. We welcomed this as a step-
change in the provision of alternatives to car 
travel across the North and agreed to seek to 
work closely with the new Rail North body 
which will manage the franchises jointly with 
the Department for Transport.

We engaged at a national level on the Road 
Investment Strategy (RIS) and the new road 
planning institutions in England, including 
Highways England. 
 
We supported stakeholders on various 
feasibility studies, including those involved 
in the proposed Trans Pennine Tunnel, which 
if built would be the longest road tunnel in 
the world and would potentially have a very 
harmful impact on the Peak District National 
Park. We also sought to make progress with 
the various designated funds which (as a result 
of our previous work) formed part of the RIS. 
We saw these as important in making the case 
for ‘retrofitting’ existing roads to improve 
their position in the surrounding landscape 
and in improving biodiversity, reducing noise 
and pollution and also integration with other 
modes of transport.

We continued to fight the Government’s 
road building plans across the country, 
supporting local campaigners and lobbying 
the Government directly. There has been 
a lot of campaigning this year around 
motorway widening schemes, particularly the 
London-Reading section of the M4 where we 
encouraged people to register objections to 
the smart motorway scheme.

Fair Fares Now
With the Government committed at the 
May 2015 General Election to ending above 
inflation fares rises for this Parliament, our 
fares campaign changed its focus to securing 
a fairer deal for part-time workers this year. 

We received good media coverage promoting 
flexible ticketing and the rail minister, Claire 
Perry, responded to our calls. However, the 
Government abandoned its South East Flexible 
Ticketing Scheme in December 2015, despite 
having spent £37million on it, and invited the 
rail industry to implement flexible ticketing and 
smart cards. We expressed concern that this 
seemed to be going backwards. 

By contrast, Transport for the North started 
moves to implement smart ticketing for the 
North of England, and we worked closely with 
them in developing their plans. 

Rail strategy and spending
In June 2015, a number of rail projects were 
‘paused’ due to the underperformance of 
Network Rail. 

These projects were heavily concentrated in 
the north of England, where we had previously 
secured investment. At the same time, 
the Government was pushing major road 
schemes. We launched a campaign to urge the 
Chancellor to divert this wasteful money into 
much needed rail investment. Although road 
schemes were not halted, the rail schemes were 
‘un-paused’ and are mostly proceeding. 

www.bettertransportmaps.org.uk

“Working with local activists, 
together we can challenge 
individual schemes and advocate 
changes in national and sub-
national policy to end the wasteful 
damage that new roads are 
bringing to our communities and 
environment”. 
James MacColl, our Head of Campaigns

http://www.bettertransport.org.uk
http://www.bettertransportmaps.org.uk
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Transport, policy, practice 
We took the decision to bring together this 
strand of our work into a coherent thought 
leadership programme, Tracks, with the aim 
of researching and discussing longer term and 
bigger themes affecting transport, practice 
and policy. The first two themes were on 
financing public transport and on transport 
and development. On the financing theme, a 
research report from consultants Steer Davies 
Gleave was commissioned and a roundtable 
was organised to discuss it. As a spin off, 
a workshop on workplace parking levies 
was organised with a briefing prepared by 
Nottingham City Council on its levy scheme.

Air quality
The increasing medical evidence of the 
extent of damage to health caused by  
air pollution, most of it from road traffic, 
achieved a much greater profile over  
the year. This was partly because of the 
ruling by the Supreme Court in April 2015, 
on a case brought by the legal group Client 
Earth, requiring the Government to produce 
a strategy to reduce air pollution. Revelations 
about Volkswagen, and potentially other 
manufacturers, avoiding EU emissions 
standards by fitting ‘defeat devices’ also drove 
the issue. This was pursued by the European 
Federation of Transport & Environment,  
of which we are a member.

The London Mayoral election in May 2016 saw 
air pollution become one of the leading issues, 
which we assisted by teaming up with other 
groups through Green Alliance in a green 
manifesto and associated hustings. Several of 
the proposals for tackling air pollution in that 
manifesto were subsequently taken forward in 
manifestos from the candidates.

Freight on Rail
Freight on Rail continued to make the  
case for an increased role for railfreight.  
It commissioned research on two key issues – 
on the potential reductions in congestion on 
the strategic road network if railfreight were 
increased, and on the options for reducing 
pollution from road freight. It also continued 
to make the case against longer and heavier 
lorries, both in the UK and across the EU.

Freight on Rail also continued to work with 
other European bodies to make the case for 
setting emissions standards for CO2 from 
trucks and for limiting the introduction of 
megatrucks across Europe. 

Philippa Edmunds, our Freight on Rail Manager

“Rail freight could be overlooked 
and marginalised if we were 
not constantly highlighting 
its importance in reducing 
the adverse impacts of freight 
distribution in terms of road 
congestion, collisions, pollution 
and road damage. We continue 
to make the case for rail as an 
integral part of the supply chain”. 

www.cbtthoughtleadership.org.uk

*STOP PRESS* Partly as a result of this 
workshop, Cambridgeshire and other 
authorities were able to include a levy on 
workplace parking in Cambridge into their 
City Deal proposals.

Our work on air quality and freight

Smarter Travel Forum 
Alongside launching Tracks, we revived 
our Smarter Travel Forum, initially set up 
in 2013, and brought together technology 
companies to consider transport policies. 
The founder members, Cubic, Thales and O2 
decided to continue their support and agreed 
a programme of activities for 2016-7, which 
will bring together technology companies and 
policy makers at local and national level.

The Forum’s manifesto can be read here:

www.bettertransport.org.uk/stf-manifesto

Campaign for Better Transport has over 
the years played a role in shaping and 
developing transport policy through research, 
workshops and seminars designed to bring 
people together. This year, we produced a 
research report, Getting There, highlighting 
good practice examples in the UK where new 
commercial and housing developments have 
been built around public transport. All this 
work has been well received.

Thought leadership

http://www.bettertransport.org.uk
http://www.cbtthoughtleadership.org.uk
http://www.bettertransport.org.uk/stf-manifesto
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Our campaigns are built  
on comprehensive research

Our campaigns are founded on quality 
research and developments in policy.  
We work with some of the best academics 
and research bodies in the field to produce 
excellent research that can inform how we 
think about transport now and in the future. 
In addition, we also produce research in-house 
– in the past year we produced our annual 
Buses in Crisis report which looks at the extent 
to which vital services are being cut by local 
authorities. In turn, this informed our bus 
campaigning work.

A full list of our publications and government 
and parliamentary consultation responses 
in 2015-16 demonstrates the breadth of our 
research.

Rail
Passenger’s Guide to Franchising, July 2015 
(guide to help people understand and get 
involved in the rail franchising process) 

Future Rail Funding: Passenger Opportunities, 
November 2015 (setting out how increasing 
passenger numbers can fund investment in the 
railways)

Fares and Ticketing Review – Two years on, 
2015 (report on the progress the Government 
has made on achieving the commitments made 
through the 2013 Fares and Ticketing Review to 
improve fares and ticketing for passengers)

Roads
Potential reductions in congestion on the 
strategic road network from alternatives to 
HGV use, April 2015 (how finding alternatives 
to using heavy goods vehicles to transport 
freight, like using rail more instead, could 
reduce traffic congestion)

LEP Watch Update 2016, March 2016 
(reviewing the types of transport schemes  
that Local Enterprise Partnerships have  
been funding)

Sustainable Transport
Getting there: How sustainable transport can 
support new development, June 2015 (sharing 
best practice on integrating transport into 
development plans)

Transport into Work: a proposal for a new 
programme, October 2015 (to ensure that 
local sustainable transport schemes continue to 
be funded by the Government, we set out how 
they could support getting people into work)

Green Alliance Greener London manifesto, 
February 2016 (green policy proposals from 
a coalition of NGOs, including us, for the 
candidates for the London mayoral election)

Consultation responses, summaries  
and evidence
•  Response to Highways England Biodiversity 

Action Plan, May 2015
•  Consultation response on alterations to the 

London Plan parking standards, June 2015
•  A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon Scheme – first 

written representation, June 2015 
•  A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon Scheme – 

second written representation, August 2015 
•  HM Treasury Spending Review ~ 

Representation from Campaign for Better 
Transport, September 2015 

•  Office of Rail and Road’s Retail market review: 
emerging findings, June 2015 

•  Transport Select Committee inquiry on 
Surface transport to airports - Response from 
Campaign for Better Transport, October 2015

•  Competition in passenger rail services in 
Great Britain - Response from Campaign  
for Better Transport, October 2015 

•   M4 Junction 3-12 Smart Motorway – 
summary of representations made at special 
hearings on Environment and Safety (with 
additional evidence), November 2015 

•  Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Select 
Committee inquiry into air pollution 
- Response from Campaign for Better 
Transport, December 2015

•  National Infrastructure Commission call 
for evidence - Response from Campaign for 
Better Transport, January 2016

•  Evidence to Transport Committee inquiry on 
All Lane Running, January 2016 

•  Consultation on proposed changes to national 
planning policy, February 2016

•  Response to Transport for London 
consultation on proposed Gallions Reach and 
Belvedere river crossings, February 2016 

•  Response to Highways England consultation 
on proposed Lower Thames Crossing,  
March 2016 

Buses in Crisis, 
November 2015

Getting there: How 
sustainable transport can 
support new development, 
June 2015

Passenger’s Guide to Franchising, July 2015

www.bettertransport.org.uk

Buses in Crisis
A report on bus funding 
across England and Wales 
2010 - 2016

Getting there: 
How sustainable  
transport can support  
new development

www.bettertransport.org.uk

1

Passenger’s Guide
to Franchising

Thought Leadership
Funding and financing public transport 
infrastructure, March 2016 (a research report 
surveying worldwide and UK funding and 
financing options for public transport)

Workplace Parking Levy: Nottingham, March 
2016 (a briefing produced by Nottingham 
City Council on the implementation of their 
Workplace Parking Levy

Buses
Buses in Crisis, November 2015 (report on local 
authority cuts in spending on supporting bus 
services in England and Wales)

All publications are available in the 
research section of our website.

www.bettertransport.org.uk/research

http://www.bettertransport.org.uk
http://www.bettertransport.org.uk/research
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After a great year in 2015-16, we are looking 
forward to the challenges that this next year 
will bring. By time of print we will already 
be getting stuck in to our campaigning plan 
for 2016-17 and hope that you will be part of 
the journey. Although at Campaign for Better 
Transport we pride ourselves on our reactivity 
to announcements and developments in the 
sector, it is vital that our main campaigns have 
challenging goals for the year ahead.

Some key campaign objectives  
for 2016-17

Save our Buses
•  Influence the Buses Bill to ensure the 

legislation maximises support for buses and 
effective devolution 

•  Continue to monitor bus cuts and support 
local campaigners working to save their local 
services from cuts 

Rail
•  Plan a new rail campaign to build on the 

success of Fair Fares Now, focusing on 
promoting passenger interests in franchising 
and ticketing

•  Promote rail re-openings and part-time 
season tickets to Government 

For every £1 we spent on                       
fundraising we raised £1.54.

Total income:  £570,501 Total expenses:  £664,099

Future plans: our work for 2016-17This year in numbers

Roads to Nowhere
•  Continue to influence the second Road 

Investment Strategy to advocate for 
sustainable transport schemes and co-
ordinate with other green NGOs to propose 
ways for Highways England to spend its 
designated environmental funds

•  Continue to support local campaigners 
fighting individual schemes on the ground 

Sustainable Transport
•  Influence local transport plans and sub-

national transport bodies created through  
the Cities & Local Government Act to 
promote sustainable transport, particularly 
with Transport for the North

Cities for People
•  Work with stakeholders and partners to 

influence the policy debate leading up to the 
2017 city mayoral elections in England, and 
support the Healthy Air Campaign work on 
air quality

Freight on Rail
•  Continue working with stakeholders to 

critique mega truck plans 

Smarter Travel Forum
•  Run four road shows for the technology 

industry to promote smarter travel 
opportunities around the UK 

Tracks
•  Run four themes of thought leadership 

throughout the year, which will focus on 
development around stations, air quality, 
devolution and carbon reduction. Engage with 
a wide range of corporate partners to produce 
high quality research and roundtable events

The total income and expenditure figures 
below show that we ran at a deficit in the 
previous year, spending significantly more 
than we raised. As you have already read, our 
campaigns were busy and there was a lot for 
us to get involved in, including a significant 
increase in calls for support from local activists 
on bus cuts and a large amount of consultations 
that it was important for us to respond to.

We will be working hard to rectify this deficit 
in the coming year and to rebuild our vital 
reserves, without cutting our campaigning 
outputs. If you would like to help secure  
our continuing work for the coming years,  
please see ways to donate on the rear page  
of this review.

The largest proportion of our income comes from valuable corporate support. Some of this is for 
specific research projects and our thought leadership programme, but the majority is core funding 
for our general campaigning. Special thanks go to those who have supported our work with more 
than £10,000 in the year 2015-16:

TSSA 

RIA 

Stagecoach 

National Express 

First Group 

Arriva 

Transport for London 

Urban Transport Group

Merseytravel

Eversholt

Angel Trains

Abellio

Keolis

Ashden Trust

John Ellerman Trust

Foundation for Integrated Transport

Department for Transport

Network for Social Change

 Charitable (90%)
 Fundraising (10%)

 Corporate (49%)
 Individuals (11%)
  Grant-making 
Trusts (26%)
 Public Bodies (13%)
 Other (1%)

http://www.bettertransport.org.uk


TAKE ACTION
Whether you are interested in the environment, 
public transport, improving journeys or active 
travel, you can get involved at: 

www.bettertransport.org.uk

DONATE
We are a small charity aiming to achieve big 
things in the transport and environment sector. 
Donations from our supporters are vital in 
allowing us to continue our work. You can 
donate quickly and easily on our website: 

www.bettertransport.org.uk/donate

SIGN UP
Tell us which campaigns you’re most interested 
in and we’ll send targeted actions directly to 
your inbox: 

www.bettertransport.org.uk/all/signup

LASTING GIFTS
Please consider making a gift to Campaign 
for Better Transport in your will. It would be 
a wonderful way to keep helping us to make 
transport better for future generations.  
More information and a step-by-step guide  
is available on our website: 

www.bettertransport.org.uk/

tax-free-legacies

info@bettertransport.org.uk.
Phone: 020 7566 6480 
www.bettertransport.org.uk

16 Waterside, 44-48 Wharf Road, London N1 7UX
Registered Charity 1101929. Company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales: 4943428

Better transport, better lives

“Our vision is a country where communities have 
affordable transport that improves quality of life and 
protects the environment.”

“The need for effective 
alternatives to the car 
has never been more 
urgent. You can help 
by supporting our 
essential work.”
Our President, Michael Palin
Photo by John Swannell

A word from our President...
With your support, we work to protect vital 
public transport services, champion green and 
active travel choices and campaign against 
damaging roads. We won’t stop until the UK 
has the sustainable transport network that  
we all deserve.

bettertransport.org.uk     /bettertransport      @CBTransport

mailto:info%40bettertransport.org.uk.?subject=
http://www.bettertransport.org.uk
http://bettertransport.org.uk
http://facebook.com/bettertransport
http://twitter.com/CBTransport

